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What Is There To Strike About?

Strikes in the U.S. industrial sector and in education
have raised the most serious political issues for the
American population, whether or not they realize it. No
matter what the dockworkers, coalminers, teachers, and
others may think they are striking for, they must be
fighting for the future of the United States as an in-
dustrial nation.

Labor’s Just Demands

This statement was issued by the National Executive
Committee of the U.S. Labor Party on Oct. 7.

The current wave of strikes and projected strikes
throughout the United States will serve as a chaotic pre-
lude to energy czar James Schlesinger’s winter emer-
gency dictatorship as long as both industry and labor
continue to bargain within the framework of a continuing
world depression. Labor will not accept such settle-
ments.

The only appropriate framework for collective
bargaining in this period is a political commitment by
labor and industry to a multigigawatt nuclear energy
export program, and the burst of industrial and
agricultural production that will go along with gearing
up the U.S. workforce and industry for that scale of
production.

The labor movement, which has engaged in a con-
sistent and increasingly effective fight for nuclear
power—beginning with the Seabrook demonstration in
late June up to the ongoing dismantling of the Carter-
Mondale no-energy legislation—has the responsibility
and right to take up such demands. Companies such as
Boeing Aircraft, who offer share-the-poverty wage in-
creases on the order of 3 percent, or municipalities such
as New York City, which is mooting an offer of nothing
but increased ‘‘productivity’’ slave-labor measures,
must be hit with wage demands within the context of a
political program for industrial and urban recovery.

The City of London and its operatives in government
and the labor movement want to use the spreading ILA
strike, the 24,000-strong IAM strike at Boeing, and others
to finish off the U.S. economy. Labor will move to turn
this action into a political labor-industry alliance for
nuclear-based society, and the living standards that go
with it.

Provoked Strikes To Be Pretext
For Schlesinger WEEP Dictatorship

The U.S. economy is now being buffeted by a wave of
deliberately provoked strikes aimed at paving the way
for the imposition of Secretary of Energy James Schles-
inger’s ‘“Winter Energy Emergency Plan”’ (WEEP) for
an energy dictatorship.

Strikes In Progress

International Longshoreman’s Association: A strike on
the East and Gulf coasts is now at the end of its second
week. The strike has closed the port of New Orleans
which handles 60 percent of the country’s grain trade,
according to all reports grain will begin rotting on the
sidings, and the grain harvest will be seriously hampered
if the strike does not end soon.

International Association of Machinists: A strike against
the Boeing Corporation has now expanded to Lockheed.
Now, 38,000 workers are out and another 60,000,
organized by the United Autoworkers, may join the
strike if their ongoing negotiations with the aerospace
producers break down. This strike threatens to have a
ripple effect on parts and electronics suppliers, with
possible layoffs in those industries.

Strikes On Tap
United Steelworkers: A strike of 20,000 workers against
the metal can producers is looming two weeks over the
horizon.

United Mineworkers: A strike against the coal operators
slated on or before Dec. 6 is to be the trigger for WEEP.

According to the scenario laid out in the still officially
secret 'WEEP planning document, the United Mine-
workers strike will provide the immediate ‘“‘excuse’’ for
WEEP. Interruption of production and transport of the
vital energy commodity, coal, would suffice as the
pretext for Schlesinger to assume his mandated
emergency powers over the nation’s energy supplies and
their distribution.
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No-Win School Strikes
Sparked By Education Collapse

The opening of the 1977-78 school year has been marked
by financial crises and probable shutdowns of important
school and university systems in at least two of the coun-
try’s major industrial states.

In Cleveland, Ohio late last week the Cleveland Teach-
ers Union voted to work without pay for several days to
give the local School Board time to come up with a source
of funds. According to Cleveland School Board officials,
as of tomorrow, Oct. 14, the city’s school system will be
bankrupt. This report has been confirmed by the Auditor
of the State of Ohio, a similar situation faces the Toledo
school system, and possibly Youngstown and Columbus
as well. '

This crisis of educational funding has been under-
scored by a wave of teachers’ strikes hitting Michigan,
New York, New Jersey and Massachusetts. In all these
situations, deterioration of schools and equipment, grow-
ing class sizes, and inadequate salaries have forced

teachers into defensive, no-win strike action. Desper-

ation strikes in Matasquan, N.J. and suburban Boston
were broken only when dozens of teachers were jailed by
court order.
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. No Solution
The Ohio State Legislature intends to meet in special
session Oct. 19 and 20 to try to reach a solution. However,
the mooted alternative to closing the schools — namely,

‘to borrow against next year’s deficits to meet this year’s

school expenses — would require a change in the state’s
Constitution. Thus the two choices most likely facing
teachers in affected school districts are these: either to
work without pay until January, when new funding be-
comes available, or not to work at all until January, with
the school system in the interim.

Ohio, which virtually shut down last winter when it was
unable to purchase adequate natural gas supplies, is now
undergoing collapse of its steel industry and of its capa-
city to train another generation of skilled labor.

In Pennsylvania, whose steel industry is also hardhit,
no funding whatsoever is available to the state’s univer-
sity system. The state budget includes zero funding for
the universities because the state legislature, which
passed the budget in frenetic special session last sum-
mer, omitted school funding in order to hold the state de-
ficit down to $300 million. As a result, Pennsylvania State
(a major agricultural sciences center), Drexel, Temple,
and the University of Pittsburgh (which was taken over
by the state when it went bankrupt as a private institu-
tion in the 1960s) are all threatened with immediate clos-
ing. : -
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e ; The Executive Intelligence Review

is pleased to introduce its new Daily

Energy Intelligence Bulletin.

Produced by the same EIR staff that
puts together the news and analysis
which has made the EIR Weekly
unique in its field, the bulletin will
provide the subscriber with all the

news in the energy field. The

bulletin includes the latest news,
world press briefs, short features,
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”'»LC,\ rumors, reports on the ecologist’s latest
moves, and the energy lineup on

Capitol Hill — all provided to

you in short form, five days a week.

9,\ With this service you will have all
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