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The lie that binds

Teng Hsiao-ping and his cohorts want to modernize the
country in order to make China a strong power, to begin to
restore the sense of self-importance felt by an ancient and
once-proud nation. To do this, however, they are tapping
a fount of popular emotion that goes far beyond what the
regime is prepared to sanction. The proof of this is in
China’s Han Chauvinist foreign policy. China is not trying
to add its weight on the side of peace, but is promoting a
public line it knows to be untrue — the claim that the
Soviet Union is out to conquer the world, starting with
Western Europe — for purely cynical reasons of state best
described in China’s own jargon as ‘‘manipulating the
foreign barbarians.” China’s short-term strategy is to
soak the West for all the economic and military aid and
capital it can get in the shortest time by playing up to
what China perceives to be the West’s psychological
vulnerability — fear of the Soviet Union. The irony of this
situation, as one top U.S. analyst put it, is that China
undoubtedly sees not the Soviet Union, but the U.S. and
Japan as its long-term strategic opponents in Asia, and
fully intends to turn its Western-aided strength to serve
this interest at some point in the future.

The Teng faction relies on a similar lie domestically. For
them, the New China is a means, not an end. They seek to
use this ferment for their own purposes, but this is more
dangerous than they seem to realize.

The question is not whether China’s problems are in-
tractable. They are difficult, but not intractable —
provided China’s leaders can face them totally realis-
tically. China needs detente with both the U.S. and the
Soviets: it needs the increased, and more concessional, aid
that would be available if detente freed massive U.S. and
Soviet arms budgets for world development, it needs the
full implementation of the development-oriented Euro-
pean Monetary System immediately — which China’s
policy implicitly damages—and it needs to be able to rally
its population on just such a universal principle. The
analyst referred to above summed up the Chinese leader-
ship’s problem as a fundamental lack of humanism.
Without that quality, the present leadership will find it
cannot solve its problems in the end. Yet, the measures it
is taking will lead to a completely different China in 10 to
20 years. The United States must orient to that 20-year
process, the New China that promises at last to solve the

world’s — and China’s — ‘‘China problem” and not to
momentary configurations in Peking or strategic will-o-
the-wisps.
—Peter Rush
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