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LaRouche prosecutor
linked to Satanic cult

by an EIR Investigative Team

Assistant U.S. Attorney John Markham, the federal prose-
cutor in both the Boston and Alexandria prosecutions of
Lyndon LaRouche and a score of associates, was closely tied
to a Satanic organization involved in the infamous Son of
Sam killings in New York. According to court records and
other documents obtained by this news service, Markham
was intimately associated with the Process Church of the
Final Judgment, also known as the Foundation Faith of Mil-
lennium, between at least 1974 and 1980.

All of the information linking Markham to the Process
Church was clearly known to the Department of Justice at the
time that Markham was assigned to handle the LaRouche
prosecutions.

At least two authors, Ed Sanders and Maury Terry, have
published book-length accounts linking the Process Church
to two of the most brutal Satanic murder sprees in recent
history: the late 1960s Manson Family killings in California
of at least 33 people, including Hollywood actress Sharon
Tate, and the mid-1970s New York City Son of Sam murders
involving David Berkowitz.

The Process Church was founded in England in 1966 by
Robert and Maryanne DeGrimston, both initiates in the Church
of Scientology who left Scientology to form their own “hu-
man potentialities” therapy movement. What evolved was an
outright Satanic group.

In October 1967, Robert DeGrimston set down the Pro-
cess Churchtenets in the following words (from a book called
As It Is: “Christ said: Love thine enemy. Christ’s Enemy was
Satan and Satan’s Enemy was Christ. Through love, enmity
is destroyed. Through love, saint and sinner destroy the en-
mity between them. Through love, Christ and Satan have
destroyed their enmity and come together for the End. Christ
to judge, Satan to execute the judgment.”

In another book, Jehovah on War, DeGrimston was more
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blunt: “My prophecy upon-this wasted earth and upon the
corrupt creation that squats.upon its ruined surface is: Thou
shalt kill.” ;

From London, the Process Church, which targeted its
recruitment at a stratum of ‘wealthy professionals including
doctors and lawyers, briefly relocated to the Yucatan Penin-
sula in Mexico before settling into the counterculture havens
on the West Coast, San Francisco and Los Angeles. Here,
according to Ed Sanders (The Family: The Story of Charles
Manson’s Dune Buggy Attack Battalion, E.P. Dutton, 1971),
Process founders Robert and Maryanne DeGrimston became
personally close with Manson. Members of the Manson Fam-
ily in 1969 donned Process black robes.

For reasons unknown, the Process Church went under-
ground on the West Coast shortly after the 1968 assassination
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. The group soon resurfaced on
the East Coast, establishing visible branches in the New
York metropolitan area and Cambridge, Massachusetts by
the early 1970s.

Author and investigator Maury Terry, whose book, The
Ultimate Evil (Doubleday, 1987), is a definitive documen-
tary account of the Son of Sam murders in New York during
1976-77, published even greater detailed documentation of
the David Berkowitz group’s links to Process. According
to Terry, David Berkowitz, who was only one of a dozen
killers who carried out the Son of Sam murders, joined the
Process Church in 1975. Co-murderers Michael Carr and
John Carr were already members of the Process Church
earlier. The dates are relevant to the case of John Markham.

The Markham profile

According to government documents, published ac-
counts, and personal interviews, John Markham was born in
New Haven, Connecticut and was raised in Cambridge, Mas-
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sachusetts (already cited as a center of Process Church activ-
ities in the 1970s). Markham attended Roanoke College in
Virginia and Washington and Lee Law School. Throughout
his studies, he listed Cambridge, Mass. as his home address.

In 1973, after passing the bar examination in New York,
Markham went to work for the New York City law firm of
Shearman and Sterling. Among the other young attorneys in
the firm was Jonathan Weld, a cousin of Markham’s later
Boston boss, U.S. Attorney William Weld. Perhaps not co-
incidentally, while Markham and Weld were at the firm,
Shearman and Sterling were the attorneys for the Bank of
Nova Scotia in a civil litigation against Lyndon LaRouche
associates, whom the bank claimed had “mistakenly” re-
ceived a large cash transfer from an account with the bank.

