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A 20-year fight for development

Helga Zepp-LaRouche addresses the Bonn press corps on the
heritage of Populorum Progressio and the IDB.

At a press conference here April 28,
Helga Zepp-LaRouche, chairman of
the Patriots for Germany and wife of
U.S. presidential contender Lyndon
H. LaRouche, Jr., declared that if the
Western industrial countries had
adopted the 1967 papal encyclical Po-
pulorum Progressio, or LaRouche’s
1975 proposal for an International De-
velopment Bank, the current econom-
ic and banking crisis could have been
avoided.

She spoke in the same room, at the
Tulpenfeld Restaurant in Bonn, in
which her husband, almost exactly 12
years ago, had presented his plan for
an International Development Bank,
to an audience of about 40 represen-
tatives of the press and political insti-
tutions. The IDB would have provid-
ed credits for priority projects to in-
dustrialize the Third World.

The occasion of the press confer-
ence was the release of EIR’s new
German-language report, on the his-
tory of the past 20 years of fight for
Third World development, with spe-
cial reference to Pope Paul VI's Po-
pulorum Progessio.

The press conference, which last-
ed for two-and-a-half hours, occurred
at an important conjuncture in world
history. It was held two days before
the arrival of Pope John Paul II for a
five-day tour of Germanyj; it also took
place just a few days after the illegal
action of the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice against the offices of several pub-
lications associated with LaRouche.

Mrs. LaRouche reported on the
past 20 years of struggle for the right

of the Third World to industrial and
political development. The Vatican’s
contributions to this struggle included
Pope Paul VI's encyclical of 1967,
Populorum Progressio, and Pope John
Paul II’s encyclical of 1981, Laborem
Exercens. She also described the his-
tory of LaRouche’s political contri-
butions to the development debate,
from the IDB to the Operation Judrez
document of 1982, which charted a
strategy for Ibero-American integra-
tion and a solution to the debt crisis.

“You were told already 12 years
ago about the solution to the crisis,”
she said. “If the LaRouche proposals
had been listened to then, the world
would not face a devastating banking
crash now.”

She called on the audience to

imagine what the world would look
like, if Populorum Progressio had
been translated into political action
immediately after its publication in
1967: “With utmost certainty, most of
the problems the world is facing now,
could have been avoided, already years
ago.”
She emphasized that without Pope
John Paul II’s recent travels in Ibero-
America, the moral resistance of that
continent’s governments, like Alan
Garcia’s Peru, against the brutal re-
gime of the creditors, would likely not
have emerged.

“It is either a world monetary col-
lapse, or the New World Economic
Order, that we will have,” stated Hel-
ga Zepp-LaRouche. “Reaganomics”
has collapsed, and unless the power of
the United States economy is restored

along the lines of LaRouche’s propos-
als, there is little hope for the Western
hemisphere to escape the new crash.

Mrs. LaRouche answered ques-
tions, coming mainly from represen-
tatives of the Catholic Church, on de-
tails of the LaRouche proposals. (The
reporters from UPI and AP left, when
she began to discuss the idea of devel-
opment.) The audience was quite im-
pressed, and partly shocked, to leam
that by decisive action, the world cri-
sis could be solved within 24 hours. A
world conference of heads of state
would cancel the debt of the poorest
nations, turn the other Third World
debts from short-term, high-interest
loans into loans with low interest over
a longer term. New credits would be
issued for productive purposes, for
infrastructure-building and techno-
logical innovation. The 50 million
people currently unemployed in the
OECD countries could be re-em-
ployed rapidly.

Responding to questions on mili-
tary budgetd in the Third World, Hel-
ga Zepp-LaRouche referred to Peru-
vian President Garcia’s policy as “the
best approximation to what Populo-
rum Progressio and my husband’s
proposals mean.” She reported on
Garcia’s move to scrap unnecessary
arms purchases, dating from the peri-
od of the military junta, in favor of
purchasing helicopters that can be used
against the dope mafia and the terror-
ists of the Shining Path (Sendero Lu-
minoso) group.

Mrs. LaRouche also proposed that
the military aircraft capacities of the
industrial nations could be employed
for a peaceful purpose, namely trans-
porting components for infrastruc-
ture-building into Third World coun-
tries. “If army engineers can build a
pontoon bridge overariverin less than
24 hours, why can’t they do the same
anyplace else in the Third World?”
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