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Since the second half of 1974, the capitalist world has been
in the grip of a deep economic crisis. This is an organic sick-
ness of the capitalist system aggravated by prolonged mili-
tarization of the economy and increase in military expen-
ditures, severe inflation, disorder of the financial-currency
mechanism, subversion of confidence in capitalist currencies
and, also the energy crisis, a structural crisis. In the capi-
talist countries there is high unemployment and the struggle
of the workers for their rights is growing.

In this situation of an intensification of the internal con-
tradiction of capitalism and the uncertainty which this has
bred in the West, no one can say what awaits the capitalist
economy in the long run. In any case, there is little optimism
visible even in the majority of official prognoses. Typically,
the present difficulties are making even representatives of
bourgeois economic science think about the vices of the capi-

Excerpts From

Brezhnev Speech

. The following are excerpts from the 5 hour address deliv-
ered by General Secretary of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union Leonid Brezhnev at the 25 Party Congress Feb.
24, Translated from the Feb. 25 Literaturnya Gazeta:

“Much depends on the policies of the ruling (Communist)
parties, on their ability to safeguard unity, to fight against
seclusiveness and national isolationism, to take into account
their common international tasks, and to act jointly to carry
out these tasks... .

“We see in foreign economic relations an effective means
of solving political and economic tasks. Through economic
integration, the might and cohesion of the socialist com-
munity is strengthened. Cooperation with developing
countries facilitates the reconstruction of their economies
and their social life on progressive principles. Finally,
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talist system as a whole and its inability to cope with the
tasks of current developments, much less find an answer to
the demands of social and economic progress which the last
quarter of the 20th century places before the world.

The world of socialism gives an answer to the hasic ques-
tions of social development ... OQur 25th Congress and the pre-
parations for Congresses of other fraternal parties demon-
strate that the socialist community has clear prospects for
development, based on the steady growth of economy ... We
lay out our goals and creative plans, and our policy for many
years to come — publically before the whole world, because
all our plans correspond to the interests of the broad working
masses and the interests of the cause of peace and social
progress. Our problems of whatever scale will be decided in
the interests of the entire society, and we are confident in the
success of the great cause of communism ...

economic and scientific-technological ties with the capitalist
state solidifies and broadens the material base for the policy
of peaceful coexistence.

“One characteristic of our time is the growing use of the
international division of labor to develop each country,
regardless of its wealth and the economic level it has
achieved...

“There are other, broader aspects of foreign economic
activity. Today there are important and urgent global
problems, such as raw materials and energy, the elimination
of the most dangerous and widespread diseases, protection of
the environment, exploration of the cosmos and use of the
resources of the Pacific Ocean. These problems will have an
increasing influence on the life of all people and on the entire
system of international relations. Our country and the other
socialist countries cannot stand aside from the solution to
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these problems, which concern the entire human race...

“In foreign economic relations, politics and economics,
diplomacy and commerce, industrial production and trade
are interconnected in a single whole. Therefore they have to
be approached in an integrated fashion, unifying the efforts
of all state organs, all our political and economic interests.
This is how the Central Committee of the Party formulates
this important question.

“Communists of different countries follow one another’s
work with interest and understanding. Differing opinions
may arise from time to time, different approaches to one
question or another... But Marxist-Leninists approach such
questions from the standpoint of internationalism, concern
for strengthening the unity of the movement, and discuss
problems that arise in the spirit of genuine comradeship, on
the basis of equality and respect for the independence of each
party. Of course, there can be no question of compromise on
principles, of reconciliation with views and actions which
contradict Communist ideology. That is final.

““The capitalist world is bursting with an economic crisis
whose severity and depth, as bourgeois spokesmen admit,

can be compared only with the crisis of the beginning of the
30’s... Communists are far from predicting the ‘automatic
collapse’ of capitalism. It has not a few reserves. However,
events of the past few years confirm with renewed force that
capitalism is not the society of the future. (Prolonged ap-
plause)

“Communists proceed in their struggle from the general
lawfulness of revolutionary development and of the con-
struction of socialism and communism... And it can be
confidently stated that if concessions to opportunism may
give some kind of temporary advantage, in the final analysis
they can only harm the party.

