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Dateline Mexico by Héctor Apolinar
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Dismantling the Ojinaga connection

Taking out the head of the Chihuahua-based drug ring could
ultimately expose a far more important can of worms.

Pablo Acosta Villarreal, the pow-
erful gangster chieftain of the Chihu-
ahua-based marijuana and cocaine
trafficking ring known as the “Ojinaga
Connection,” was killed in a shootout
with 60 Mexican federal agents on
April 25. The agents had surrounded
the Acosta Villarreal ranch some 100
kilometers east of Ojinaga, on the bor-
der with Texas, and when the smoke
had cleared one of Mexico’s most in-
famous drug kingpins was “takenout.”

Acosta’s death was the latest of a
series of major blows that have been
dealt to his extensive network of co-
caine and marijuana distribution, a
network which extends from Califor-
nia to Texas. Because of the sheer vol-
ume of narcotics his ring handled,
Acosta was considered number 9 on a
list of the 10 most important drug traf-
fickers in all of Ibero-America. Intel-
ligence reports by narcotics authori-
ties in both Mexico and the United
States estimate that Acosta command-
ed an army of 200 “soldiers.”

In an earlier column on the “Ojin-
aga Connection,” we reported that
Acosta was associated with the infa-
mous “Medellin Cartel” which han-
dled the Colombian connection.

According to information made
available only hours after the bloody
shootout, the operations against Acos-
ta were backed up by such U.S. agen-
cies as the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration (DEA) and the FBI, who at
the request of the Mexican police had
set up a virtual blockade along the
U.S.-Mexican border where Acosta’s
ranch was located, for the purpose of
preventing his flight into the United

States. Even a helicopter from Fort
Bliss, in El Paso, Texas, was on loan
to assist the operation.

Following Acosta’s death, the
prosecution of the 200 members of his
band throughout the surrounding vil-
lages in the state of Chihuahua was
launched. On April 28, the federal ju-
dicial police (PFJ) announced the ar-
rest of one Emesto Poblano Fernan-
dez, 40, on charges of being a leading
partner-in-crime of Pablo Acosta. The
surprise came when commander Guil-
lermo Gonzailez Calderoni, the same
agent whose operation took Acosta
days earlier, told the press that Pob-
lano Ferndndez was a leading member
of the Nazi-Communist National Ac-
tion Party (PAN) in Chihuahua, as well
as the former municipal president of
Ojinaga.

EIR has extensively documented
the fact that the PAN party received
both financial and political support
from Oliver North’s “Project Democ-
racy” and the “invisible government”
in the United States, for the purpose
of fostering the political destabiliza-
tion of Mexico. Elhier Flores, PAN
leader in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua,
declared defiantly that there would be
no purge of the party’s members due
to Poblano’s arrest. It is no accident
that the PAN is also known in Mexico
by the name “Party of Support for the
Drug Trade” (Partido de Apoyo al
Narcotrdfico).

On April 9, as part of the opera-
tions against Acosta’s Ojinaga drug
ring, Mexican army troops under the
command of General Vinicio San-
toyo, raided a luxurious home during

an elaborate party, and arrested one
Bechir Bechelani Bachur, one of the
principal leaders of the Syrian Nation-
alist Popular Party, known throughout
the world for its terrorist suicide raids
in Lebanon. Those arrested with Be-
chelni were caught with cocaine, op-
ium, and a vast quantity of jewels.
Official investigators believe that drug
trafficking groups in Mexico ex-
change illegal narcotics for what are
probably “hot” jewels in the United
States.

Bechelani tried to get released on
bail a few days after the arrest, but was
held over for prosecution along with
others arrested in the group. Both Be-
chir and his brother Elias form part of
an extensive network of Syrian-Le-
banese who live in Mexico and are
controlled by or work for the Syrian
intelligence service to carry out sub-
versive operations throughout the
Western hemisphere.

Protector of the Bechelani broth-
ers is the Archbishop of the Orthodox
Antiochian' Church, Antonio Ched-
raui, who represents that church in
Mexico, Central America, the Carib-
bean (including Cuba), and Colombia
and Venezuela.

Chedraui, in turn, is a veteran agent
of Syrian intelligence; his family is
known throughout Lebanon for its
skills in espionage and subversion.
Chedraui’s sister Asaf was behind the
“Profumo” scandal in Britain which
led to the fall of a government. Ched-
raui himself has powerful control over
the Mexican-Lebanese community,
through his influence in the Maronite
Catholic Church headed by Monsi-
gnor Jack Najam.

One of the men closest to Chedraui
is the Maronite renegade Pedro Sar-
quis, husband of Martha Lara de Sar-
quis, who is the secretary general of
Chihuahuastate’s ministry of govern-
ment.
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