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National News 

Minnesota court backs 
'grass tax' law 
The Minnesota Supreme Court has handed 
down a ruling upholding the state's pro­
marijuana "grass tax " law, which is being 
hailed by proponents of drug legalization as 
a model for the rest of the country . 

The 1986 law, the first in the country, 
provides that the state sell drug stamps to 
drug pushers. Drug stamps can be purchased 
through the mail or at the state revenue de­
partments at the price of $3.50 for each gram 
of marijuana, or $ 200 per gram of cocaine. 

According to the Supreme Court deci­
sion, revenue officials must guarantee con­
fidentiality to those buying stamps, in order, 
in the view of the court, to ensure that drug 
dealers are allowed the constitutional guar­
antee against self-incrimination. 

At least 1 2  other states have already pat­
terned laws after Minnesota's, the most re­
cent being Utah and Illinois, which imposed 
drug taxes this year. 

Inspection of migrant 
labor camps cut back 
Inspection of migrant labor camps in Belle 
Glade, Florida and the surrounding area of 
Palm Beach County will be cut in half, due 
to cutbacks in state funding for county health 
departments. The Florida state legislature 
has cut $5.5 million from health programs, 
and the Palm Beach County budget will suf­
fer cuts of $600,000. 

Belle Glade has one of the highest den­
sities of AID S infection in the country, and 
a particularly high density of "non-high-risk­
group " cases. 

The cutbacks in inspections for the area 
were admitted to EIR by a spokesman for 
the Palm Beach County Health Department, 
who also reported that the department has 
frozen hiring of new personnel as a result of 
the cuts in state funding for certain pro­
grams. County Health Unit personnel who 
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previously inspected migrant camps full time 
will now be assigned to additional duties. 

County Health Department spokesmen 
would acknowledge only an "indirect ef­
fect " on the AID S situation in the area, 
claiming that the AID S problem does not 
exist in the migrant labor camps as such, but 
in nearby boarding houses, which are not 
inspected by the county health departments. 

AIDS found rampant 
among runaway teens 
There are now 20, 000 homeless or runaway 
teens on the streets of New York City, the 
New York Post reported on Sept. 7, and, 
according to a survey conducted by Montef­
iore Medical Center's AID S in Adolescence 
Program, AID S is running rampant among 
this population. 

Covenant House and Montefiore Center 
are testing teenagers for AID S on a volun­
tary basis only, and so far, at Covenant 
House, 30-40% are testing positive. 

According to Dr. James Kennedy, med­
ical director of Covenant House, "These were 
all sexually transmitted infections. There 
were no intravenous drug users in the test 
group. The significant thing is that we're 
seeing as many infected girls as we are in­
fected boys . . . .  This is a very real issue 
. . . they are acquiring and transmitting the 
virus. . . . If you look at the overall number 
of people we were seeing infected in the gay 
community in 1979 and 1980, we're seeing 
at least as many now in the street kid popu­
lation. " 

Dukakis's 'war on 
drugs' called a sham 
Democratic presidential nominee Michael 
Dukakis's war on drugs is "a sham, " wrote 
Boston Herald columnist Don Feder, in a 
commentary on Sept. 1. Rejecting the Mas­
sachusetts governor's criticism of the Rea­
gan-Bush war on drugs as hypocritical, Fed­
er goes on to examine the Dukakis record in 

his home state of Massachusetts: 
• At St. Margaret's Hospital in the 

Dorchester area of Boston, 10% of newborn 
babies test positive for cocaine. 

• The Roxbury-Dorchester neighbor­
hood is being turned into a shooting gallery . 
The Boston Police Department reports that 
34% of the homicides in the city in the first 
six months of 1988 were drug-related, up 
9% from the previous year. 

• Between Dukakis' s furlough system 
for convicts and prison breakouts, the Mas­
sachusetts correctional system has become 
a "revolving door " for drug pushers. Dukak­
is has also pardoned 21 drug pushers in the 
last four years, including cocaine and heroin 
distributors. 

Cap Weinberger sees 
dangerous shift in U.S. 
In an Aug. 1 2  interview with the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, former U. S. De­
fense Secretary Caspar Weinberger warned 
about "

a very substantial, unfortunately 
substantial, isolationist, protectionist mood 
in the United States, " and blamed Demo­
cratic presidential nominee Michael Dukak­
is for exploiting this mood for political gain. 

The shift in mood, Weinberger said, 
"takes many forms. One of them is trying to 
find some rationalization for bringing the 
troops home. They can't find it in any im­
proved behavior in the Soviets or any less­
ening of the basic Soviet threat, and so they 
find it in some kind of complaint about Eu­
rope or Asia . . . not doing enough them­
selves. There's nothing that is going to help 
world security by bringing the American 
troops home. The American troops serve a 
very important purpose for our own country , 
and also for the allied countries, and I hope 
very much that the isolationist mood doesn't 
ever reach a majority in the United 
States . . . .  It's very dangerous, it's very 
unwelcome. " 

He attacked "people like Mr. Dukakis, 
who continually talk about how it will be 
safe for us to spend less on defense, to serve 
their own political purposes. " 

