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against him based on government fraud, deciding instead 
to mount a drug investigation that only culminated in an 
indictment when the government created a "crime" in FBI 
informer Rasheeda Moore's government-financed hotel 
room. 

Government strongarmed witnesses 
Mundy has also not hesitated to point out that, of the 25 

witnesses the prosecution produced, all of them, with the 
exception of the federal officials who set up and orchestrated 
the sting, testified under grants of immunity or promises 
of leniency in their own cases. One such witness, former 
restauranteur Hassan H. Mohammadi, had been threatened 
with deportation to his native Iran where his opposition to 
the Khomeini revolution would have meant his death. 

One instance in which the prosecution's heavy-handed 
tactics may have backfired came with testimony from Barry's 
friend Bettye L. Smith, a former employee of the city's fi­
nancial adviser, W.R. Lazard and Co. Smith did not testify 
voluntarily. She was escorted by U.S. Marshals under a war-
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rant issued by Judge Jackson from a hospital bed in Chatta­
nooga, Tennessee where she was being treated for stress 
related to this case. On Julyi 16, her lawyers pleaded with 
Jackson to delay her appearalice since her medical condition 
had deteriorated; her psychiatrist submitted written testimo­
ny describing Smith as suicidal. Jackson responded by order­
ing her arrest. 

Prosecutors needed Smith's testimony to bolster the drug 
possession charges against the mayor alleging that he pos­
sessed cocaine between New:Year's Day, Jan. 1, 1990, and 
Jan. 18, the day he was arrested in the government sting. But 
Smith said she was unsure Qf the exact date on which she 
gave Barry a small amount of cocaine at her house. She said 
it might have been in 1989. 

Smith said that on that occasion, the mayor took the 
cocaine with him to the bathroom. When he returned, he 
gave the cocaine back to her, she said. She also testified that 
in the nine years since she first met Marion Barry, he has 
never used drugs in her presence, and has frequently repri­
manded her for her own drug use. 
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