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NationalNews 

Justice Department 
sues Hansen's wife 
The vendetta of the Department of Justice 
against former Congressman George Han­
sen is apparently continuing. 

On Dec. 18, the Justice Department filed 
suit against Constance Hansen, wife of the 
former representative from Idaho. She is ac­
cused of failing to file financial disclosure 
forms on three occasions, once when she 
worked for the federal government as a con­
sultant to the Housing and Urban Develop­
ment agency in January 198 5, again in Feb­
ruary 198 5 when she left the agency, and 
once again in 1986 when she ran unsuccess­
fully for the House seat vacated by her hus­
band. 

George Hansen was paroled after serv­
ing 11 months in prison for failure to dis­
close certain financial interests while a GOP 
congressman. An outspoken critic of the lib­
eral Establishment and of abuses by such 
government agencies as the IRS and Justice 
Department, Hansen was forbidden by his 
parole conditions to leave his home state for 
speaking engagements and was jailed when 
he refused to comply. 

He said in late December that, despite 
receiving a warning letter from the Justice 
Department, his wife would not file the 
forms. "They came back at her after 18 
months of silence with a sledgehammer," he 
told the Idaho State Journal. He said that he 
has asked Idaho Sen. Steve Symms to help 
block the suit, which could cost his wife 
$ 5,000 per count. 

AMA publicizes San 
Francisco AIDS testing 
Last October, a San Francisco orthopedic 
surgeon announced that AIDS testing would 
be conducted on many patients, and the de­
cision has now sparked a feature article in 
the American Medical News, newsletter of 
the American Medical Association. The Dec. 
4 issue put the article on its front page, "Or-

70 National 

thopod Urges HlV Testing-Decision in San 
Francisco Sparks Heated Debate." 

Dr. Lorraine Day, chief of orthopedics 
at San Francisco General Hospital an­
nounced that, in order to protect medical 
personnel, "all elective surgery patients on 
the public hospital's orthopedics service 
would be asked to take a blood test to deter­
mine if they carry the AIDS virus." 

According to the article, "Dr. Day's an­
nouncement came the day after hospital of­
ficials disclosed that a health care worker 
had contracted the human immunodeficien­
cy virus after accidentally puncturing his or 
her thumb with a needle that had been used 
on an HIV -infected patient. " 

The article locates the action taken by 
Dr. Day in the context of the growth of the 
AIDS epidemic. "Dr. Day's decision to test 
elective surgery patients comes at a time 
when a small but growing number of hos­
pitals across the nation have quietly institut­
ed routine HlV antibody testing programs, 
and when an increasing number of surgeons 
have decided not to accept HIV -infected pa­
tients." 

AIDS infected show 
mental impairment 
Tests conducted on "asymptomatic" men 
carrying the AIDS virus showed that an un­
usually high number have impaired coordi­
nation, cognitive difficulties, or abnormal 
results on magnetic resonance tests, the 
Washington Post reported Dec. 18. In re­
sponse to the preliminary results, the De­
fense Department has acted to remove AIDS­
positive service personnel from stressful, 
high-performance jobs such as flying air­
craft, handling nuclear weapons, or work­
ing on sophisticated machinery . 

"This could look like Alzheimer's dis­
ease in a young person," said Dr. Edmund 
Tramont, director of the AIDS unit at the 
Walter Reed Institute of Health. "We just 
aren't sure when the clinical manifestations 
of HI V infection begin, so the smartest thing 
to do seems to be to exclude those who are 
infected from critical tasks." 

In the study, published in Annals of In-

lernal Medicine, Dr. Igor Grant and col­
leagues from the University of California at 
San Diego tested 5 5  patients and controls 
from a group of homosexual men. Four 
groups were formed: 15 patients with AIDS, 
13 who,were classed as having AIDS-relat­
ed complex (ARC), 16 asymptomatic men 
who tested positive for AIDS, and 11 healthy 
men. 

In the healthy group, the rate of mental 
impairment was 9%. In the symptomatic 
AIDS group, impairment was 87%; in the 
ARC group, 54%; and in the group of in­
fected,but seemingly healthy men, 44%. 

"I was stunned by the results," said 
Grant, a professor of psychiatry. "I had ex­
pected the large number of AIDS patients to 
show deficiencies, but to have 44% of the 
seropositive people show problems, that's 
dramatic." 

Dole tells Europeans 
INF Treaty sure thing 
Senator Bob Dole is telling Europeans that 
their fear and opposition to the INF Treaty 
is pointless because the treaty's ratification 
by the U. S. Senate is certain, according to 
members of a German delegation that re­
cently visited the United States. The dele­
gation met with "conservative" senators in 
the United States to seek their advice on 
what to do about the treaty, which confronts 
Europe with the prospect of near-term So­
viet dom,ination. 

German conservatives, among them 
members of the parliamentary caucus of the 
Bavaria-based Christian Social Union 
(CSU), were told by Dole that "everything 
is set in the Senate for the ratification of the 
INF Treaty." 

Dole! s voice is just one in a chorus of 
"conservatives" who are staging a synthetic 
opposition to the treaty, using the line that 
the treaty is bad, but opposition to it is hope­
less. 

Henry Kissinger keynoted a meeting of 
all C SU parliamentarians on Jan. 7- 9 in Bad 
Kreuth, Bavaria, with the expected line that 
"even if the INF deal is bad, let's ratify it, 
because it's a fail accomplis." CSU party 
chairman Franz Josef Strauss, who met with 
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Gorbachov in Moscow for more than two 
hours Dec .  2 9, was expected to give the 
Soviet view of affairs at the same meeting. 