Weinberger also attacked as "absolutely 
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wrong " and "a commonly held myth, " the 
critique that his pro-defense policies caused 
the biggest budget deficit in American his­
tory. "The defense requests were repeatedly 
cut," he said. "They were cut by about $1 25 
billion over the next five years from what 
we actually needed. . . . The facts are that 
defense in the United States added very sub­
stantially to the military strength and deter­
rent power of the whole alliance. But it was 
also very good for the economy. " 

Ollie North wrecked 
DEA anti-drug effort 
Lt. Col. Oliver North's sabotage of U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration plans to 
destroy the Medellin cocaine cartel, was 
featured prominently in the Colombian 
newspaper El Espectador Aug. 30-31. The 
expose confirms ElR's charge that North 
protected the cartel, because they were his 
partners in his operation to supply the Ni­
caraguan Contras. 

Using informant Adler Berriman Seal 
(a.k.a. Barry Seal), the DEA had begun an 
operation to capture the chiefs of the Med­
ellin Cartel. But the operation was blown, 
the newspaper charges, when North leaked 
the information that Seal had gathered to the 
Washington Times, which published Seal's 
story on how the Sandinistas were involved 
in the dope trade. 

Because of the leak, the DEA operation 
had to be suspended (it revealed the names 
and activities of the undercover DEA agents), 
the cartel members could not be captured, 
and the main man responsible for the oper­
ation, Barry Seal, was assassinated by cartel 
murderers. 

Quayle: I don't trust 
smiling Gorbachov 
"I Don't Trust Smiling Mikhail, Says 
Quayle, " was the headline in the Daily Ex­
press of London Sept. 7, one of several pa­
pers in Europe that featured Republican vice-
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presidential nominee Sen. Dan Quayle's 
comments to the Washington Post the day 
before, attacking the myths in the West sur­
rounding Gorbachov. 

"As far as Gorbachov is concerned, he's 
new, he has a different approach to things, 
and his mannerisms and style are unfortu­
nately pleasing to the West, " Quayle said. 
"I say unfortunately, because I don't think 
from an ideological point of view he's any 
different from Brezhnev or anybody 
else .... I mean perestroika is nothing more 
than refined Stalinism-kick their people 
out and bring your people in." 

Referring to Soviet handling of dissent 
in Eastern Europe, Quayle says: "Poland 
doesn't look good right now." 

New Mexico utility 
lays off 800 employees 
Eight hundred employees have been laid off 
at Public Service Co. of New Mexico, in an 
effort by the utility to stave off financial 
ruin. The utility has incurred $1.2 billion in 
debt since 197 2, for their 10.2% share in the 
three Palo Verde nuclear plant units. The 
New Mexico Public Utility Commission has 
not allowed a rate increase since 1984, and 
the utility has already sold off its share of 
two of the three units, to raise funds. 

Due to the collapse of industrial and 
commercial electricity growth since the bot­
ton fell out of the oil market five years ago, 
the utility has been left with more capacity 
than it has customers to sell the power to, 
and has been trying to. sell its surplus exter­
nally. Limits to their power transmission 
infrastructure have prevented them from 
doing so. 

A plan to restructure the company to be 
able to build the transmission lines and sell 
the power has been withdrawn, due to inter­
venor opposition, which has left the com­
pany unable to meet its financial payments. 

The layoffs, according to the Albuquer­
que Tribune, will have an economic impact 
of about $40 million in the state, including 
the loss of business by the families that are 
affected. The utility has 4, 000 employees in 
total. 

Briefly 

• DUKAKIS ON CHINA: Col­
umnists Evans and Novak on Sept. 7 
quoted a speech by Michael Dukakis 
in Canton, P.R.C. in 1985: "I was a 
13-year old boy at the Baker School 
in Brookline, and I was asked to de­
bate changes in China. I delivered 
a ringing condemnation of the Kuo­
mintang, Chiang Kai-shek's Nation­
alist party, and strongly advocated 
revolution in China. So, you see, 
you have a friend here. In fact, 
some friends of President Reagan 
occasionally refer to Massachusetts 
as the 'People's Republic of 
Massachusetts. ' " 

• WILLIAM WELD, former head 
of the Justice Department's Criminal 
Division, closed the DoJ' s inquiry into 
the assassinations of President John 
F. Kennedy and the Rev. Martin Lu­
ther King. Weld, who resigned in 
March, wrote the House Judiciary 
Committee that all leads had been 
checked, finding "no persuasive evi­
dence " to support conspiracy theo­
ries. 

• THE ALL-MALE Bohemian 
Club is under investigation for sex 
discrimination. If the investigation 
finds discrimination against women, 
the club could lose its liquor license. 
The exclusive Club, located 60 miles 
outside San Francisco, is the scene of 
bizarre cavortings and mid-summer 
nude theatrics I)y such international 
notables as Henry Kissinger and Hel­
mut Schmidt. 

• FRANCIS L. YOUNG, an ad­
ministrative judge with the Drug En­
forcement Administration, round that 
"marijuana, in its natural form, is one 
of the safest therapeutically active 
substances known to man." Judge 
Young ruled that, "by any measure 
of rational analysis, marijuana can be 
safely used within a supervised rou­
tine of medical care. " 
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