France

Klaus Barbie verdict
vindicates Resistance

by Philip S. Golub

In the early hours of July 3, Nazi Gestapo chief Klaus Barbie
was condemned to life imprisonment for wartime crimes
against humanity, including the mass deportations of Jewish
children to the concentration camps, by the jurors hearing the
case in the Appeals Court of Lyon, France. While this dé-
nouement was widely expected, the conduct of defense law-
yer Jacques “Mansour” Verges had raised doubts in the early
phases of the trial, doubts which were dispelled by the unan-
imous verdict of the jury.

Verges’s repeated threats to disgrace the French Resis-
tance in late May and June revealed themselves as empty
diatribes. Had Verges, who has never refrained from outra-
geous denunciation, had access to any compromising mate-
rial, he would have made it public then and there. He did not.

Instead, he and his associated Algerian and Congolese
lawyers limited themselves to irrelevant—and pathetic—
comparisons designed to relatively diminish the Nazi crimes.
While France, Israel, and the United States were successively
cited in this regard, Verges and his associates failed to men-
tion the crimes of governments close to their ideological
persuasion—the Soviet Union in Afghanistan for example,
or the unspeakable genocide of nearly half of the Khmer
people at the hands of Pol Pot, an old acquaintance of Verges.

Needed: trial for drug trafficking

Attorney Verges’s client, twice condemned to death in
absentia in the 1950s for war crimes whose statute of limita-
tions has now passed, had never altered his “convictions,”
becoming a top drug dealer in Bolivia, where he continued
the killing business.

This side of Barbie’s postwar activity deserves greater
scrutiny than it has received. It is a microcosm of the inter-
national drug networks, combining elements of the Nazi In-
ternational (it is no accident that Colombian cocaine kingpin
Carlos Lehder is an avowed admirer of Adolf Hitler), the
mafia and, since 1967, the intelligence services of the War-
saw Pact countries, including the Cuban DGI. In that sense,
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Barbie deserves a new trial—for narcotics trafficking.

Jacques Verges is himself a case study in the Nazi-com-
munist alliance. A longstanding associate of Swiss Nazi
banker Frangois Genoud, who has intelligence ties to both
the East German State Security Service and to the Iranian
secret service, the Savama, Verges joined Genoud in defend-
ing Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine assassins at
Winterthur in 1969. The two are said to have met long before,
during the Algerian War, when Verges was a militant Com-
munist fighting alongside the Algerian National Liberation
Front, while Genoud was their banker.

More recently, Genoud was said to have been behind the
fake “Hitler Diaries” that surfaced in Stern magazine.

Communist effort to exploit case

For France the outcome of the trial has had great impor-
tance: The French anti-Nazi Resistance, after years of disin-
formation, insinuation, and slander from both communist
and fascist circles, emerged unscathed, indeed victorious.

From 1945 on, the Communist Party of France, the Soviet
propaganda and disinformation machine, and some of their
fellow-travelers, have ruthlessly sought to rewrite the history
of the Resistance and the war, oftentimes using ex-Nazis
converted to a new totalitarian cause to accredit their case.

Erased from memory and books are the dark years of
toleration of the Nazi presence in France by the Stalinist
leadership of the Communist Party during the Hitler-Stalin
Pact or the covert operations run by networks of the NKVD
(the Soviet secret police under Stalin) against the non-Com-
munist Resistance during the entire war. It is necessary to
recall Gen. Charles de Gaulle’s bitter and finally successful
struggle to avoid an armed Communist seizure of power in
France at the end of the war to understand the political im-
portance of the debate.

The non-Communist Resistance became the backbone
and the primary force of the Gaullist state in the postwar
period. The insinuations, slanders, and attacks against it were
and are, therefore, attacks against the very institutions of
France.

NKVD treason and the Moulin case

This is the contemporary issue of the trial of Klaus Barbie
and the background to the unanswered questions still hover-
ing over the case of de Gaulle’s special envoy, Jean Moulin,
sent to France in 1943 to unify the Rasistance movements of
the interior, who was captured, tortured, and killed by Klaus
Barbie. While it is firmly established that his capture at Cal-
uire and subsequent death resulted from treason, the source
of the treason has never fully been established. For decades,
the Communists have argued that the betrayal was run by
Resistance organizations affiliated with the U.S. Office of
Strategic Services (OSS). In reality, unpublished evidence
points to the NKVD, and not the OSS or the Gaullists as the
Communists claim.
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Evidence was provided by an ex-Communist Resistance
fighter and historian who left the party in disgust after the
war, Guy Serbat, of Soviet wartime intelligence betrayal of
both non-Communist and some Communist Resistance or-
ganizations.

