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National News

California GOP passes

anti-AIDS resolution

The California state Republican Party, at its
convention at the end of September, passed
a resolution on AIDS calling for a classic,
public health approach to the disease. The
resolution, submitted by Rep. William Dan-
nemeyer, calls for the enactment of state
public health policies and/or state party pol-
icies which require the reporting of antibody
positive or HIV-positive carriers of the virus
for AIDS.

Congressman Dannemeyer drew ap-
plause when he asserted that California is
“the laughing stock of public health in
America” for its policy on reporting AIDS
cases. “We should say we are going to treat
it as a public health issue . . . not a civil
rights issue.”

The resolution also supports the repeal
of Assembly Bill 403, designed to inhibit
accountability of carriers of the virus, as an
impediment to reasoned public health mea-
sures. “And be it further resolved,” con-
cludes the resolution, “that the California
Republican Party supports promoting all
other public health control measures which
are consistent with California’s traditional,
routine responses to other communicable
diseases.” The resolution includes an ex-
panded definition of AIDS, for the purposes
of reportability, to include asymptomatic
HIV-positive carriers and patients with clin-
ically defined AIDS-related Complex
(ARC).

The resolution bears striking similarity
to a new AIDS ballot initiative (modeled on
Proposition 64, which was defeated last year)
which is expected to be put before California
voters in 1988.

To the further chagrin of the state GOP’s
“gay lobby,” ameasure was also passed urg-
ing Gov. George Deukmejian (R) and the
state attorney general to prosecute the San
Francisco AIDS Foundation for distributing
“obscene and pornographic AIDS education
materials.”

During the convention, the head of a
group called Black Americans for Family
Values charged that Bruce Decker—the head

70 National

of Deukmejian’s AIDS task force—and his
allies in “homosexual clubs” have been
“controlling the debate” around the state’s
AIDS policies. “They do not have the right
to promote their agenda at the expense of
our children,” the spokesman said.

New Hampshire bill
to require AIDS tests

A bill to require mandatory AIDS testing for
New Hampshire adults has been submitted
by State Rep. Ednapearl Parr (R). The pro-
posal would require all state residents be-
tween ages 14 and 75 to be tested for the
AIDS virus every one or two years.

Parr said her proposal is the only way to
stop the spread of AIDS. “There are 3,000
people in New Hampshire who carry AIDS
without realizing it,” she said. “Three thou-
sand people out of 1 million is a high per-
centage. I don’t want to discriminate against
anybody, but I do feel innocent people should
be protected.” Parr said she was proposing
mandatory testing of all adults because, “It’s
the only way I feel we can get around dis-
crimination laws. If we have it mandatory
for everyone, it will not be discrimination.”

Claire Ebel of the state’s American Civil
Liberties Union immediately charged that
the bill “is clearly unconstitutional.”

Will LaRouche be
the only Dem left?

William Murchison, editorial columnist for
the Dallas Morning News and a well-known
conservative, had this to say in his Sept. 26
column, titled “The Trouble With the Dem-
ocrats”:

“What’s wrong with the Democrats?
They’re toppling like nine-pins.

“The way things are going, Lyndon
LaRouche may give the Republican ticket
more competition than Paul Simon, or Bruce
Babbitt, or whoever is left standing by next

year.”

He argued that the Dem candidates are
far to the left of the electorate, and that’s
why they stand so low in the polls. In his
view, the national Democratic leaders are
irresponsible ideologues: Ted Kennedy and
Howard Metzenbaum could have taught Jo-
seph Goebbels and Joseph McCarthy some-
thing about demagogy.

Nitze calls for talks
with Moscow on SDI

Paul Nitze, President Reagan’s arms control
adviser, said Sept. 28 that negotiating with
the Russians on a list of devices that would
be banned from space would not necessarily
limit research on the Strategic Defense Ini-
tiative (SDI), according to a report in the
Washington Times Sept. 29.

Nitze told an arms control colloquium
of the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, " The problem is not
the narrow vs. the broad interpretation. The
problemiis, there’s a great deal of uncovered
ground in the treaty.” He said that last month
the Soviets did *‘come in with a more precise
statement of their position than they ever
had before,” when they proposed a 10-year
non-withdrawal proviso to the ABM Treaty
or, as an alternative, a list of items to be
banned from space.

Weinberger rejects
deal on the SDI

Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger em-
phatically rejected the latest Sovietoffers to
negotiate on the Strategic Defense Initiative
(SDI), in an interview on NBC-TV’s “This
Week With David Brinkley” on Sept. 27.
Weinberger was asked about the internal
debate within the Reagan administration over
whether President Reagan should negotiate
with Moscow on this. “No,” he said. “We
shouldn’t do anything to block the earliest
possible deployment of the SDI. All the So-
viet proposals are aimed at blocking the
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