on. He includes long references to “legitimate” environmen-
tal dangers. “The accident at Three Mile Island nuclear power
plant in Pennsylvania and discovery of toxic chemicals
dumped at Love Canal, further awakened the public sense
that environmental pollution could lead to terminal disease.”

He praises Rachel Carson. “Fueling the environmentalist
movement was the growing feeling that industrial growth
was dangerous in itself. This belief drew heavily on the
eloquent arguments of Rachel Carson [whose arguments are
fatally flawed-JGW] whose Silent Spring [1962] was the key
document of the new environmentalism.” “Not until the cul-
turally tumultuous late 1960s and the economically unsettled
1970s—decades of growing doubts about American institu-
tions—were environmentalists able to get much of a hear-
ing.”

He then contradicts himself. “Americans had always
idealized the countryside and been ambivalent about indus-
trialization and the city.” And in general, he treats the envi-
ronmentalist movement as a legitimate contender in the arena
of cancer policy, arising “spontaneously” on the American
political scene.

An incredible assertion

Toward the end of the book, Patterson makes a most
incredible assertion: “Only one development in the 1980s
seemed to have the power to eclipse fears of cancer in Amer-
ica. That was the eruption of . . . AIDS.” By 1986, he con-
tinued “the head of the World Health Organization [stated]
‘We stand nakedly in front of a very serious pandemic as
mortal as any pandemic there has ever been.’ Federal officials
calculated in 1986 that at least 1,500,000 Americans were
already infected by AIDS, and predicted that five to ten
million Americans would be infected by the end of 1991.”
Patterson continues, “If AIDS were to become epidemic in
the United States, it was certain that cancer would lose some
of its hold on the fears and imaginations of the American
people. By 1987, however, no such epidemic had occurred.”
(Emphasis added)”

On the contrary, the extent of the spread of AIDS is being
concealed from the American people, by agreement of gov-
emment and the medical establishment, which—like Mr.
Patterson—appears not to care much for the value of human
life, when that conflicts with budgetary constraints or ideo-
logical commitments. Patterson admits he is no scientist. But
he endorses the environmentalist mythos that places “crimes
against nature” above crimes against humanity, and cruelly
uses fears of cancer to oppose scientific and technological
progress (“industry causes cancer”).

This book can serve as a case study, on how the omission
of the idea of the sacredness of human life and the uncompro-
mising nature of the fight for life—the cultural superiority of
Westemn civilization—can shape what a person, or a gener-
ation, thinks is possible for mankind to accomplish. The
deadliest, most insidious cancer is the cultural pessimism
Patterson purveys.
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