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Congressional Closeup by Kathleen Klenetsky 

Dole proposes to 
starve Third World 
Sen. Bo.b Do.le's "co.nservative" cre­
dentials are beco.ming ever mo.re tar­
nished-and no.t o.nly because o.f his 
fence-sitting o.n the INF Treaty ratifi­
catio.n issue. 

On No.v. 30, the Senate mino.rity 
leader teamed up with o.ne o.f the Re­
publican Party's mo.st rabid environ­
mentalists, Sen. Dan Evans o.f Wash­
ingto.n, to. introduce a bill that inco.r­
porates the malthusian Club o.f Ro.me' s 
prescriptio.ns fo.r eliminating the last 
prospects o.f techno.lo.gical and eco.­
no.mic develo.pment in the Third 
Wo.rld. 

Billed as legislatio.n to. increase the 
U.S. commitment to multilateral banks 
and investment funds, S. 1899 explic­
itly calls upon the United States to fo.rce 
vario.us o.f these institutio.ns to. impose 
stringent restrictio.ns o.n develo.pment 
and food productio.n to. borro.wer 
co.untries-all in the name o.f protect­
ing the environment. 

Dole's pro.posals fo.r the Third 
Wo.rld are o.f the same piece as his 
presidential campaign theme, de­
mandJ:ng eco.no.mic sacrifice at ho.me. 

In statements o.n the flo.o.r o.f the 
Senate No.v. 30, Evans said the legis­
latio.n wo.uld require the Wo.rld Bank, 
the Internatio.nal Develo.pment Asso.­
ciatio.n, and vario.us regio.nal devel­
o.pment banks to. "seek to. manage the 
wo.rld's environmental reso.urces to. 
ensure . . . sustainable human prog­
ress . . . .  " That means driving do.wn 
populatio.n gro.wth and living stan­
dards in the Third Wo.rld, by prevent­
ing any large-scale infrastructure de­
velo.pment. 

The bill specifically states that U.S. 
participants in the multilateral insti­
tutio.ns in questio.n must "analyze the 
environmental impacts o.f multilateral 
develo.pment lo.ans . . . to. determine 
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whether the proposals will co.ntribute 
to. the sustainable develo.pment o.f the 
bo.rro.wing co.untry." Such reviews 
"shall address the eco.no.mic viability 
o.f the project, and adverse impacts o.n 
the enviro.nment, natural reso.urces, 
public health, and indigeno.us peo.­
pie." If a proposal vio.lates any o.f these 
provisio.ns, the United States sho.uld 
ensure that it is rejected. 

The bill also. requires the United 
States to. prevent "excessive agricul­
ture and co.mmodity pro.ductio.n" in 
borrower natio.ns. Evans explained that 
this provisio.n is designed to. "address 
the co.ncerns" o.f so.me members o.f 
Co.ngress "that the multilateral banks 
are lending to. uneco.no.mic, no.n-sus­
tainable projects that aggravate exist­
ing wo.rld surpluses in a particular 
co.mmodity o.r to. pro.jects subsidized 
by the ho.st go.vernment." 

Fo.r Do.le and Evans to. argue that 
the develo.ping secto.r is pro.ducing too 
much food o.r to.o. many co.mmodities 
is criminal insanity. Such a pro.visio.n 
will no.t o.nly mean that many mo.re 
peo.ple in the develo.ping secto.r starve; 
it will alSo. prevent Third Wo.rld co.un­
tries from garnering the fo.reign ex­
change necessary to. fund any eco.­
no.mic develo.pment programs o.f their 
o.wn. 

Fo.r po.litical purposes, Dole has 
repeatedly stressed that he is "pro-life." 
Indeed. 

Gorbachov lines up 
Congress behind INF 
Mikhail Go.rbacho.v doesn't fool 
around. Faced with the prospect that 
the anti-appeasement factio.n in the 
Senate might succeed in preventing 
ratificatio.n o.f the INF Treaty, the So.­
viet dictato.r called to.p Ho.use and Sen­
ate leaders to. the So.viet embassy Dec. 

9 to. get them into. line behind the pact. 
Go.rbacho.v had the legislato.rs' 

pro.file do.wn pat. He o.pened the meet­
ing by appealing to. their no.t inco.nsi­
derable ego.s. "Co.ngress is indeed a 
mo.st important element in the politi­
cal ptocess," he said, and "no.thing 
can happen in this co.untry witho.ut its 
participatio.n. " 

That was just what the atten­
dees-who. have been co.mplaining fo.r 
years that President Reagan igno.res 
them when it co.mes to. strategic poli­
cy-wanted to. hear. 

Go.rbacho.v fo.llo.wed that up by 
declaring, "We will try to. send yo.u 
the necessary vibratio.ns. We ho.pe to. 
get goo.d vibes from yo.u." 

The meeting had the intended ef­
fect. Senate Mino.rity Leader Bo.b Dole 
(R-Kan.) to.ld reporters afterwards he 
was confident that the Senate will rat­
ify the treaty witho.ut any killer 
amendments-an estimate with which 
Go.rbacho.v co.ncurred. 

