ing in a footnote: “In 1987, I was called on to advise on a
murder in which the murderer seemed to have been influ-
enced by chaos magic. He did perform a premeditated ritual,
but it is probably true that if he had not been reading these
books, the murder would not have occurred. The books did
not cause the murder: they simply gave a somewhat unstable
psyche a sense of power in which murder became a reason-
able type of action.”

Luhrmann’s concept of a “reasonable type of action” and
her academic background combine to produce some inimita-
ble prose. For example, take the autobiographical account of
witch “Margaret” talking of her acquisition of “witch power’:
“Before, it had been a few nights spent quietly in my room.
But after I read Nietzsche I was trying out everything I hadn’t
tried before. Getting drunk, smoking dope, really myself into
dope in a big way. . . . And it was after that that I came
across some of the books on Greek religion. . . . And I sud-
denly realized that this was very much to do with being a
woman. Which was rather nice. . . . You see, it’s easier for
women to be in touch with that physical, animal power, and
that animal power keeps the world going. . . . Nature is the
power. It’s the common ground that you have with other
women and with the earth itself. And with the heavens. . . .
And the whole rhythm of the cosmos. Women are very
rhythmic. . . . And it all fits in with the periodicity of the
earth. And the blood mysteries of women, the menstrual
mysteries, and the birth mysteries. . . . We’re nearer the
earth, we’re nearer the heavens as well. . . . So I went from
teaching symbolic logic and Wagner criticism and writing
poetry—I’d made contact with some witches by then. The
Pagan Front. Liked these people. Seemed really sincere,
good, white witches. Also with a thing called the Fellowship
of Ishtar. Ishtar is the Babylonian goddess of love and war,
which sounded exactly like my themes.”

For $25, you can read more prose like this, the same
for women and men, witches and non-witches, pagans and
believers, and for people over ten years of age and under.

‘From the prison in which the politician’s career expires, the
influence of the statesman is raised toward the summits of
his life’s providential course. Since Solon, the Socratic meth-
od has become the mark of the great Western statesman.
Without the reemergence of that leadership, our imperiled
civilization will not survive this century’s waning years.’

n H. LaRouche, Jr.
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