Serbat, citing the case of NKVD double agent Lucien
Iltis, who infiltrated the Gestapo in Lyon and proceeded to
betray Resistance networks to them and who, at the war’s
end, sought to infiltrate the newly reconstituted French intel-
ligence services, provided a crucial indication during his
testimony that NKVD double-cross operations had much to
do with the Moulin case. Moulin, who, contrary to Com-
munist Party claims was not a Communist sympathizer, was
sent in by de Gaulle precisely to put a leash on the Commu-
nists prior to the great Allied offensives of 1944. Serbat
himself, in an interview with the daily Libération, hinted that
much of the NKVD activities against the Resistance has yet
to be made public.

Serbat’s testimony added special weight to the testimony
of Jacques Chaban-Delmas, president of the National Assem-
bly and leader of the Resistance, and of Mme. Marie-Made-
leine Fourcade, president of the Action Committee for the
Resistance (CAR), who both argued that enemy infiltration,
and in some cases the breakdown of individuals under tor-
ture—how could it be otherwise?—were the sources of the
few, though highly damaging, cases of treason in the Resis-
tance. Mme. Fourcade cited in particular the case of Nazi
infiltration of Resistance intelligence organizations to explain
cases of this nature.

Historians and intelligence experts in France point out
that the strident declarations of ex-French intelligence head
Alexandre de Marenches last year, pointing to an allegedly
extremely compromising 10 tons of Abwehr and Gestapo
documents captured by the French in 1945, were groundless.
All of the key individuals who have seen these documents
and papers, including all heads of French intelligence prior
to de Marenches, have contradicted him. The files that were
“useful” were used in the immediate postwar period and kept;
the rest, the so-called 10 tons, were the daily mill of Nazi
activities and nothing close to what de Marenches claimed.

More should have come out _

Unquestionably, more could have been said at the trial.
The important testimony of historian Guy Serbat should have
been expanded, bringing to the surface the role of Stalin’s
NKYVD; the constraints imposed by the court on the contents
of testimony were too restrictive in the view of most prose-
cution witnesses.

The international press failed to cover one of the strongest
statements of the entire trial, in which Mrs. Fourcade stressed
that the Resistance was not testifying in a spirit of hate, but
rather with recognition of the existence of the German resis-
tance in mind. This plea for a common struggle against total-
itarianism should have been better heard.
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What sort of people need to learn a
foreign language as quickly and effectively as
possible? Foreign service personnel. that's
who.

Now you can leam to speak German
with the same materials used by the U.S.
State Department—the Foreign Service
Institute’s Programmed Introduction to
German

The FSI spent thousands of dollars and
many years developing these matenals for
use by members of the United States diplo-
matic corps. Today people in all walks of life
who need to learn to speak a foreign
I language are turning to this outstanding
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audio program
The FSI's German Course I1s by far the
most effective way to learn German at your
own convenience and pace. It consists of a
series of cassettes, recorded by native Ger-
man speakers, and accompanying textbook.
You simply follow the spoken and written
' instructions, listening and learning. By the
end of the course you'll find yourself learning
and speaking entirely in German!
This course tums your cassette player into
a “teaching machine.” With its unique
I “programmed” learning method, you set
your own pace —testing yourself, correcting
‘ervors, reinforcing accurate responses.
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Spaak German %
likea anlomat' i

This Programmed Course comes in two
volumes, each shipped in a handsome library
binder. Order either, or save 10% by orderning
both:

O Vol I P 4 Introdk
German, 10 cassettes (13 hr.), and 64
p. text, $135

O Volume |I. Basic Course Continued. 8
cassettes (8 hr.), and 179-p. text. $120

(CT residents add sales tax )

To order by mall, clip this ad and send with
your name and address, and a check or
money order—or charge to your credit card
(VISA, MasterCard, AmEx, Diners) by enclos-
ing card number. expiration date. and your
signature.

The Foreign Service Institute’'s German
Course is unconditionally guaranteed. Try
it for three weeks. If you're not convinced
It's the fastest, easiest. most painless way to
learn German, return it and we'll refund every
penny you paid. Order today!

130 courses in 46 other languages also

available. Write us for free l
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catalog. Our 15th year.

Audio-Forum
Suite

On-The reen,
Guilford, CT 06437
(203) 453-9794
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Western

New edition of
translations of writ-
ings by the great
German classical
poet and friend of

The Roots of the

Alliance

the American Revo-
lution. Includes the
drama “Don Carlos,”
the novel “The
Ghost Seer,” and the
poems, “The Cranes of Ibycus,” “The
Favor of the Moment,” and “The Maid
of Orleans,” as well as several philo-
sophical essays. 458 pages.

Order From:

Ben Franklin Booksellers, Inc.

27 South King St., Leesburg, Va. 22075.
Price

$9.95 (Add $1.50 shipping for first book, $.50
for each additional book.)




