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ious exchanges between the New York Hassidic Lubavitch­
ers and the Soviet Union, with Moscow inviting large dele­
gations for visits over the last year. 

A predictable result of this potential nightmare of cults 
taking over Israel, is that the most extreme among the secular 
parties, like the Likud, may begin to look moderate. That has 
not been lost on the likes of Gen. Ariel Sharon, or Gen. 
Rehovam Ze'evi of the Moledet (Homeland) party, which 
advocates the total expulsion of the Palestinian people from 
the Occupied Territories. 

Political crisis ahead? 

At the same time, however, these events have thoroughly 
shocked the mainstream of the Israeli people, as indicated by 
violent anti-Orthodox commentaries which have appeared in 
the Israeli news media. Israeli intelligence sources predict 
months-of political crisis, with no government coalition being 
stable enough to rule the country . 

Likud's attempt to form a coalition alone with the relig­
ious nuts is now being challenged by desperate negotiations 
betWeen Labor and some of the smaller secular parties to 
form a minority government. 

At the same time, within the established parties, there 
have been public outbursts of anger from the secondary lead­
ership against the primary leadership. Inside Labor, Shimon 
Peres and Yitzhak Rabin have been at each other's throats, 
with Rabin talking quite openly of the possibility that he will 
join the Likud coalition. But both Rabin and Peres, the former 
now Defense Minister and once Prime Minister, the latter 
now Foreign Minister and once Prime Minister, have come 
under strong attacks from younger politicians for the utter 
failure of their electoral campaigns. 

The same is occurring inside the Likud, where younger 
leadership, although belonging to a seemingly victorious par­
ty, is challenging the position of luminaries like Ariel Sharon. 

A potential reshuffle of Israel's political leadership could 
have two results. Within months, a national unity coalition 
may have to be formed. One of its main tasks would be to 
change Israel's election laws. It will also have to face once 
again the unresolved issue of what kind of constitution Israel 
should have. Inability to resolve those issues will only en­
courage the trend toward disintegration of the established 
parties, and the emergence of new political coalitions. 

Israel is not expected to have much time to quietly face 
such issues. Israel's elections have not resolved the Palestin­
ian uprising in the Occupied Territories, the so-called Inti­

fada. By the end of November, it will have to face whatever 
challenge is mounted by the Nov. 15 Palestine National 
Council meeting. 

The easiest, and most dangerous, way to suppress the 
leading issues is for the Israeli hardliners to lead the country 
into a new Middle East war. Doubtless, were that to come to 
pass, it would set into motion a process of religious fanati­
cism which could become irreversible, and doom the region 
to perpetual bloodshed and chaos. 
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Runcie drops his 
mask, claims Nazis 
were Christians 

The pro-Russian head of the Church of England, Arch- . 
bishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, declared Nov. 9 
that Christianity, in and of itself, is "guilty" of having 
caused die Nazis' Holocaust against the Jews. 

"Christians are guilty," Runcie declared at a meet­
ing called in London to commemorate the 50th anni­
versary of the Nazis' anti-Jewish Kristallnacht po­
groms of 1938. 

"Many Jews knew that it was Christians who pushed 
them into the gas chambers," Runcie said. "It is no 
good saying they were not real Christians any more 
than we should say that those who did not go regularly 
to synagogues were not real Jews . . . .  The travesty of 
Kristallnacht and all that followed is that so much was 
perpetrated in Christ's name. " 

Runcie, a confirmed gnostic who accepts the Rus­
sian Orthodox Church's doctrinal views on Christian 
theology, is lying willfully. The Nazi leadership, to a 
man, was pagan and satanic in belief. 

The Nazis hated the person of Christ, and they did 
what they did to defile "Christ's name. " Had Hitler not 
been defeated on the battlefield, he would have begun 
to do to Roman Catholics generally, what he did to the 
Jews. Hitler and company regarded Jews and Chris­
tians as inextricably linked in a "Judeo-Christian" cul­
tural-philosophical matrix, which they bitterly hated. 

Runcie was speaking at a Kristallnacht commem­
oration in London, where he was sharing a podium 
with Cardinal Hume, the Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Westminster and head of the British Catholics, and 
British Chief Rabbi Lord Jacobovitz. 

This "Christians as Christians are guilty for the 
Holocaust" theme first surfaced in Britain in a major 
publicized way this fall, when the Soviet-linked Robert 
Maxwell financed a conference at Oxford University 
on the Holocaust, at which speaker after speaker stated 
what Runcie said on Nov. 9. 

Interestingly, the one important dissenter then, was 
the British chief rabbi, who warned that Judaism can­
not base itself on the Holocaust as the central reality of 
Jewish belief, since that would only undermine the 
Jewish religion, which has a long and rich tradition. 
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