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Carter purchasing base
in Sri Lanka?

The story behind the sudden imposition
of a state of emergency last week in the
Indian Ocean nation of Sri Lanka may
well be tied to U.S. military designs in
this area, accordin to reliable sources in
New Delhi. The U.S., unhappy with cer-
tain inadequacies in the Diego Garcia
base facility, is extremely interested in
another base, possibly at Trincomalee,
where it already has fueling rights.

Former Sri Lankan prime minister
Sirimavo Bandaranaike, a long-time
leading figure in the non-aligned move-
ment, has charged that the Carter ad-
ministration is securing a naval base in
exchange for bolstering the faded politi-
cal image of President J. R. Jayawardene
with economic aid.

Bandaranaike made this charge less
than a week after the Jayawardene gov-
ernment ordered the declaration of a
state of emergency, stripped the former
prime minister of her civil rights and
disenfranchised her in a desperate effort
to silence opposition forces. The round-
ing up of Mrs. Bandaranaike’s Freedom
Party supporters, and the nature of the
kangaroo court proceedings against her,
reminded observers in New Delhi of sim-
ilar developments 18 months ago in Pak-
istan when the late Z. A. Bhutto was
eliminated.

Brazil tries to expel
subversive priest

The president of Brazil has ordered the
expulsion of an Italian priest who refused
to say mass on Brazil’s Independence
Day on the grounds that the poor people
of Brazil are “still dependent.” His ex-
pulsion was the first in a crackdown on
the foreign “Liberation Theology”
priests who aim to replicate Khomeini’s
theological chaos in Brazil.

The government fears these priests
will set off insurrections that will cause a
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disaster, rather than alleviating the suf-
fering of the poor they claim to lead.

As Father Vito Miracapillo was being
taken to the airport on Oct. 17, however,
a Supreme Court justice issued an injunc-
tion to block Miracapillo’s deportation
until further hearings.

The Theolib crowd is prepared to go
berserk if the priest is “martyred” by
being expelled. On the other hand, if the
Supreme Court decides to overturn the
president’s order [something it has never
done], they will read it as a sign that the
government is impotent to stop their sub-
version.

Radicals move against
moderate Arab axis

Damascus has become a center for nu-
merous Arab communist and leftist par-
ties to plot a takeover of the regime of
Iraq’s Saddam Hussein, according to Le
Monde journalist Eric Rouleau. Along
with the leftists, the extremist clandestine
Muslim Brotherhood is involved, as well
as the wing of Soviet intelligence associ-
ated with British triple agent Kim Philby.

Earlier this week, Ayatollah Moham-
med Hakim, an Iraqi Shi’ite fanatic, ap-
peared in Teheran to announce his bid to
overthrow Hussein by waging an Islamic
revolution in Iraq. Simultaneously, the
head of the Iragi communist party, Mo-
hammed Aziz, visited Damascus to con-
fer with Syrian president Assad. The Ira-
qi communist party was recently purged
from Iraq for its insurrectionary activi-
ties, including aid to insurgent ethnic
minorities like the Kurds. Earlier this
month the Iraqi and Iranian communist
party leaders met to condemn Saddam
Hussein, after Iraq invaded Iran in a bid
to overthrow the theocratic Khomeini
regime.

Syria, a longstanding enemy of Iraq,
has allied itself with both Libya and Iran
to challenge the moderate Arab axis of
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq. The
London Daily Telegraph reports that
Syria has hatched a plot to send assassins
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and saboteurs against Jordan and Iragq,
using Iraqi exiles.

New India-Soviet
energy package

India and the Soviet Union are working
on a solid development package centered
on the energy sector, according to in-
formed sources in New Delhi. Since an
acute energy crisis has hit India’s devel-
opment plan, experts here are drawing
up a project list to be considered at the
upcoming Indo-Soviet trade talks.

Indian planning minister N. E. Ti-
wari left for Moscow on Oct. 22. An
expert team is working out details on
various sectors of the economy. It is
highly likely that the deal will be inked
when Soviet president Brezhnev visits In-
dia in late November or December of this
year.

New Polish crisis
in the works

Lech Walesa, the Polish shipyard strike
leader who now heads the independent
trade union federation “Solidarity,” has
toured southern Poland to rally support
for his organization. In the course of his
trip, he dropped all pretense of being
“not political,” as he had always insisted.
Walesa declared dramatically that he was
“ready to accept any responsibilities’ the
Polish people would give him. Sources in
France and West Germany believe that,
although the dispatch of Warsaw Pact
troops into Poland is a ‘““last resort” for
Moscow, such a decision could come
soon after the Nov. 4 U.S. elections.

The London Daily Telegraph, often a
platform for British-based circles who
give orders to Polish dissidents, stated
editorially Oct. 17 that Poland was safe
from Soviet invasion until Nov. 4 be-
cause the Russians ““do not want to give
certain victory to Mr. Reagan.” But the
Telegraph projected that Poland would
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slip “out of effective Communist con-
trol,” suggesting that the U.S.S.R.
would inevitably make its move.

