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-**development”’

by Daniel Sn!

June 25 (J°5) — Key sectors of
the Brarzilian bourgeoisie this
woek finally let out a ccordinated
howl of protzst at the gutting of

- their population and ecciiomy by

Rockefeller. Over this same
week, comcrvd rat Reckefeller
stepped up his s;‘len pitch for
precisely this Brazilian model of
— the physical
liquidation by starvation and
disease of millions ¢f human
beinigs — as his latest and most
incompetent “policy alternative”
to the .growine Eurcpean and
Third World tide towards the
International Development Bank
(IDB)

It is now clear to a:l that there
are only two alternatives on the
table:the IDB or Biack Death.

~ The “Braziiian Firacle”
In Action

Brazilian Health Minister
Almeida Machado summed up
the fear and recognition now
dawning on the parasitic bour-
geoisie — that they are siiting cn
top of a discased heli-nnle that
can no longer maintain them.
“We are going to do a complete
sweep-up operation on all brazil,
using a fme tooth comb
regimen, according to
Machado. The weekly business
magazine Veja of June 18 adcs
that the Health Ministry is
planning to buy up all the DDT
and DHC on the entire world
market, in a ¢esperate attempt to
slow down the ragzing spread of
malaria and chagas discase
throuziout Beazil.

Machado’s hysteria is anpro-
priate, even if his propesed solu-
tion is absurd. Over 22 per cent of
Brazil‘s 160 miliion popnlation is
currently exzosad to malaria,
and tae dizease is spreading un-
checked among Amsazen work
ganns in pardcviar. There are
alrezdy renoris of cuses  of
malaria haviag spread to the
Amazon orea of Vencoueia.
Chagas, a debilitating intestinal
discase, aficets 30 millien
Proziiians, wailz ton mittion have
SC.ﬂiSl’."a()T;‘.i(.h!.,. intestinal
diseascs cilazi L per cent of the
infant popuiation. Mieningitis,

IPS Weekly 6/30/75.

{-a("ﬂe\
».m U i \,_4.::1&)

OH "9 -
3 Jm‘a.q-mz 4(-’

[

o m e
"“' GRS B A S etk 2 4
B uddiee bBddud Uik

which the goverament lies is now’
under econirel, has recently
sorcad to Norihern Brazil in a
mere  vizulent fcem thal Lills
within 12 hours. Pcasants tizre
callit the Black Fover

Tuncrenlosis aund mepsles are
tcday the most (:C‘Ed‘ dis-
eases yutting the Prarzilian
population, butl buuomc nlaque
actuzlly poses a (ar moore serinus
danger for the imraedicte future.
Althongh the aciual number of
cases of piague is still relaiively
smzll, the area aifected by this
killer disezse i5 rapidly ox-
panding towards ti:e urban areas
in the South. Cnee the plague
does reach the citics, it will find
an enormous and growing ra
population of 460 million to carry
it, and far more viruient etrains
will develop in the cities, as has
historically been the case. Health
Minister Machado again made
the poiat: “In mony cities, for
example, a multiplication of rats
threatens everyone, recalling in
man’s mind the hideous phan-
tom, from some medieval grave,
of a bubonic plague epidemic.”

Today, almost haif the labor
force gets between 25 and 100 per
cent of a minimum szlery; and
yet in order to feed a family of
four a worker earning the full
minimum wage must work 18
hours a day, sixdays a wee —or
over 140 Lhours a wesl! With such
standards of living and levels of
spced-un, tie woriing class has
not even beon able to xcp*oduce
ra resulting shertage of
siiiied oid serai-zied lalor nas
forced Rockefolisr to tuen else-
where: from 1572 to 1373 vrbpan

child labor inercascd by 24 ;:.ez'
ceant and fomale lutor by 15 ne
cent, and t are far w orqe
now in 1373, The cconomy is
starting to grind to a hzit, with
steel, =0to and other key sectors
all suifering meajor relative
declines in production and em-
ployment.

This “Brazilian model”  of
Rockefeller's is also snreading to
other parts of Lalin Arerica.
Scmuu omi jasis-carrvia T waier
SNQNS are Lowg sWwepl cown fhe
Parana river system  into
Uruguay and Argentina, and the
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supposedly ‘‘contained’” out-
break of ‘meningitis is also

moving in the same direction.
Chile’'s home-grown brand of
Brazilian genocide has already
resulted in the mental retarda-
tion through malnutrition of a full
third of the children born since
tira 1973 military coup. And
drastic drops in wheat production
and imports have brought
Chilean per capita consumption
tc the lavel of 1500 calories per
day — according to an editorial in
the June 9 El Mercurio. If it has
not broken out already, massive
famine will strike Chile in the
coming weeks and months, with
the accompanying spread of
Brazilian-style diseases.

