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Report. from Bonn by George Gregory and Rainer Apel 

A fight among Social Democrats 

Willy Brandt would like to see the SPD a house divided, by 
means of the "peace movement" riots. 

Wtile hundreds of smashed win­
dows, plundering, and public viol­
ence in nearly all of West 
Germany's big cities remind many 
of the older citizens of the rampant 
Nazi movement at the end of the 
Weimar Republic, a handful of 
courageous politicians, led by the 
Chancellor himself, has taken steps 
against the spread. of rioting that 
goes under the guise of "the new 
social movement." 

Both Helmut Schmidt and one 
of his closest allies in the SPD, Hol­
ger Borner, the Social Democratic 
Governor of the powerful state of 
Hesse, have addressed two major 
causes of these riots: the deterior!lt­
ing economic situation and the fact 
that the riots are being used against 
Schmidt. 

Facing increasing problems 
with the "peace movement," which 
works into the rather unstable situ­
ation in the Social Democratic Par­
ty (SPD) and undermines Schmidt's 
public image, Schmidt wrote to 
SPD Chairman Willy Brandt on 
Sept. 16, addressing the need to 
discipline the party's discussions 
about the "peace issue." Schmidt 
drew a direct line from the Berlin 
riots against U.S. Secretary of State 
Haig, through the following series 
of terrorist attacks on U.S. military 
officers and facilities, to the Bonn 
demonstration against NATO on 
Oct. 10 that is planned to assemble 
more than 100,000. SPD Chairman 
Brandt, whose sympathies for the 
"peace movement" are not con-
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cealed, failed to rule that no Social 
Democrat, and especially no lead­
ing member of that party, may par­
ticipate in the Bonn demonstration; 
a deep split and open controversy 
followed between the Chancellor 
and the SPD Chairman. 

The Schmidt faction of the 
SPD, known as the Kana/arbeiter, 
has called for application of the 
party's incompatibility regulations 
against members who join the dem­
onstration. In a widely publicized 
statement, Peter Corterior, Under­
secretary of State in Bonn's Foreign 
Ministry, has characterized the 
demonstration as "an undisguised 
effort to stab the Chancellor and his 
government policy in the back." 
The Brandt wing's endorsement of 
most of the recent-and mostly vio­
lent-demonstrations has led many 
party members to demand that 
Brandt resign his post. 

The Chancellor himself, as if to 
underline his political position, met 
with the chairman of the police 
trade union on Oct. 6 to assure him 
of the government's and the 
nation's support for the very diffi­
cult task of the police. 

Holger Borner faces similar 
problems with the environmentalist 
protest against such industrial proj­
ects as the construction of a third 
runway for Frankfurt's interna­
tional airport. It was Borner who, 
in an interview with the weekly Der 
Spiegel, first termed the radical en­
vironmentalists as "tendentially 
fascist"-a notion that has since 

been expressed by most of the trade 
unions here, whose offices were 
ransacked by rampaging youth. 

Borner, who had previously 
blamed recessionist policies as the 
main cause for the urban riots that 
shook Britain this spring, has 
added an attack on monetarist poli­
cies, in a speech he ga ve at the Hesse 
state SPD convention on past er­
rors. Stressing that his own policy is 
one of industrial jobs, he said, 
"What is being practiced as an al­
ternative economic model in Eng­
land or in the United States at pres­
ent, I would not wish to be prac­
ticed here in our country." He said 
that he considered it "intolerable 
cynicism if millions of human 
beings are made, as happens there, 
victims of a few scientists who try to 
apply to living beings economic 
theories they invented on their 
drawing boards. Not even Wall 
Street believes in the application of 
this American policy." 

Borner asserted that a policy of 
"planned recessions" would inevit­
ably lead to more unemployment 
and the growing susceptibility of 
people to "strongman propagan­
da" and toleration of political viol­
ence-as West Germany has begun 
to experience it in the form of youth 
riots thinly disguised as "peace 
movement" demonstrations. In­
stead, Borner proposed a policy of 
social stability and detente as the 
best way to secure industrial jobs 
and exports and, thereby, public 
wealth. 

Borner and Schmidt, aware that 
they do not have the support of the 
Socialist International and its 
Chairman, Willy Brandt, have stat­
ed they intend to hold town meet­
ings to gain public support for their 
policy among the "silent majority" 
of West German citizens. 
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