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Andean Report by Valerie Rush 

Peruvian terrorism. . . from within 

Garda's ability to counter the terrorist scourge is seriously 

hampered by pro-terrorist forces on the inside. 

In the course of just one day in Peru 
in late April, terrorists dynamited sev­
eral departmental and local post of­
fices, a radio station, a local city coun­
cil office and courthouse, blew up a 
major high tension tower, set off at 
least one car-bomb in the central plaza 
of a city, assassinated three mayors, 
and dynamited and burned to the 
ground Peru's most modem cotton gin 
mill-the second largest in all of South 
America. On May Day, a 200-man 
column of Shining Path (Sendero Lu­

minoso) terrorists marched past the 
congressional building in the center of 
Lima, setting off dynamite explo­
sions. 

An "average" day for Peru, where, 
despite the strong commitment of 
President Alan Garcia to wage war 
against this terrorist plague, the gov­
ernment has been hamstrung by a 
powerful pro-terrorist bloc inside the 
Congress, and by elements within the 
ruling APRA party itself that answer 
to the dictates of the Socialist Inter­
national. 

Exemplary has been the ongoing 
interrogation of the entire Garcia cab­
inet by the United Left (IU) bloc of 
congressmen, where the stated pur­
pose of the provocative grilling has 
been to bring about the "downfall" of 
the Garcia cabinet. Interior Minister 
Jose Barsallo Burga, despite his rela­
tive ineffectiveness in waging a suc­
cessful war on terrorism, was specifi­
cally targeted by the IU, and blamed 
for the alleged "militarization" of the 
country they claim has been carried 
out in the name of fighting subversion. 

Behind the grilling of Barsallo, 
however, lies the real target: Deputy 
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Interior Minister Agustin Mantilla. 
Mantilla, an intimate of President 
Garcia and a hard-line anti-terrorist, 
has been charged by anti-government 
forces with personally murdering five 
prisoners during the bloody 1986 pris­
on uprisings by captured Shining Path 
terrorists. If Mantilla is forced out by 
the ensuing scandal, President Garcia 
will have been stripped of one of his 
few remaining allies in the war against 
terrorism. 

While the left hopes to use the ter­
rorism issue to force the final emas­
culation of the Garcia government, 
agents within the ruling APRA party 
like Senator Javier Valle Riestra have 
undermined the government's ability 
to resist such assaults by calling for 
open dialogue with the terrorists. Valle 
Riestra has consistently frustrated ef­
forts to give the military a greater role 
in the war on terrorism, including pre­
venting the creation of special anti­
terrorist tribunals, and recently told 
the daily Voz that if the "militariza­
tion" of the country were to continue, 
"the leftist and APRA youth will march 
off to the mountains to join this cause." 

At least one cabinet minister was 
not intimidated by the pro-terrorist 
barrage inside the Congress. When 
Transport and Communications Min­
isterGen. German Parra (ret.) arrived 
at the Chamber of. Deputies, he suc­
ceeded in turning the tables on his 
would-be interrogators. Challenged to 
explain why his ministry had not made 
progress in building more highways 
and communications networks in the 
country, he pointed to the constant ter­
rorist sabotage of such basic infra­
structural projects. He then picked up 

a copy of Prof. Friedrich von der 
Heydte's book Modem Irregular 
Warfare (translated into Spanish and 
published by the Schiller Institute), 
which identifies international terror­
ism as a form of irregular warfare, and 
proceeded to read to the assembled 
cabinet and congress from the relevant 
chapter on "sabotage operations," to 
explain his point. 

Recent statements by Gen. Adrian 
Huamlin Centeno, one of Peru's most 
prestigious generals and counterinsur­
gency specialists, reflect the anger and 
frustration of the armed forces at the 
government's failure to break out of 
the confines of legalistic and sociolog­
ical debate over Peruvian anti-terror 
strategy. 

General Huamlin responded to a 
question from Sf magazine about 
whether the government was losing its 
war against terrorism, with the com­
ment, "It is not necessary to be a strat­
egist to realize that what is happen­
ing-and I'm not afraid to say it-is 
that we are daily worse because no one 
is doing anything worthwhile. The 
only thing being done is talk, talk, 
talk. . . . Some say that they are going 
to defeat subversion with the Consti­
tution in hand. What are they going to 
do? Throw the paIl1>hlet at their heads? 
It is like being thrown into the ring 
with hands and feet tied. If you don't 
do anything, and the other guy has a 
defined plan, he has to win. " 

Asked how the government should 
deal with the country's "emergency 
zones," General Huamlin responded, 
"I think it is too late to speak of emer­
gency zones. Sendero is all over the 
country." 

An April 24 headline in the daily 
El Nacional, warning, "The Pope's 
Life is in Danger!" from a planned 
Shining Path assault during the Pope's 
May trip to Peru, suggests just how 
late the hour may be. 
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