As in Brazil, tiicse Nazi levels
of austerity have effectively
dcstroyed the labor process.
Three days ago the United States
reported that it was returning §1
million worth of imported
Chiican foodstuffs — fully 50 per
cent of its total yearly shipments
to the U.S. — because it was
spoiled and a health hazard. This
is expected to be a deadly blow to
the Chiilean economy.

The ecological holocaust now
guiting Brazil has reached such
prorerciions that.it can no longer
Se Lidaen or denied. A good
example is the candid Braziiian
mouthwash advertisement wiich
reads: ‘“‘Bacterial meningitis,
pyorrhea, gengivitis, viral hepa-
titis, TB? Every day you must
face these problerms...Our mouth-
wath canprevent...,” and so on!

The growing open admission of
the uncontrolicd spread of
disease was also met this wesk
by clear sizns of panic among the
Brazilian bourgecoisie. Veja
carrizd a long article on june 18
bemoaning the state of the
Brazilian labor force, as well as
one detailing the uncontrolled
spread of disease througzhout the
country. Jornal do Drasii carried
similar scare stories, as did other
Rio and Sao Pazuio press.

Articles are now appearing in
the press which, even a few
weeks ago, weculd never have
passed consorshin, The June 19
Foinia de Saon Paulo, mouthipicee
of the strong Sao Paulo indus-
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trialists, led the way with an
article on Algaria which lauded

President Roumedienne as the .

““axis of poiitical stability and
intensive industrial - develop-
racnt’’ in Algeria, and ncted his
“leadership of the Third World.””
This reference to an IDB-type
alternative of cxpanded preoduc-
tion is unmistakeable; Algeria,
along with Iraq, the Soviet Union,
the ICLC and cther forces, has
spearheaded that drive.
Left-leaning Opiniao was even-
more {o the point in a lengthy
‘““objective’’ article entitled
“OPEC, Comecon and the Trans-
ferable Ruble.”* And the June 19
issue of ithe respectable Jornal do

- Brastil even went so far as to put

the ‘following daring headline on
an otherwise innocuous article:
“Peruvian Communist Party
Lecads the Way.”

Yet even in the face of broad
capitalist resistance to Brazilian-
izing the globa, Reckefeller has
pushed ahead. with this latest
reircad of bis failed 1974 policy of
“development.’”” Over the last

month, planning mectings of Tri-
lateral and other Rockefeller
agents pushed the rass trans-
ference of industry from the
advanced sector to the Third
World, along with a special focus
on Brazil as the moiel to be
followed. Most capitalist layers
responded to Rocky’s suggestion
with indiiference and yawns.
This week, Rockefeller used his
last remaining allies to shove the
Brazilian mode!l down their
throats anyway.

A State Department spokes-
man told IPS two days ago:
Brazil is the “model of market-
oriented development’ for the
world econoniy, *‘Brazil is a well-
managed economy with a high
degree of economic planning

_aimed at mzintaining free enter-

prise.” . -

Two days ago, West Ger-
many'’s Schmidt regime signed a
$4 billion government to govern-
ment -ceal .with Brazil, under
which the Germans will help
build nuclear plants iu Brazil in
exchange for Brazilian uran-
ium exports. The World Bank

— sormething which Ree

i

also recently announced a $200
million loan to the ccllansing
Erazilian steel industry, in an
effort to spark a flow of private
investment into the country. And
Gianni Agnelli, Jtalian Fiat in-
dustrialist, announced thzt he
wiil invest another $200 miliion in
the Brazilian auto industry —
which is now cutting prcitction
under skyrccketing inventories
and is laying oif thousands of-
auto.vorkers!

Agnelli also said that he
planned to relocate vearious
Itzlian Fiat plaats, lock, stock
and barrel, to Brazil, and if
necessary wouid impori or to
man them. But coch enciaves of
Rocreieller investment swould
within months be decimated by
the same diseases that mnow
ravage the Brazilian laber force
ieller
is eitlrer too stupid or toa drunk to
understand. A spokesman at his
First National Bank ¢f Boston,
whan asked about this destruc-
tion of the labor force, had caly
this to say: “Well, everytody has
got their problems.”
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