
Click here for Full Issue of EIR Volume 13, Number 36, September 12, 1986

© 1986 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.

fore, urban centers develop very poorly as centers of indus­
trial production for the domestic market as a whole. The cities 
become predominantly administrative centers, centers of 
tourism, and dumping places for displaced, unskilled, rural 
poor. 

Under such or similar conditions, the basis for develop­
ment of the economy is primarily massive development of 
basic economic infrastructure plus providing protected fair 
prices for agricultural products, the latter at levels at which 
the farmers are able to be a market for the kinds of urban­
produced technologies which raise the levels of per capita 
and per hectare agricultural development. Within this con-

Why use the term 
'lbero-America' 

"The use of the term 'Ibero-America,' in place of 'Latin 
America,' is the only correct one," comments Lyndon H. 
LaRouche. "In the first place, the official languages of the 
region to the south of the Rio Bravo are dialects of Spanish 
and Portuguese. In the second place, Spanish and Portu­
guese derive from Italian, not from Latin. The myth that 

Italian, French, Spanish, and Portuguese were dialects of 
Latin roots, is an invention of the early nineteenth century , 
political propaganda against the Italian nationalist move­
ment. The fraud that Italian derives from Latin was in­
vented in the first decade of the 1900s, to attack the work 
of the philologists Wilhelm and Alexander von Humboldt 
and their Italian collaborators. 

"In the third place, Italian is as ancient, at least, as 
Latin, and much more ancient than the Latin of ancient 
Latin literature. The Romans, while conquering the other 

peoples of Latin speech, conquered one by one the other 
peoples of Italy, the majority of which did not speak Latin 
but the Italian language, which was as perfected as the 
former and more broadly diffused. Moreover, the major­
ity of the Roman soldiers, for example, spoke Italian as 
their native language. As a result of this, approximately 
90% of the French population of the fourteenth century 
spoke Italian and not courtly French, which was intro­
duced as an artificial dialect to the French royal court at 
the beginning of the seventeenth century . 

"To use the term 'Thero-America' is obligatory not 
only for reasons of philological rigor; the distinction be­
tween the terms 'Latin America' and 'Ibero-America' has 
a profound practical importance in politics and culture. 
Present-day Thero-American culture is a product, funda­
mentally, of three political-cultural elements: a) the Au-
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text, the emphasis must be, the fostering and protection of 
urban industries based on expanded markets for industrial 
goods consumed in infrastructure-building and development 
of agricultural productivity . 

Within this context, each nation must develop advanced 
capabilities in production of capital goods. The domestic 

market for such capital goods, will be the industries supply­
ing infrastructure-building and agricultural development. 

Through "common tnaIket" agreements, the few capital goods 
industries in each nation will become part of a broad spectrum 
of capital-goods production throughout the common market 
as a whole. So, each nation will export some capital goods 

gustinian influence in the peninsula which culminated in 
the period of Alfonso the Wise; b) the influence of the 

Italian Golden Renaissance, of the fifteenth to the seven­
teenth centuries; and c) the participation of outstanding 

forces of Spain, Portugal, and lbero-America in the Trans­
atlantic movement led by Benjamin Franklin between 1766 
and 1789, and later by the Marquis Gilbert de Lafayette. 
Except for the influence of the American System of polit­
ical economy and the model of the United States Consti­

tution of 1787-89 in Thero-American politics, the domi­
nant cultural traits of the Spanish-speakers and Portu­
guese-speakers of America are lberic, Italian, and Ger­
man influences-let us say, that of Humboldt-opposed 
to that of the House of Austria. 

"Finally, if the Augustinian Church of Western Eu­
rope did much to transform the Latin of the Roman Empire . 
into an illustrious language, such that the medieval Latin 
of theology and philosophy was much more capable of 
expressing profound ideas than ancient Latin, the political 
movements to create sovereign and republican nation­
states, starting from the work of Dante Alighieri (for ex­
ample: De Monarchia; or the Concordantia Catholica of 
Cardinal Nicolaus of Cusa) were dedicated to completing 
the plan of Dante to elevate the quality and the political 
category of the national vernacular tongues, as is exem­
plified in the role played by the Commedia of Dante in the 
elevation of Literary Italian to the profound capacity of 
conception of Plato's classical Greek. 

"This was the historical basis of the great movements 
for the founding of republics, which were unleashed in the 

majority of the Spanish speaking and Portuguese speaking 
portions of the hemisphere in the era of the Napoleonic 
war. It is to these historical foundations which all the great 
political movements of the hemisphere must today return, 
as well as to the notions of the American Revolution of 
1776-89 and the lbero-American revolutions, to encoun­
ter a common political-cultural basis for their mutual re­
lations and their common actions." 
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