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Soviet 'spetsnaz' units 
strike Western Europe 

I 

by Konstantin George 

Editor's Note: Last week, Executive Intelligence Review 
presented the case that the Soviet Union had launched a war 
operation against the Federal Republic of Germany , of which 
the May 17-18 anti-nuclear riots at Wackersdorf were ,the 
opening shot. Now, as we go to press, hundreds of thousands 
of Moscow-manipulated rioting mobs are gathered at five 
nuclear power sites in that nation, whose explicit marching 
orders, distributed in millions of leaflets, are to "tear down 
the gates," and to perform "all forms of resistance against 
the nuclear mafia." 

An estimated 4,000 to 5 ,000 highly trained violent prov­
ocateurs, with appropriate military equipment, are expected 
to conduct operations under the cover of the crazed mob of 
Greenie environmentalists. Law-enforcement authorities in 
the Federal Republic would not offer any estimate as to what 
proportion of these violence-sowing provocateurs may be 
actual Soviet spetsnaz personnel. 

EIR, however, has found itself in a highly unusual posi­
tion: Whereas our evaluation that the current wave of violent 
rioting is part of a Soviet actual war deployment and not an 
ordinary radical violent binge, has been not only accepted 
but also amply corroborated by civilian and military author­
ities, these authorities chose to maintain official silence. The 
subject of Soviet spetsnaz deployments inside nations of 
Western Europe is officially taboo in the Federal Republic of 
Germany and in Sweden, the two countries with the highest 
frequency of spetsnaz deployments. Secretly, however, the 
spetsnaz issue is the most intensively discussed among law­
enforcement and military authorities. Political authorities 
are enforcing a rule of official silence on the subject for two 
sets of reasons: first, the irifluence of factions of appeasers 
and Russian "fifth columnists" maintained inside these gov-
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ernments by U.S. State Department irifluence, and second, 
the simple fact that if the gover1Jments under attack acknowl­
edge the attack, they must eithfr take military counter mea­
sures against the aggressor, o}, lose all remaining authority 
as governments. 

We offer the following general outline of the character of 
Soviet spetsnaz deployments it, anticipation of information 
imminently to be developed in ftte aftermath of the new wave 
of violent riots presently in pro¥ress. 

1 
What are the spetsnaz? I 

In the recent period, Wes�rn Europe, and, above all, 
West Genoany, has been pla�ed by concerted "Green" vi­
olence directed against nucle*" power-plant facilities and 
construction sites, coupled wi� a wave of terrorism charac­
terized by repeated bombing�, arson, and assassinations 
against key figures in the defettse-industrial establishment. 
In addition to the up-front viol�nt demonstrations at nuclear 
sites, such as at Wackersdorf iQ Bavaria, there has been-to 
cite but one example-at Bri�in's Sizewell nuclear power 
plant, a mysterious chain of nf fewer than four suspicious 
"accidents" including fires in th past five months-too many 
nuclear power plant "mishaps' to possibly be evaluated as 
"coincidences." ! 

The sabotage, violence, an� assassinations that have been 
hitting Western Europe over the past two years, with ever­
growing intensity, are the lea�ng edge of mounting Soviet 
directed pre-war covert and "S�cial Operations" warfare. 

Moscow has, for such purposes, an "elite of the elite" 
commando force, with a peadetime strength of well over 
30,000, called in Russian SpeWalnogo Naznacheniya (Spe­
cial Designation)-widely knoWn in the West under its Rus-
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sian acronym spetsnaz. The figure of 30,000 plus is merely 
the peacetime strength, and, as we shall elaborate later, is 
irrelevant as a wartime estimate. Total spetsnaz wartime 
strength is between 100,000 and 120,000. 

The spetsnaz forces come under the jurisdiction of the 
3rd Department of the GRU's 5th Directorate. The 5th Di­
rectorate is commanded by the GRU's 1st deputy head, its 
number-two man, Colonel-General Pavlov. 

Spetsnaz forces are entrusted with key special missions, 
both directly preceding and timed with the outbreak of war. 
Their missions include: 1) The assassination of Western po­
litical and military leaders; 2) The destruction of crucial NATO 
targets, such as nuclear-missile bases, ammunition and fuel 
depots, pipelines, bridges, tunnels, rail lines, communica­
tions nerve centers, both military and civilian, airfields and 
airports, port installations, and military shipping caught in 
port at the war's outbreak; 3) The seizure of crucial targets, 
such as bridges behind enemy lines, to be held until the 
advancing Red Army regular forces reach them. 

