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New MITI Minister: 'Man's Wisdom And Technology Are Unlimited' 
The following are excerpts from an interview with 

Toshio Komoto, the new Japanese Minister of In­

ternational Trade and Industry, published in the Nov. 28, 
1975 issue of Far Eastern Economic Review. At the time 

of the interview, Komoto was the international trade and 

industry minister in the Miki cabinet. 

There are a lot of people who can't recover from the oil 
shock. Because it was such a great trauma, people are 
saying that the period of rapid growth is over, that Japan 
can only hope for a much slower growth now, and that the 
same applies to the whole world. But I disagree. It's true 
that the earth is limited and, hence, resources which are 
buried in the earth, and their potential energies, are 
limited. But man's wisdom and technology are 
unlimited. We can see this by looking at the last 100 years 
of history. Several decades ago, nobody thought of get­
ting nitrogenous fertilizer from the air. Now that's 
become possible. A few decades ago nobody could foresee 
the present petrochemical industry, with hundreds of 
thousands of products. nor nuclear energy. nor nuclear 

fusion. Now. nuclear fusion is a matter of time. We're 
spending a lot of money on this and so are the Americans, 
and the Germans. It will probably come in 20 or 25 years. 
And what that means is that energy will no longer be 
limited. 

To convince yourself that you've hit your limit, to go 
around saying "it's all over, it's all over," closing your 
eyes to possibilities - that just won't do. We have to have 
a broader outlook on mankind's needs. There are 4 billion 
people in the world today and at the present rate of in­
crease. there will be 6.5 billion people at the beginning of 
the 21st century. And all of them are going to want to 
decent life. In Japan. in the shorter term. too, there is a 
lot to be done. We'll have to find new jobs for 700.000 
people each year. We have to increase social investment 
to improve the quality of life. There's a lot of social in­
justice that has to be corrected. We want to increase our 
economic aid. We have to restructure our industry. 

None of this will be possible if the Japanese industry 
loses its vigor. It's not good to have our politicians 
talking like representatives of the "Club of Rome." 
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The Executive Intelligence Review 

� h � C V is pleased to introduce its new Daily 

"'-. V . V � Energy Intelligence Bulletin. 

h & � • "'" � .e Produc�dby the same EIR staff that 

. V '\. � � � puts tog�ther the news and analysis 

\. 

� '" '\:� which has made the EIR Weekly � e � unique in its field, the bulletin will 

y J"\. � provide the subscriber with all the 

� '\., news.in the energy field. The 
� .A:\ . bulletin includes the latest news, 

�- ?;,\ world press briefs, short features, -'\. \ rumors, repo�ts on the ecologist's latest 

'\� moves, and the energy lineup on 
. l' , Capitol Hill- all provided to . \. .. 

\. you in short form,five days a week. � With this service you will have all 

�'. the world's energy news at your !; :>\ fingertips on a daily basis. 
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'"'-:::� \,\ 
$2000 per year* 

Special arrangements have been 

made with the publisher of the In­

ternational Journal of Fusion Energy 

and Fusion magazine, and all charter 

subscribers to the ,EIR Daily Energy 

Intelligence Bulletin will also receive 

a one year �ubscription to these 

periodicals as a bonus. This offer is 

limited to subscriptions received by 
EIR before October 15,1977. 
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*The price includes airmail or first 

class postage. Telex or express mail 

can be arranged at additional cost. 
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