exposed as a fraud

Laws to reschedule marijuana on medical grounds.
This can be charitably characterized as a boldfaced
ploy by NORML to achieve their officially stated goals
of increasing marijuana acceptance within the popula-
tion (NORML=normal), and has nothing to do with
the medical evidence per se.

The medical evidence

Regarding the question of marijuana in the treatment
of glaucoma, Dr. John Bellos, director of the Interna-
tional Glaucoma Congress, recently summed up the
state of research in this area in a letter to the editor of
the Chicago Tribune on Sept. 29, 1978. He wrote the
following in response to the rescheduling of marijuana
by the Illinois state legislature:

“Gov. (James) Thompson signed a bill on
Sept. 9 legalizing the use of marijuana for human
medical treatment of cancer and glaucoma. As an
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ophthalmologist, I am concerned that this legis-
lation may give rise to unforeseen difficulties for
the uninformed glaucoma patient.

“The legalization of marijuana for the treat-
ment of glaucoma suggests that it is a valuable
therapeutic agent. Though in some patients
marijuana may reduce the increased intraocular
pressure caused by glaucoma, conventional remedies
are far more effective. Marijuana decreases intra-
ocular pressure for only two hours, whereas
conventional drugs are effective for eight, 12, or
even 24 hours. The short-term effectiveness of
‘marijuana lessens its usefulness considerably; for.
example, the intraocular pressure would be
uncontrolled during sleep. Since glaucoma re-
quires lifelong treatment, the exclusive use of
marijuana would require that the patient smoke
‘pot’ for his entire life.

“Marijuana is also known to produce transi-
tory side effects, including nystagmoid move-
ments, impaired focusing, double vision, transi-
tory loss of vision, corneal anesthesia, conjunctival
infection, decreased tearing, and constriction of
the pupils. In addition, marijuana may alter
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