While international attention was fo-
cused on Walesa working the crowds in
Krakow, the new Polish regime was elab-
orating a program which, in the assess-
ment of one source from a Soviet-allied
country, would take Poland “away from
socialism.” The program of the Stanis-
law Kania regime has not been revealed
in its entirety, but its outlines emerged at
the Oct. 4-6 meeting of the ruling party’s
Central Committee. Kania’s report there
bore the imprint of Politburo members
Stefan Olszowski and Tadeusz Grabski,
advocates of a consumer-tilted approach
to running the Polish economy that
would eventually undercut not only
heavy industry but the overall power of
the Polish economy and rebound against
the consumer, too.

Greece blackmailed
into rejoining NATO

The sudden Greek decision to rejoin
NATO is “part three of the Turkish
coup,” said a Greek intelligence source
this week. “Part one was the Turkish
coup itself, which put into power the
Turkish generals, who are doing every-
thing they can to accommodate NATO
in its drive to militarize the Middle East
and the Mediterranean. Part two was the
Persian Gulf crisis itself and the sudden
increased likelihood of U.S. military ac-
tion in the region. Part threeis the Greek-
NATO consolidation, which has sudden-
ly catapulted the hard-line, pro-NATO
military once again into a position of real
power in the country.”

A secret clause of the agreement to
rejoin NATO is reportedly the activation
of a 1966 British proposal for the estab-
lishment of a Mediterranean naval task
force for coordinated NATO operations
in the region.

Having pulled out of NATO’s mili-
tary branch in 1974 in protest of the
alliance’s role in the Cyprus crisis, the
government of Greece had charted an
increasingly independent course.

EIR November 4, 1980

According to well-informed Greek
sources, NATO commander Gen. Ber-
nard Rogers, helped along by Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs Gen. David Jones,
U.S. ambassador to Athens McCloskey,
and a host of other top NATO and U.S.
officials, descended on Greece to black-
mail Athens into submission. The main
weapon used was the threat that the Per-
sian Gulf crisis would erupt into a larger
war, in which Greece would find itself
defenseless in the face of the Soviet
Union. Helping to put the screws on the
Greek government were the top echelons
of the Greek military.

French ‘Boy Scout’
announces candidacy

A French favorite of Zbigniew Brzezin-
ski, Socialist Michel Rocard, has de-
clared his candidacy for the April 1981
presidential elections. Perennial Socialist
candidate Frangois Mitterrand has not
yet declared whether he will run.

From a Gaullist point of view, “all
the forces, left and right, who want the
disintegration of the French nation are
behind Rocard,” commented a well-in-
formed source from French president
Giscard’s electoral team. The only way,
the source added, that Rocard could win
the elections would be if the international
situation further deteriorated, combined
with terrorist operations at home.

These sources are delighted that Ro-
card declared so early, because addition-
al weeks of campaigning can only de-
stroy what little credibility he has with
the French population, they believe.
“This French Jimmy Carter has the men-
tality of a Boy Scout—he wants to please
everybody, his identity is as weak as that
of an 18-year-old. He hates all forms of
power, all forms of responsibility. He
even hates his own potential power. He
wants to organize debates on everything;
if there occurred a situation where the
use of atomic weapons had to be decided,
he would take three months to organize
a referendum.”

Briefly

@® PHILIPPINES defense minis-
ter Juan Ponce Enrile accused the
U.S. government in a nationwide
television interview in Manila on
Oct. 10 of harboring terrorists re-
sponsible for recent indiscriminate
bombings in Manila. Washington
has thus far refused to extradite the
suspects.

® THE SANDINISTAS may
have joined Fidel Castro in en-
dorsing Carter’s reelection. The
Oct. 23 Wall Street Journal de-
nounced the administration for al-
lowing Castro a free hand in the
Caribbean, and charged editorial-
ly that the administration has sup-
pressed information about Sandi-
nista activity in Latin America be-
cause the $75 million aid package
granted to Nicaragua last week
depended on certification by Car-
ter that no such activity was occur-
ring. The Journal also charges
Carter with suppressing intelli-
gence reports on Cuban maneu-
vers abroad.

® MUAMMAR QADDAFI this
week called upon Muslim pilgrims
making the annual pilgrimage to
Mecca to rise up and overthrow
the royal family of Saudi Arabia.
Since the beginning of the Iran-
Iraq war, Qaddafi has repeatedly
waged a verbal assault on the Sau-
dis because of their quiet support
for Iraq. Libya has been a close
ally of the Ayatollah Khomeini
and has been supplying Iran with
arms. Because of the threats to
internal security, the Saudi regime
has tried to cut short the pilgrim-
age this month.

® ARGENTINE industrial and
agricultural organizations met
Oct. 18 to issue an declaration that
Friedmanite economic policies
must be halted before their enter-
prises go under. Representatives
of 376 groups demanded debt re-
lief for stricken producers, reduc-
tions in tax pressure, cuts in non-
productive government spending,
restored trade protection for in-
dustry, and the upvaluation of the
peso to its market value.
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