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be a six-year project, of which UHDE would directly get

“perhaps 7-800 million DM for engineering and design work.” Currency Rates

The rest would go to yet-unnamed subcontractors. Spread

over six years, this would mean an average of 1.7 billion DM
per annum, or 0.3% of total worldwide export in 1985. Even
for Hoechst itself, 'it would amou'nt to some 1/3 of one percent The dollar in deutscﬁemarks
of annual worldwide sales. Put into the frame of the UHDE New York late afternoon fixing
subsidiary, which in recent years averages some 1 billion/
yéar DM turnover, the polyester fiber factory project would, 2.80
however, dwarf all other projects, representing the compa-
ny’s largest contract to date, perhaps a 15% increase in annual 2.70
turnover.
A spokesman for the industry association BDI clarified . 2.60
that in the past two years, German industry has secured “not
one single major contract with the Soviet Unioh.” “Every 2.50 \\’v\z\
Western country is waiting for the final Five-Year Plan, but : \_v— Y
from preliminary information, it appears that it will not em- 2“:’1 TR T TR T T : m
phasize great industrial projects for the West as previously. o :‘ 118 1hs
The emphasis appears to be on investment in increasing pro- The dollar In yen
ductivity of present plant and equipment, moderizing fac- -foo York late aflernoon Raing
tories.” This may translate into orders for machine tools and 20
certain equipment from Germany, until now Russia’s largest
source of Western industrial goods. The industry association 220
spokesman concluded, “We and the businessmen involved
in this [Soviet] trade business, have no big hopes regarding 210
East bloc trade. We only hope to get a fair share of the orders,
but we are competing with every major industrial nation. We 200 N\ ~ ~—l et
are more realistic, I think, than some of the press or politi- -
cians.” 190 ;
127 124 1211 1218 1225 11 8. 115
The real target: SDI cooperation _ The dollar in Swiss francs
The timing of the latest propaganda barrage on behalf of New York late afternoon fixing
expanded German-East bloc trade is calculated to inflict max-
imum political damage on the potential Bonn-Washington 240
cooperation on the SDI, a major strategic objective of the )
U.S.S.R., as part of a broader process of decoupling West 2:30
Germany from the NATO alliance. The game was exposed
in the cited Der Spiegel article. The article on German-East 220
trade concludes, “German industry needs a framework agree- 10 P
ment to proceed with the American SDI project. The trade - Gt - \ " TFL
deals with the Soviet Union can proceed without any such 2.00 andB
restrictive agreements. With East trade lie potentially con- 27 124 1211 128 1228 11 18 115
tLr]a;cl‘:s tgfdzilehons in valu?, while the §DI QCallng with the The British pound in dollars
promises only $900,000.” While the argument New York late afternoon fixing
is a willful fraud designed to obscure the civilian argument
behind SDI cooperation, namely the access to the most ad- 1.50
" vanced frontiers of laser and space technologies, essential for Y
the future of West German as well as world industry, it is 1.40 , L~ = h
clearly influencing Bonn policy. Already the government is b '
reported discussing revising the 1982 ceiling on limiting Ger- 1.30
many’s Soviet trade dependence to no more than 10% of total '
state Hermes credit guarantees. If the UHDE deal is secured, 1.20
this limit will be exceeded. If this is done at the expense of
serious SDI collaboration, the results for the future of the 110 :
Federal RCpUbliC will be incalculable. 11727 12/4 ) 12/11 12/18 12/25 11 1/8 115
8 Economics . EIR January 24, 1986

! © 1986 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.


http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/1986/eirv13n04-19860124/index.html