Soviet spetsnaz forces are specially selected on criteria 
not only of physical strength and stamina, but also cleverness 
and cunning, and, extremely important, language skills. They 
are given the most rigorous training possible. The training 
not only includes expertise in the art of silent assasination 
with silencer pistols, long-range rifles with telescopic sights, 
and chemical- and gas-spray pistols, and expertise in the use 
of all types of demolitions, but extremely rough long-term 
survival courses in all types of wilderness-deserts, moun­
tains, arctic climates, forests, etc. A regular feature of the 
training is the air dropping of a spetsnaz unit in inhospitable 
terrain, with the orders to reach a designated point up to 
hundreds of kilometers away, and successfully carry out a 
sabotage mission there. All spetsnaz soldiers are expert par­
achutists and swimmers, and those assigned to the four spets­
naz naval brigades are expert divers. 

The spetsnaz trainee also receives long and thorough 
training in which he learns all the physical characteristics of 
the target of his wartime mission down to the minutest detail. 
Extensive training is conducted inside the Soviet Union and 
on Warsaw Pact territory whose terrain features most closely 
approximate the terrain features of the wartime operational 
zone in the West. 

This "terrain familiarity" is further refined through the 
following procedure. Spetsnaz troops who go into the spets­
naz reserve, are automatically reassigned to jobs allowing 
them to travel in the West, to familiarize themselves first­
hand with their future operational area. Examples include 
their employment as truck drivers, in "tourist groups," as 
circus and sports performers, etc., who extensively travel 
through the very regions and towns where in a future war 
they will return as "guides" for the spetsnaz unit deployed to 
perform sabotage in the region. Likewise, ports and harbors 
are systematically covered by spetsnaz reservists operating 
in the Soviet Merchant Marine, and airports by spetsnaz 
reservists employed by the Soviet Airline, Aeroflot. 
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The Soviet spetsnaz forces are divided into two distinct 
types of units. The first, and numerically fewer, are the spets­
naz agents, or "sleepers," already in place in the West, long 
before the commencement of war. They have been system­
atically infiltrated into Western countries over the past two 
decades, after thorough training in the arts of killing silently, 
sabotage and demolitions, and language, so that they "blend 
in" perfectly in their new environment. 

Some of these agents, who work on the basis of small 
teams, get themselves employed by strategically vital firms, 
such as armaments companies, utilities, the state railroad, 
harbor jobs, airports, the military, and government posts, to 
name but a few areas. Others establish their own firms-such 
as trucking companies, for example, both in West Germany 
and West Berlin-or choose "hobbies" such as becoming 
"amateur" pilots-to create an infrastructure to be utilized 
by the spetsnaz commando brigades and companies when the 
order comes for them to cross the frontier right before the 
outbreak of war. Others, who hold relatively innocuous jobs, 
have the assignment to stockpile needed weapons and explo­
sives in buried caches, which both the in-place teams and the 
spetsnaz companies coming from the other side will use to 
augment their supplies for the pre-war and wartime sabotage 
missions. 

The second, and numerically far greater portion of the 
spetsnaz, are the 24 spetsnaz brigades, each with 1,300 men. 
They are allocated on the basis of one spetsnaz brigade for 
each of the 16 Military Districts inside the Soviet Union, and 
one brigade for each of the four Soviet Groups of Forces in 
Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary. Accord­
ing to reliable sources, there are already two spetsnaz bri­
gades in place with the "Group of Soviet Forces in Germany," 
given that a brigade is assigned to a group of Armies forming 
a "Front," of which, under the peacetime order of battle, 
there are two in East Germany. The remainder are the four 
spetsnaz naval brigades, one each for the Soviet Northern 
Fleet (Murmansk), the Baltic Fleet, the Black Sea Fleet, and 
the Pacific Fleet. In addition, there are 41 independent spets­
naz companies, each with 115 men, attached to every Soviet 
Army. 

Main target: West Germany 
The greatest single concentration of Soviet spetsnaz forces 

anywhere in the world is directed against West Germany, 
followed by Scandinavia. Spetsnaz forces earmarked exclu­
sively against West Germany include the two brigades based 
in East Germany, the brigade based with the "Northern Group 
of Forces" in Poland, and the brigade based in the Byelorus­
sian Military District. In addition to these four brigades, at 
least half of the brigade based with the "Central Group of 
Forces" in Czechoslovakia, as well as the five independent 
spetsnaz companies attached to the Armies of the GSFG, the 
two independent spetsnaz companies attached to the two 
Armies of the "Central Group," the one company attached to 
the "Northern Group," and several independent spetsnaz 
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companies based in the Byelorussian Military District, are 

all earmarked exclusively for wartime missions on German 
soil. 