According to records obtained from the State of New
York, on Jan. 17, 1974, the Process Church of Final Judg-
ment was formally incorporated in the state. The incorpora-
tion papers listed four Processeans as trustees: Katherine E.
Fripp (a.k.a. Mother Kali), Arthur Mendelsohn (a.k.a. Fath-
er Rubin), Christopher A. Fripp (a.k.a. Father John), and
Katherine I. McCormick (a.k.a. Mother Rebecca). The at-
torney for the Process Church who signed the incorporation
papers was John Markham.

On May 23, 1974, a second document was filed with the
State of New York, amending the incorporation papers to
change the name of the group from the Process Church to the
Foundation Faith of the Millennium. Once again, the attor-
ney of record was John Markham.

Was Markham just an outside counsel, or was he himself
a member of Process Church? According to the Process
Church’s own literature, Markham appears to have been a
“lay member.” In the January 1974 issue of the church mag-
azine The Processean, a glowing account is published of the

Manhattan church’s opening of a thrift shop at 181 West 4th
Street in Greenwich Village, run by Robert Miller and a
“group of lay Processeans.”

In the March 1974 issue, a box on page 22 reports on the
success of the thrift shop and names Robert Lyn, Erica Bul-
man, Joanne Palacini, John Markham, and Joshua Schonhaut
as “much involved.”

In June 1976, John Markham left New York City to join
a San Francisco law firm, Lillick, McHose, and Charles.
According to records obtained by this:news service from the
state of California, Foundation Faith of Millennium, from
1977-1980, listed that law firm as its official legal address.

Markham’s association with the Process Church/Foun-
dation Faith from coast to coast could not have been missed
by federal officials, particularly in light of the fact that a wide
range of law enforcement agencies have maintained ongoing
investigations of Process Church’s links to the Manson Fam-
ily, the Son of Sam, and the more recent May 13, 1983
murder of Long Island-based Hollywood producer Roy Ra-
din.

According to author Maury Terry, Christopher Fripp, one
of the four trustees of the New York Process Church who
signed the incorporation papers submitted by John Markham,
was also the owner of a piece of Process Church property in
the northeast corner of Westchester County on Salem Road
in Pound Ridge, N.Y. According to the personal accounts of
David Berkowitz, the Pound Ridge house and a nearby aban-
doned church were the East Coast headquarters of the Satanic
killer group behind the Son of Sam murders. The house was
purchased by Fripp from a church member in Brooklyn for
$1.

All of these events occurred while Markham was tied to
the New York Process Church.

Main appeal is filed for
LaRouche and associates

The main appeal of Lyndon LaRouche and his six co-
defendants against their conviction by a rigged jury in
Alexandria, Virginia was filed before the Fourth Circuit
Appeals Court in Richmond, Virginia on May 25. The
seven have been political prisoners since Jan. 27, when
they were sentenced to jail terms ranging from 3 to 15
years on hoked-up “fraud” and “conspiracy” charges.

Filed with the main appeal were amicus curiae (“friend
of the court”) briefs, five of them by prominent interna-
tional legal scholars, and three domestic amicus briefs
that were signed by 141 U.S. lawyers from all sections of
the political spectrum.

International signers of the briefs include: Prof. Dr.
Albert Bleckmann, director of the Institute for Public Law
and Political Science of the University of Muenster, West
Germany; Dr. Hans Richard Klecatsky, lecturer on Con-
stitutional Law and Politics at the University of Innsbruck,
Austria, former Minister of Justice of the Federal Republic
of Austria; Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Waldstein, professor of
law at the University of Salzburg, Austria, member of the
Austrian Commission of Jurists; Prof. William Nieboer,
criminal lawyer of Holland; Lennart Hane, lawyer, mem-
ber of the Swedish Bar Association, accredited before the
European Commission of Human Rights; Maitre Jacques
Stul, a lawyer with the Paris Court of Appeals; Maitre
Jean-Marc Varraut, a French specialist in human rights
and a lawyer before the Appeals Court of Paris; Judge
Jacques Boilevin, vice-president of the High Court of
Bordeaux, France; Maitre Biaggi, lawyer at the Paris bar,
and a former leader of the French Resistance.
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