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Moscow's August war 

plans in the Mideast 

by Thierry Lalevee 

Ongoing preparations for this year's Hajj or holy pilgrimage 
to Mecca, have put most Western intelligence agencies on a 
special status of alert. First, there is the growing fear that this 
year, Iranian-sponsored Islamic fundamentalists, who have 
been creating disturbances at Mecca since 1979, will attempt 
a replay of their November 1980 take over of the Mosque 
which brought the Saudi kingdom close to the brink. Indica­
tions abound that a global fundamentalist upheaval may be 
planned, with a crisis in Saudi Arabia as a focal point. 

Iran's Hojatessalam Mehdi Karroubi, head of the Foun­
dation of the Martyrs which helped plot the June 14 TWA 
hijacking, announced on July 23: ''The Imam says that we 
must exploit the ceremonies of the pilgrimage to bring about 
a political awakening among all Muslims and stir up dem­
onstrations at Masjed el Haram, in Mecca town, in Medina, 
and in Jeddah." 

Karroubi had just been appointed by Khomeini the "com­
mander-in-chief' of this year's pilgrimage. 

The same day, Hojatessalam Hashemi-Rafsanjani, pres­
ident of the Parliament who is expected to become prime 
minister after the Aug. 16 presidential elections, declared: 
"All pilgrims must shout with all their strength: Death to 
America, death to the West. This is the Imam's command." 

Over the last three weeks of July, some four Iranian­
organized meetings were held, one of them in Montreal on 
July 4, reportedly led by Ayatollah Sandjabi, an original 
member of the revolutionary council in 1979. 

Ten days later, a conference in London organized by the 
Islamic Council of Europe under Salem Azzam, gathered to 
discuss Islamic banking and petrodollars, but included dis­
cussions between Algerian fundamentalist Ahmed Ben Bel­
la, Tunisian Islamist Habib Mokni, and a score of Middle 
Eastern fundamentalists representing underground terrorist 
groups from the Gulf and Egypt, such as Iraq's al Da'awa 
party. Leading the discussion was Hojatessalam Mohadegh 
Damad of Khomeini's home town, Qom. Two other confer­
ences are reported to have taken place in Africa, one in 
Gaborone, capital of Botswana. 

At the top of the agenda of these meetings was the precise 
organization of the 150,000 Iranian pilgrims who will be sent 
this year, together with hundreds of thousands of Iranian 
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agents among other delegations. Pilgrims are to be organized 
along specific chains of command under a militarily-trained 
leader and a political activist. Non-Iranians have been re­
quested to come to Iran by the end of July to perfect their 
military training. Up to 15% of the Iranian contingent will be 
veterans of the war with Iraq, most belonging to Brigade 110, 
established last year. Based in Iran and Lebanon, the brigade 
is running most of Iran's wet-work in the region. 

Although Saudi authorities can be relied upon to take 
necessary precautions around the mosque and other key lo­
cations, a surprise may be afoot. There may be disturbances 
in Mecca, but the real operations could take place elsewhere: 
for example, in Saudi Arabia's eastern province around the 
oil fields of Dahran, which is predominantly Shi'ite. Arms 
caches would have already been placed there. 

An upheaval may reach as far as Bahrain, now linked to 
the Arabian Peninsula by a 25 km bridge. Last June, an 

The all-out assault being readied 
against the Palestinians in 
Lebanon ... has been worked out 
in secret discussions between the 
Syrians and Israelis, under the 
sponsorship qf the Soviet Union. 

Iranian-sponsored plot to overthrow the Emir of Bahrain was 
uncovered in London, the fourth such a plot in five years, as 
Khomeini revives Iran's historical claims to the predomi­
nantly Shi'ite island. 

Moscow and Iran's war plans 
Syria's July 29 decision to send some 50 Soviet-made T-

62 tanks to the Shi'ite Amal militia in Beirut, is not only a 
gross violation of the June agreement which ended the so­
called "war of the camps," whereby all heavy weapons were 
to be handed over to the Lebanese army, but is a signal that 
Damascus wants to deliver a final blow to the Palestinians in 

Lebanon. 
The decision came less than 24 hours after the signing in 

Beirut of a new "political alliance" between Shi'ite leader 
Nabih Berri and Druze chieftain Walid Jumblatt. Laying the 
basis for such a pact were three days of consultations in 
Damascus with Vice-President Abdel Halim Khaddam, to 
strenghten the "anti-Arafat front in Lebanon," as it was called. 

The danger of this genocidal operation was first identified 
by PLO Chairman Arafat in an explosive interview on July 
19 broadcast by Radio Cairo. In the interview, Arafat explic­
itly identified Syria as harboring "a major plot against the 
Palestinian cause and against the Arab nation as a whole. . . . 
The aim of the plot was, and still is, to oust half a million 

EIR August 9, 1985 

http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/1985/eirv12n31-19850809/index.html


Palestinians from Lebanon in accordance with what Sharon 
said when he entered Lebanon. Nabih Berri is only the Trojan 
Horse used in the implementation of the plot." 