Army to build 
fake weapons 
The u.s. Army doesn't have the funds to 
build real weapons, so it is going to build 
fake ones. According to an AP wire Dec. 
28, the Army plans to increase its use of 
decoys and fakes, including tanks made out 
of canvas, in order to "fool" the Red Army 
into thinking there is something like a parity 
conventional force facing them in Europe. 

"We will always be outnumbered con­
ventionally. These are a force multiplier," 
Stephen P. Rosa, vice president of TVI 

Corp., is quoted. TVI is building some of 
the fake tanks for the Army. 

An M-l tank costs about $3 million, a 
fake one about $3, 500. The Army has 4,000 
real M-ls, and plans to outfit each with one 
or more fake M-ls at a cost of$7.5 million. 

In another funding related decision, the 
U.S. Air Force has announced that it may 
abandon the U.S. anti-satellite program, ac­
cording to the Defense Daily. The Air Force 
has proposed saving $500 million in the 
FY88 budget by dropping the program. 

Congress has not allowed testing of the 
F-15 air-launched intercept system for the 
past three years, according to the journal. 

The Soviets have had an operational 
ASAT system for the past 15 years, and are 

developing and testing ground-based laser 
systems in their second-generation ASAT 
program. With the new capabilities of the 
Energiya rocket, first launched last May, the 
Soviets will be able to strike at almost any 

U.S. satellite, including those in high Earth 
orbit. 

Hart off hook 
for 1984 debts 
A federal magistrate in Denver ruled Dec. 
31 that Gary Hart's 1 988 presidential cam­

paign has no legal obligation to pay the debts 
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Hart ran up in his 1984 race. 
The decision could prove to be both a 

fiscal and legal boon to Hart's off-again on­
again 1988 effort, which has been plagued 
by lawsuits and asset-seizures stemming 
from his 1984 campaign debts. 

Magistrate Richard B. Harvey rejected 
efforts by two of Hart's 1984 creditors to 
garnishee a $1 00,000 certificate-of-deposit 
held by a bank in the name of Hart's 1988 
campaign. 

"By my ruling," Harvey wrote, "there is 
a judicial determination that [Hart's 1988 
campaign committee] is not legally obligat­
ed to pay the bills of' the 1984 campaign 
entity. 

Meanwhile, TV preacher Pat Robertson 
has reversed his stand that matching funds 
are "immoral," and has decided to accept 
$4.5 million from the Federal Election 
Commission. 

Illinois girds for 
new LaRouche campaign 
Illinois politicos are worried about a repeat 
of the stunning March 1986 Democratic pri­
mary victories of candidates supporting the 
policy programs of Lyndon LaRouche, who 
is himself currently a presidential candidate. 
Those victories for statewide office effec­
tively ended the political career of guber­
natorial candidate Adlai Stevenson III, who 
refused to run on the same slate with the 
LaRouche candidates, and exposed how out 
of touch with the voters the official party 
leadership really was. 

Currently, "LaRouche Democrats" have 
filed for various Illinois offices, and state 
party chairman Vince Demuzio, has already 
announced that he has asked his attorneys to 
review the petitions of the LaRouche can­
didates for a possible challenge to their bal­
lot status. 

Don Rose, a campaign strategist for for­
mer Chicago Mayor Jane Byrne, said that 
he expected those candidates running against 
the LaRouche slate to run "a strong smear 
campaign" to make sure voters didn't vote 
for them. The press will also have to do its 
part to keep the LaRouche candidates from 
winning again, he said. 

Briefly 

• TOM WICKER, in a Dec. 2 9  
International Herald Tribune col­
umn, announced the presidential can­
didacy of "Mr. X," who parrots Lyn­
don LaRouche on the need for "useful 
jobs ... rebuilding this country," 
employing laid-off industrial work­
ers who have "found new jobs only 
in the service sector ... reconstruct­
ing our decrepit and dangerous high­
way bridges, replacing crumbling 
sewerage and water systems in center 
cities," and raising "tax revenues from 
people rejoining the work force." He 
then mixes in "population control" 
and other "post.industrial" themes. 

• THE DITCHLEY FOUNDA­
TION and the Chicago Council on 
Foreign Relations will sponsor a for­
um , "Agenda for the Next American 
Presidency," in Britain in May 1988. 
A Ditchley director said he finds the 
13 media-publi¢ized U.S. candidates 
"not impressive." The same concern 
will doubtless be heard at the annual 
Trilateral Commission meeting in 
April in Tokyo, and the annual Bild­
erberg meeting in Austria in June. 

• OLIVER NORTH has asked the 
U.S. Supreme Court to block the 
continuing probe of independent 
prosecutor Lawrence Walsh. In a brief 
filed Dec. 30, North said that "people 
who have no business" looking into 
his "personal and private life" are 
learning about it through the testi­
mony of individuals with "intimate 
knowledge" of his life. 

• THE STATE Department has 
kept extremely quiet about two 
Chinese diplomats in Washington 
who were arrested and expelled as 
spies, but an embassy official con­
firmed that the two had been sent 
home. 

• GEORGE BUSH'S presidential 
candidacy may or may not be affect­
ed, but President Reagan made a point 
of saying in his New Year's message 
to the Soviet Union, "I'll still be Pres­
ident next January. " 
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