Bernard, formerly the leading American engineer. Joel Poin-
sett reorganized the U.S. Army, and further strengthened
West Point—during his years the cadets included the great
American generals of the Civil War—Grant, Sherman, etc.

Bache, Benjamin Franklin’s great-grandson, made the
U.S. Coast Survey into the most powerful scientific organi-
zation in the world from the early 1840s through the Civil
War. Their mapping of the coasts and seas, their astronomy
and explorations, were directed with the cooperation of French
scientists with whom Bache was intimate.

One of Bache’s closest friends, Dominique Arago, be-
came French War Minister and head of the government Ex-
ecutive Council in 1848. Arago’s new republican govern-
ment was quickly recognized by the U.S. ambassador to
France, Richard Rush, in the name of the alliance of Lafay-
ette and Washington; but it was soon overthrown by oligarchs
who turned France toward imperialism and inevitable col-
lapse.

America’s achievements as a developing nation, aided
by foreigners who were truly inspired by America’s poten-
tial, and guiding its own national growth by government
patronage and military-civilian cooperation, ought to shine
today for developing nations. Should they allow themselves
to be limited to any less a career of greatness than America
herself reached for?
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