The all-out assault being readied against the Palestinians 
in Lebanon is part of a final solution to the Palestinian prob­
lem that has been worked out in secret discussions between 
the Syrians and Israelis, under the sponsorship of the Soviet 
Union, whose deal with the Ariel Sharon faction in Israel has 
now surfaced publicly with the news that the Soviets and 
Israelis are getting set to reestablish diplomatic relations. 
Once the Palestinian problem is "eliminated," which all sides 
agree is best accomplished through a holocaust, then a redi­
vision of the Middle East will occur. 

A new massacre of Arafat's followers in Lebanon is to 
be coupled with Syrian-sponsored kamikaze operations by 
the Nazi National Socialist Syrian Party against Israeli sol­
diers in southern Lebanon. These, by pre-arrangement, will 
be used by Israeli hawks as a pretext to go after Jordan! The 
point has been underlined by July 29 and July 30 declarations 
by former Israeli Defense Minister Ariel Sharon, Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, and Defense Minister Yitzhak Ra­
bin, who announced that terrorist actions against Israel in 
Lebanon were organized by Arafat's PLO! 

The Feb. 11 Arafat/Hussein agreement, merging Pales­
tinian and Jordanian representatives for peace talks with Is­
rael, was denounced in the Knesset by Rabin as a "terrorist 
pact." "We should strike at PLO bases in Jordan," announced 
Sharon. Such lying signals a reactivation of the secret agree­
ment between Sharon and Assad to partition Lebanon and 
absorb Jordan. 

In his July 19 interview, Arafat also warned of "plots 
aimed at partitioning Lebanon on a sectarian basis and Bal­
kanizing the region." The main feature of such an arrange­
ment will be to drive the U.S. out of the Mideast and to 
destroy all pro-Western nations, such as Egypt, Jordan, and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Prior to Arafat's warning it is known that the Syrian­
backed Amal had already received the go-ahead for these 
operations from a representative of the Israeli secret service, 
the Mossad. In a meeting between a Mossad operative, and 
Amal leader Daoud Daoud, held before the TWA hijacking, 
the Israelis guaranteed the Amal the right to Southern Leba­
non, if they wiped out the Palestinians. 

Arafat's warnings took place amid consistant attacks by 
the Amal launched against Palestinian refugee camps in Bei­
rut and throughout Lebanon. At that time, the Amal and the 
Lebanese Army's 6th Brigade were shelling all parts of the 
Burj al-Barajinah camp in the southern suburbs of Beirut, the 
AI-Baddawi camp near Tripoli in north Lebanon, and the Al­
Buss camp near Sidon in southern Lebanon. 

All this, however, may be only the tip of the iceberg. 
Intelligence reports speak of more than 1,000 East German 
advisers arriving in Libya. That could indicate new funda­
mentalist operations against Egypt, as well as a new Libyan 
offensive in Chad. 
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How Moscow Plays the 
Muslim Card in the 
Middle East 
In the past year, have you ... 

Suspected that the news media are not presenting 
an accurate picture of Soviet gains and capabilities 
in the Middle East? 
Wondered how far the Khomeini brand of funda­
mentalism will spread? 
Asked yourself why the United States seems to be 
making one blunder after another in the Middle 
East? 
If so, you need EIIls new Special Report, "How 
Moscow Plays the Muslim Card in the Middle East." 

This ground-breaking report covers: 

• History and Mideast poliey of the Pugwash 
Conferences, whose organization by Bertrand 
Russell in 1957 involved high-level Soviet par­
ticipation from the beginning. Pugwash Confer­
ences predicted petroleum crises and foresaw 
tactical nuclear warfare in the Middle East. 

• The Soviet Islam establishment, including 
Shiite-born Politburo member Geidar Aliyev, the 
Soviet Orientology and Ethnography think tanks, 
and the four Muslim Boards of the U.S.S.R. 

• Moscow's cooptation of British intelligence 
networks (including those of the "Muslim 
Brotherhood"-most prominent member, Aya­
tollah Khomeini) and parts of Hitler's Middle 
East networks, expanded after the war. 

• The U.S.S.R.'s diplomatic and political gains 
in the region since 1979. Soviet penetration 
of Iran as a case study of Moscow's Muslim card. 
The August 1983 founding of the Teheran-based 
terrorist "Islamintem," which showed its hand 
in the Oct. 23 Beirut bombings. 

S250.00. Order from EIR Research, P.O. Box 17726, 
Washington, D.C. 20041-0726 
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