Thus, not counting the "sleeper" spetsnaz agent teams in 
place inside the Federal Republic of Germany, there exists a 
peacetime spetsnaz force of nearly 7,500 professional killers 
and saboteurs for employment, exclusively against targets in 
West Germany. A "peacetime" spetsnaz force level is how­
ever, irrelevant to the consideration of their actual use, since, 
obviously, what will hit the Federal Republic will be the 
spetsnaz' wartime strength. If one multiplies by four, one 
gets a fair estimate of the actual strength that would be em­
ployed for special missions on the soil of the Federal Repub­
lic. We are talking about a figure of no fewer than 30,000 
spetsnaz in wartime, who would wreak havoc on NATO 
command control centers, communications and transporta­
tion targets, infrastructure such as bridges, tunnels, airports, 
and ports, assassinating military and political leaders, and so 
on. 

The spetsnaz assassination teams (among those stationed 
on Warsaw Pact territory) are the staff company of each 
spetsnaz brigade. These personnel are expert assassins and 
linguists, and would enter the West disguised either as NATO 
personnel or in civilian guise. The forces of the spetsnaz 
brigades stationed with the "Groups of Forces" and in the 
Military Districts of the U .S.S.R. never appear in airborne 
uniform, which is the "parade" uniform of the spetsnaz. They 
are quartered under various guises, usually as Signal (Com­
munications) troops. 

Infiltrating this large force into West Germany is unfor­
tunately not very difficult. Besides the obvious use of para­
chute drops and helicopter transport, there are long, uninha­
bited stretches of the inner German border, and numerous 
points where unnoticed border crossings could occur. The 
teams would be received by the spetsnaz agents already in 
place, and transported in a matter of a few hours-overnight, 
for example-to almost any point in the Federal Republic, 
or, for that matter, into the Low Countries and France as 
well. The Berlin transit routes with their notorious lack of 
controls for "Western" vehicles denote another easy means 
for mass covert infiltration. In addition to trucks and other 
vehicles owned by in-place spetsnaz agents, East Germany 
has a large supply of West German cars and vehicles confis­
cated in the dismantling of many Fluchthilfe (smuggling ref­
ugees out of East Germany) operations over the years. 

Next to West Germany, the largest numerical concentra­
tion of spetsnaz is facing Scandinavia. These units include 
the spetsnaz brigades attached to the Baltic and Leningrad 
Military Districts, as well as the spetsnaz naval brigades 
attached to the Northern Fleet and the Baltic Fleet. These 
naval brigades, composed of expert frogmen, are equipped 
with mini-subs, hovercraft, light transport aircraft and heli­
copters, to undertake lightning commando raids into Norway 
and Sweden .. 
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How Moscow runs 
i 

by Rachel Douglas 

Four executive members of the West German Green Party 
visited Moscow in mid-Apri�, just two weeks before the 
Chernobyl nuclear explosion � one month before the Greens 
would rampage against police land the transportation system 
at the nuclear facility at Wac�ersdorf, Bavaria. Delegation 
members Lukas Beckmann, Jufta von Ditfurth, Rainer Tram­
pert, and Martina Kostede co,ferred with high-ranking So­
viet officials, including Politb�o member Boris Yeltsin (who 
subsequently attended the W�st German Communist Party 
congress in Hamburg on May 2-4) and Vadim Zagladin, 
deputy chief of the Soviet Co'lnmunist Party's International 
Department. 

' 

Momentarily silent after cbernobyl, the Greens soon is­
sued the eerie slogan, "Chetnobyl is everywhere," then 

I 

launched their furious frontal iattack against nuclear power 
and industry-in the West. : 

Nearly overlooked in the qreen-engendered melee, was 
the significance of that mid-Al' 

·1 diplomatic sojourn in Mos­
cow: The Greens, whose plat� rm encompasses the destruc­
tion of industry in Germany, e dissolution of NATO, and 
the legalization of pederasty, apd who have long been, along 
with associated terrorist shock toops, the recipients of under­
the-table support from the East �loc, now enjoy official party­
to-party relations with the Sov,et Communist Party. 

An evil professor 
I 

Greeting the Greens deleg4tion at the airport in Moscow 
was Ivan Timofeyevich Frolo�, editor of the CPSU journal, 
Kommunist. I . 

Frolov is one of the Sovi�t Union's top experts in the 
cultivation and exploitation ofianti-science Jacobin mobs as 
the core of an anti-republican, actually fascist, movement in 
the West today. He wears acad�mic robes as former professor 
at Moscow State University �d chairman of the U.S.S.R. 
Academy of Sciences' Scientific Council on Philosophical 
and Social Problems of SCie*e and Technology. Just the 
titles of Frolov' s scholarly wotfcs already point to his affinity 
with the theoreticians of rad�al environmentalism in the 
West. He has written Contempbrary Science and Humanism 
(1974), The Progress of Sci�nce and the Future of Man 
(1975), Dialectics and Ethicsi the Science of Life (1978), 
Global Problems and the Fut e of Mankind (1982), Pros­
pects for Mankind (1979, 1983 , and On the Meaning of Life , 

I 
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