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EIR: It is our view that it was the courage of the people in 

Beijing and all of China, which sparked the revolutions in 
Eastern Europe later in the year. There would not have been a 
revolution in Eastern Europe without the Chinese revolution. 
Lee: That is right. The trouble is, I suppose the people of 
Europe knew what was happening in China, but I doubt if 
the people in China know what is happening in Europe, 
because of the news blackout. 

I know that in the big cities, particularly Beijing, they 
have been able to tune in to the Voice of America and the 

BBC, but other than that it is difficult to get any correct 
information about the rest of the world. 

EIR: What is your view of the Bush administration policy, 

especially after he vetoed the visas for the Chinese students? 
Lee: Bush explained to people on the television very clearly 
that he intended to do executively, what Congress wanted to 

do by legislation. Of course, that is not as safe as when the 

law is there, but I suppose once he has made the solemn 

promise, on television, I do not see as a President, he could 

change his mind. 
I think these students are safe, from that point of view. I 

don't agree with his logical reasoning, but one can see some 

sense in what he said, should we antagonize China unneces­

sarily, when I can do it by executive act? Why should we do 
this by legislation China considers confrontationist? 

I can understand that sort of argument, but of course you 
know what sort of man he is. 

EIR: That is why we are doubtful. There is no need to 

propitiate China. You may have heard that Mr. Kissinger 
was forced to resign from the President's Foreign Intelligence 

Advisory Board, after there was an international scandal that 

he was using his influence to stop confrontation with Beijing. 
There is every indication, however, that President Bush 

will go along with what Beijing dictates. 
Lee: Same with the British. They have completely surrend­
ered. I think that from now on, everything that happens in 

Hong Kong cannot happen without the blessing of Beijing. 

They have just completely given up their entitlement to run 
this place under the Joint Declaration, back to the Chinese 

already. 

EIR: Do you think the British are now going to allow the 

Chinese to take measures to impose repression on Hong 

Kong? 
Lee: I am sure they are not as good to us as before, when 

we had 1 million people in the streets-then, any government 
will listen to you. When people are frightened away, then we 

suffer. 
When people are no longer backing us up like before then 

the British government will look over its shoulder. It would 

appease China whenever possible. I think this is the begin­

ning, no doubt about it. 
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u.s. mobs threaten 

Panamanian civil war 

The United States' occupation government in Panama is de­
ploying fascist mobs similar to those unleashed by Iran's 

Ayatollah Khomeini, to intimidate its political opponents. 
On March 5, a violent mob threatened to kill Cecilio Simon, 

Dean of the School of Public Administration of the Universi­
ty of Panama, and took over his office. 

Dean Simon is well known in Panama and abroad for his 
outspoken opposition to the Dec. 20 U.S. invasion, and to 
the drug-linked regime installed by the Bush administration 

in Panama. 

On March 3, in a manner similar to the attacks ordered 
by Khomeini against the United States Embassy in Teheran, 

a mob attempted to break into the residence of Peru's ambas­
sador to Panama to seize officials of the former government 

of Gen. Manuel Noriega as hostages. The former officials 
have been granted diplomatic asylum by the Peruvian gov­
ernment. The mob attacked the residence with rocks, sticks, 

and home-made bombs, causing a fire that almost destroyed 
the building. Vice President Ricardo Arias Calderon en­
dorsed the mob's actions, and said that the government would 
not grant safe-conduct out of the country to the former offi­
cials. 

A precedent for the attack had been set previously by 
U.S. forces, which, for several weeks following the inva­

sion, surrounded the same residence with armored personnel 

carriers, and encouraged daily demonstrations by pro-gov­
ernment mobs. As was done against the Papal Nuncio during 
the time General Noriega was granted sanctuary by the 

Pope's envoy, the American forces bombarded the Peruvians 

with loud Satanic rock music. In recent weeks, the mobs 
have also staged physical attacks against political prisoners 
of the occupation regime, including against former legislator 
Rigoberto Paredes. 

Panama has not yet begun to rebuild from the mass de­
struction brought about by the invasion; more than one-third 

of the workforce is unemployed, and there is danger of mass 

hunger and epidemics. By inciting mob hysteria under these 

conditions, the U.S. occupation government is creating a 
situation that could lead to a civil war similar to that in EI 
Salvador. 

In fact, just as in El Salvador, death squads have ap­
peared. A few days after an American soldier was killed on 
March 2 by the bombing of a night club, supposedly by a 
previously unknown "December 20 Commando Unit," the 
bodies of five Panamanians were found, shot through the 
head, their hands tied behind their backs. 
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