The co.ngressio.nal participants 
so.unded like a bunch o.f school-girls 
at a rock star's co.ncert. Ho.use Speak­
er Jim Wright (D-Tex.) gushed that 
Gorbacho.v is "quite trustwo.rthy." 
Rep. Trent Lott (R-Miss.) pro.fessed 
himself "stunned" by the So.viet lead­
er's cando.r. Rep. To.ny Co.elho. (0-
Calif.) declared: "He's o.ne o.f us-'-a 
political animal." But it was Republi­
can Senate whip Alan Simpso.n 
(Wyo..), already o.n reco.rd in favo.r o.f 
the treaty, who. to.o.k the cake, calling 
Go.rbacho.v "fascinating, extrao.rdi­
nary" and-witho.ut any irony appar­
ent -"very disarming. " 

The o.nly half-way sensible co.m­
ment came from Senate Majo.rity 
Leader Bo.b Byrd (D.-W.Va.), who. 
seemed to. have been a trifle alarmed 
that such co.ngressio.nal gro.veling 
might'no.t play to.o. well with the Amer­
ican peo.ple. "We have to. be very care-
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ful and not be swept off our feet," he 
warned. 

Senate beefs up AIDS 
testing in V A hospitals 
Despite bitter opposition from liberal 
quarters, the Senate approved legis­
lation Dec. 3 that would require the 
Veterans Administration to offer AIDS 
testing to all of its 280,000 hospital­
ized patients under the age of 40. 

The provision, added to an omni­
bus bill providing new benefits to vet­
erans, was sponsored by Sen. Jesse 
Helms (R-N.C.), who has offered oth­
er AIDS testing measures in the past. 

The amendment radically modi­
fies the original legislation, which had 
specifically prohibited any wide­
spread HIV testing program in V A 
hospitals. Helms's proposal struck 
down this provision, and replaced it 
with one requiring the V A to make the 
AIDS test available on the basis de­
scribed above. 

Most of the opposition came from 
the usual suspects-people like Sen. 
Alan Cranston (D-Calif.), who ada­
mantly opposes widespread AIDS 
testing, especially any program that 
has the faintest whiff of not being 
strictly voluntary. In statements on the 
Senate floor, Cranston decried what 
he called a "disconcerting trend-the 
rush· to test as some sort of mystical 
cure for two of our nation's major 
health problems, AIDS and drug 
abuse." 

But several veterans organiza­
tions, including the Disabled Ameri­
can Veterans, also opposed the mea­
sure, partly on grounds that money to 
finance the testing program would 
come out of the VA's already restrict­
ed budget, and not from additional ap­
propriations. 
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Senate panel bars 
Stinger sales to Bahrain 
The Senate Appropriations Commit­
tee has approved two amendments to 
the FY 1988 foreign aid bill that are 
certain to sour relations between the 
United States and two strategically 
important nations: Bahrain and India. 

The panel voted Dec. 3 to bar the 
sale of Stinger anti-aircraft missiles to 
any nation in the Persian Gulf for the 
next year, a decision which would 
block a planned sale to Bahrain. In 
doing so, the committee ignored pleas 
from Defense Secretary Frank Carluc­
ci and Joint Chiefs chairman Adm. 
William Crowe, who met with com-.. 
mittee members for more than an hour 
to urge them not to enact the ban. 

The administration representa­
tives reportedly stressed that Bahrain 
has quietly supported American inter­
ests in the Mideast for four decades, 
and that the country had been partic­
ularly helpful to the current Persian 
Gulf escort deployment. Bahrain has 
requested the Stingers on the grounds 
that it needs them to protect its oil 
installations from Iranian attack. 

But the committee voted in favor 
of the prohibition, sponsored by Sen. 
Dennis DeConcini (D-Ariz.) 

In the case ·of India, the panel ap­
proved a measure the same day, to 
prohibit the sale of U.S. high-tech 
items to India, unless India curtails its 
nuclear weapons development. 

The Indian government scored the 
move. A senior official told the New 

York Times that the action was "com­
pletely unacceptable," and, if enacted 
into law, relations with the United 
States would "suffer across the board." 

The official also warned that the 
panel's action had already bolstered 
Indian political factions who oppose 
improved relations with the U.S. 

''There is no dearth of critics of our 
policy," the official said. "Now peo­
ple will be saying that we're back to 
square one with the United States." 

Science chainnan 
decides to shelve SOl 
The Soviet Union Ihas won an impor­
tant ally to its campaign to destroy the 
Strategic Defense lnitiative, under the 
guise of American-Soviet collabora­
tion in the "peacef)II uses of space." 

House Science, Space, and Tech­
nology Comittee Qhairman Rep. Rob­
ert Roe (D-N.J.), clambered on board 
the bandwagon, afler a Dec. 3 meeting 
with Roald Sagd�ev, who, in addi­
tion to heading the Soviet Space Re­
search Institute, has been among the 
principal Soviet l,?bbyists against the 
SDI. 

At a joint p�ss conference the 
same day, Roe deflared that he wants 
to shelve the SqI and instead join 
hands with the Soviets on a joint Mars 
mission. A common effort to explore 
Mars, he said, could shift the focus on 
space away from ,IStar Wars" to a mu­
tual "Star Trek." 

"The rewards Ilnd benefits to man­
kind in space are '10,000 times better 
than the destruction of mankind in 
space," Roe said, as Sagdeyev stood 
by smiling. The committee chairman 

also disclosed that he had urged Pres­
ident Reagan to discuss the prospects 
of a joint mission to Mars with Mik­
hail Gorbachov a1 the summit. 

The Soviets, along with their sym­
pathizers in the United States, notably 
"nuclear winter" pseudo-scientist Carl 
Sagan, have been carefully promoting 
the joint Mars mJssion as an alterna­
tive to the "militarization of space" 
through the SDI program. 
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