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The "ashington Post Oct. 6 blamed the widespread
failure of llew York dairy farms on the "heavy" nayments
farmers make to coops for lobbying and mild promotion
campaigns. The Post article coincided with 1nvestlgatlons
by a Republican "Anti-trust Task Force" led by Representative
John Hynes of Pittsburgh. The task force recommendations
would prevent the merger of cooperatives or the joining of
cornoratlons with coops to process food. The Post's
insidious article is the latest in an ongoing press
campaign to force the liquidation of co-ovs by weakening or
replacing the Copper-Volstead Act of 1922, which nrovides
co-ops with a special anti-trust exemntion.

Historically, farmer coons have renresented a minimal
defense institution where farmers can band together to
protect their prices. The dismantling of coops only <ould
facilitate the wiping out of individual farmers, which already
has led to a decline of national milk production to the
lowest levels since 1948. Even the "Tashington Post admits
that according to HMew York State Agriculture department
statistics, dairy farm production costs rose 79% since
1967, while milk prices paid the farmer rose only 53%.

‘The Rockefeller-directed credit squeeze not onlv has made
it impossible for dairy farmers to stay in business; many
farmers cannot find a buyer to take the farm off their hands.
Labor Committee organizers recently discovered that Chase
“ianhattan vas buying up dairv herds from cash-~stranned
farmers near Albany and leasing them out!

Farm coops nave not fared any better than their members.
For example, vairyvlea may lose un to $$40,000 owed to
it by the bankrupt Bohack food chain, which was forced
out of business when !lorgan Guarantyv snavped up its
deposits. It is also rumored that dairies have not been
able to keep up with their payments to Dairylea for raw milk.

FE™ SOUTHFRRIT RICE BOYL IN U.S.

Oct. 8 (IPS)--Among President Ford's ten "anti-inflationary”
proposals in his speech to Congress today was the elimination
of remaining acreage limitations on rice production.

This seemingly harmless pronosal already exists in the

form of legislation in the House of epresentatives

under the title "Rice Act of 1974". The aim of the bill

is to allow the extension of rice production to the more
impoverished regions of the U.S. South, such as Arkansas and
'iississippi, turning this area into arn Asian-stvle Rice Bowl.

The new rice »ill has received the bhacking of such
unlikely allies as the !lev York Times, "lashington Post,
ilississippi Congressmen, and Charles Rangel, U.S. Con-
gressman from Harlem, New York City. The Hew York Times .

asserts that the coalition formed because the bill will
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provide cheap food for the urban poor and employment for the
‘ small farmers of Arikansas and 'iississippi. On the other
) hand, rice-growvers from the chief rice-groiszing states of
California, Texas, and Louisiana are protesting that
increased production will drive their prices down and that
tlie proposed minimum »rice is too low to nrotect then.

Th:is apparent exmansion of rice production can be properly
understood only in the context of tihe forced-collanse of
livestock and otiher grain-farming throughout the advanced
sector. ‘TJorkers who cannot afford increasinglv scarce
peef or even wiolevheat products will have to substitute the
relatively protein-deficient rice. Rjice nroduced on labor-
intensive Soutaern farms t7ill »rovide a cheap food
supply necessary to maintain workers who are resettled into
“Project Inderandence” workcamns on a bare subsistence diet.

TEE lIIDEAST

ROCKXEFELLER PLAIIS "LIMITED NUCLEAR ™AR" I [1IDEAST:
PRESSURE GROWS FOR SCELESINGER PRRESS CONFEREHNCE

NE"7 YORX, Oct. 11 (IPS)--Lane Kirkland, Secretary Treasurer
of the AFL~CIO and a member of David Rockefeller's
sunranational fascist shadow-aovernment, the Trilateral
Corrission, briefed a gatliering of visiting "’est German trade
unionists €rom the J3G2 Trade union confzderation on the
‘liddle Fast situation, Oct. 2 in 'ashington, D.C.

Kirkland told the closed meeting: “This is the most
critical situation since "Jorld War II. . . “'e are returning
to the days of the 'iarsiall Plan. . . and our view on the
Bastern European (Soviet) bloc must be strong. . . The Arabs
are tryina to start a 'iiddle Iast war through blackmail and
extortion. . . If there is a ’liddle fast war, it will be
for keeps."”

Kirkland is also a member of ilelson “ocliefeller's Cormmiss-~
ion on Critical Choices for Americans.

Phone calls to representatives of Iran and Kuwait re-
vealed that, in their owninion, the United States would
"not allow" a nuclear attack bv Israel on an ’.rad countrvy.

Eowever, tihis illusion was blasted yesterday, Oct. 10,
when, in a develovment closely related to ¥irkland's speoch,
CENTO Regional Political Division Pead for the Indian Ocean,
:ir. Grant, told IPS corresvondents in "ashington that no
protective measures were being taken by the U.S. against
an Israeli nuclear weapons attack--"none,” declar=d ''r. Grant.
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