“I would like particularly to stress the importance in our
time of proletarian internationalism. It is one of the most
important principles of Marxism-Leninism. Unfortunately,
there are some who treat it in such a way that there is little

Speech Of P. M. Masherov,
First Secretary Of

The Byelerussian Communist Party

It is known that under conditions of detente, the whole
motley hoard of anti-Soviets and anti-communists is trying to
belittle or compromise the achievements of socialism ...
Unfortunately there are some on the side of socialism who,
under the pretext of defending their so-called ‘originality’
and national peculiarities, are essentiall revising the prin-
ciples of proletarian internationalism, expunging the revo-
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left of internationalism. One even finds people who openly
propose to renounce internationalism. According to them,
the internationalism which Marx and Lenin founded and
defended has become antiquated. But in our opinion, to
renounce proletarian internationalism would mean to
deprive the Communist Parties and the workers’ movement
in general of a powerful and tested weapon. (Prolonged
applause). This would be a good service to the class
enemy,who, it must be said, is actively coordinating his anti-
communist activity on an international scale. We Soviet
Communists consider the defense of proletarian in-
ternationalism the sacred obligation of every Marxist-
Leninist.”

RELATIONS WITH THE SOCIAL DEMOCRACIES

“Contacts with socialist and social democratic parties
have broadened... It goes without saying that there can be no
question of ideological rapprochement of scientific com-
munism with the reformism of the social demgcrats. Among
social democrats there are not a few whose whole activity is
premised on anti-communism and anti-Sovietism. There are
even parties where people are punished for having contact
with communists. We will fight against any such phenomena,
since they only play into the hands of reaction...

“Detente does not and cannot abolish the class struggle.
No one can expect that under conditions of detente the
communists will reconcile themselves to capitalist ex-
ploitation or that the monopolists will become
revolutionaries. Thus the strict observance of the principle of
non-interference in the affairs of other states, respect for
their independence and sovereignity — this is the in-
dispensable condition for detente.

“We do not hide the fact that we see in detente the road to
the creation of more favorable conditions of peaceful
socialist and communist construction. This only goes to show
that socialism and peace are inseparable.”

lutionary essence of Marxism-Leninism, its class character.
In this effort, any departure from the revolutionary teach-
ings are passed off as innovations, while truly living Marxist-
Leninist theory and its realization in the practice of socialism
are qualified as conservatism and dogmatism ... Our party ...
well knows the true worth of any attempt to ‘modernize’
marxism and stretch it to fit ‘national measures ...’



Speech By A. P. Aleksandrov,

President Of The Academy Of Sciences

A great deal is being done for the successful development
of science in our country. Qur social system and educational
system attract talented people to science, and as a rule excel-
lent, creative conditions exist in our scientific institutions.
Cooperations with scientific organizations of the other so-
cialist countries and several Western countries has an en-
riching effect on all of our work. It really causes an increase
in the productivity of scientific labor and speeds up the
scientific-technological process ...

Development (of new sources of energy -Ed.) proceeds on
a long-term basis — for example from the achievement of
thermonuclear reactions in the laboratory, which we have

approached today, to commercial reactors will take about 15
years ... This state program has scientific, technical,
political and ecoromic aspects and must continually be cor-
rected and refined. The Academy of Sciences has involved
economists, geologists, energy specialists, atomic physicists
and planners in resolving this problem ... The significance of
such work for the national economy is extremely great ...

Work on quantum generators by Academicians A. M.
Prokhorov and N. G. Basov (Soviet fusion researchers -Ed)
has opened up new possibilities in a whole range of areas ...
Lazer beams can drill holes, heal wounds. They are used for
welding, for rare metals, aviation, etc. All of this is the result
of ‘basic science.”
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