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From the 

Editor-in-Chief 

A s we warned last week, the world is heading into the greatest crisis 
since at least the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962. Our special report has 
been dictated by the rapid pace of global events toward war as a result 
of the Soviet response to the new doctrine of strategic "encirclement" 
which under the direction of Zbigniew Brzezinski and Cyrus Vance is 
determining U.S. policy. Confronted with Brzezinski's "China Card," 
underlined by Harold Brown's visit to China, and the new "Islamic 
Card," the not-so-disguised pitch for alliance with Khomeini's Islamic 

hordes against the Soviet Union, Moscow has chosen Afghanistan as 
the place to deliver a message to Carter. 

Our special report examines the unfolding crisis from three 
perspectives: from the view of the Soviet Union; from the U.S.; and 
finally the European view. We begin with a strategic overview encom­
passing the Soviet moves and the Carter administration policy, pro­
vided by our Contributing Editor Criton Zoakas. This is followed by 
an in-depth look at the Soviet decision, how it was made and why, 
written by our Soviet desk chief Rachel Douglas. We have also added 
a military analysis and a look back at Prague, 1968 to fill out the 

Soviet picture. 
On the U.S. end we have taken a look at the China card and 

the Islamic card-including why they won't work. Finally the Euro­
pean view and particularly that of France and Germany, including an 
important statement by French Foreign Minister Jean Fran�ois-Pon­
cet on why France for one will not line up with Brzezinski on the road 

to war. 
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