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International Intelligence

North Korea invites
South Korean students

The North Korean regime of Kim Il Sung
has officially invited all South Korean stu-
dents who have been agitating for reunifi-
cation of the Koreas to the Youth Festival to
be held in Pyongyang in July 1989, the BBC
reported Dec. 26.

The invitation was sent through the bor-
der village of Panemun to South Korean stu-
dent representatives.

Just days earlier, on Dec. 24, Radio
Moscow reported that the final joint com-
muniqué from Soviet Foreign Minister Ed-
uard Shevardnadze’s short visit to Pyon-
gyang said that the Soviets would look with
favor on the eventual creation of a so-called
united, democratic, confederated republic
of Korea.

Asian countries begin
to take action on AIDS

AIDS has become a major issue in Asia,
judging by the sudden actions that have been
taken, almost simultaneously, in at least four
nations.

In Japan, persons suspected of having
AIDS will be tested before they are allowed
to enter the country, under a new law just
passed by the Diet (parliament). Whoever
refuses to be tested will be fined and denied
entry to Japan. According to the latest fig-
ures, from August, Japan has had only 90
AIDS cases, of whom 50 have died, but
1,048 people are known to be infected.

In the same December time-frame, the
National Assembly of South Korea passed a
law requiring foreigners on long-term visas
to take AIDS tests. Six South Koreans have
died of AIDS and 27 are known to be car-
rying the virus, according to government
figures.

On mainland China, AIDS will be listed
among 35 infectious diseases under strict
state control, as soon as a draft law now
being considered by the National People’s
Congress is passed. AIDS is not included in
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the most serious category, as were plague
and cholera, but in a second category along
with hepatitis and syphilis. Nationwide blood
tests of 67,000 people turned up 18 AIDS
carriers and three people suffering from
AIDS.

In India, meanwhile, the Council of
Medical Research announced that it has
screened 120,000 persons from high-risk
groups, and detected 22 AIDS cases and 370
carriers. On Nov. 30, the regional director
of the World Health Organization, Dr. Ko
Ko, said that nearly 600 seropositive per-
sons have been detected in India, according
to the Hindustan Times. Testing of 10,000
foreign students found 46 to be seropositive
and one sick with AIDS.

Addressing a Dec. 5 WHO seminar on
AIDS in India, the director of the Indian
Medical Association, Dr. Paintal, called for
legal provisions against sexual contact be-
tween Indians and foreigners. He said he
feared that Africa is already being decimat-
ed by AIDS, and referred to reports that
some raw materials companies in the United
States are buying up property in Africa, ex-
pecting the local population to be decimat-
ed. He feared that poor countries lacking
education and even primary medical facili-
ties will be the worst victims of AIDS. He
said that apart from educational steps, legal
compulsion will be necessary to deter the
spread of the disease.

Schiller Institute:
Save Brunelleschi’s dome!

At a conference in Rome on Dec. 20, the
Schiller Institute kicked off an international
campaign to save one of the greatest works
of the Italian Renaissance, the dome of the
Florence Cathedral, built by Filippo Bru-
nelleschi in the 15th century.

The dome is cracking, and the effort to
repair it will require a scientific effort to
rediscover the principles of geometry used
by Brunelleschi to erect the edifice—prin-
ciples that have been lost in the world of
digital computers and Euclidean geometry.

Lyndon LaRouche sent a memorandum
of greeting to the conference, outlining a

hypothesis that the key to saving the dome
is the geometry of negative curvature, in-
cluding notably the work of Eugenio Beltra-
mi in this field.

To build the dome without scaffolding,
Brunelleschi had to create a system that was
self-sustaining from its foundations and
through all its elevation. So, the architects
had to imitate the natural way in which the
living systems grow, or to use the methods
by which steady structures are shaped, for
instance, in moving water (e.g., vortices).

Among those addressing the conference
was Prof. Lando Bartoli, an engineer who
has hitherto waged a one-man campaign to
save the dome, exposing the incompetent
“restoration” techniques that have actually
accelerated the process of collapse (see in-
terview in EIR of March 29, 1988). In Feb-
ruary 1979, he reported, the 48 staging holes
left by Brunelleschi to allow for the expan-
sion and contraction of the dome because of
changes in temperature, were stopped up
with concrete, on the pretext that this was
necessary to allow restoration of the murals
on the inner face of the dome. As a result,
the cracks in the dome are growing larger.

Kissinger says he
fears world war

Former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
thinks that the West’s romance with Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachov is bringing the
world closer to war, not peace. “Most of the
media seem to have made up their minds:
Gorbachov is a new phenomenon who has
rejected all previous Soviet history,” Kis-
singer began his column in the Dec. 20
Washington Post.

“For 400 years the Russian Empire—
under czar and commissar—has been ex-
panding . . . in part because Russia has
sought absolute security, which means ab-
solute insecurity for all its neighbors.”

Kissinger reports that “the general per-
ception that Gorbachov has put forward uni-
lateral concessions is nonsense.” If, on the
other hand, serious arms control negotia-
tions are undertaken in Europe, Kissinger
continues, the West must ask itself, “Does
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