TABLE 6
Performance of agricultural sector

Years
1960-61 1970-71 1980-81 1984-85

Area under rice production 34.1 371 40.2 41.2
(million hectares)

Total rice production 34.6 422 53.6 58.6
(million tons)

Percentage of area irrigated 44.7% 37.5% 40.5% 41.9%"
Percentage of rice N.A. 14.9% 39.7% 60.4%
cultivation under HYV

Under wheat production 12.9 18.2 223 23.6
(million hectares)

Total wheat production 11.0 23.8 37.5 44.2
(million tons)

Percentage of area irrigated 15.1% 54.5% 69.7% 72.4%"
Wheat cultivation under HYV ~ N.A. 358% 722% 831
Under oilseed production 13.8 15.4 15.6 19.9
(million hectares)

Total oilseed production 70 9.6 9.4 13.1
(million tons)

Percentage of area irrigated 1.5%  2.9% 72% 14.9%"
Fertilizer consumption N.A. 114 338 62.8

(average kg/hectare
of arable land)

*figures available only for 1982-83.

India’s geographic parameters will have remained the same,
while everything else will have increased: population, cattle
numbers, foodgrain production, organized industrial activi-
ty, housing, clothing demand, etc. Surely the food and agri-
cultural raw materials demand will not be met by fostering
agriculture “anywhere and everywhere.” Productivity is the
solution.

Agriculture is suitable only in limited areas where the
highest productivity can be achieved. That means concen-
trated use of energy per hectare in the form of mechanization,
improved seed varieties, chemical fertilizers, pesticides, and
so on, to reduce the total energy consumption per ton of
agricultural produce. It means tilling the most fertile land
using pumped groundwater.

One such area is the Gangetic Valley, stretching from
Uttar Pradesh to the Bay of Bengal. This area holds the key
to India’s economic awakening. Three hundred million peo-
ple live in this basin and the area can provide all the agricul-
tural produce that the entire country would possibly need in
the year 2000. It can provide more: It can provide the coungry
with exportable surpluses, with new agro-industrial com-
plexes, new cities, and can be a huge workshop for the pro-
duction of skilled manpower.

Most important, it is a vision that can move the nation.
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