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Andean Report by valerie Rush

Narcos go for total amnesty

Abandoned by the U.S., Colombia’s back is to the wall;
legalization of the drug cartels is Gaviria’s next play.

C olombian President César Gaviria
Trujillo’s first cousin, former cabinet
minister and governor Fortunato Gav-
iria Botero, was kidnaped, murdered,
and buried on his own coffee farm on
Feb. 13. And on Feb. 16, a car-bomb
loaded with 440 pounds of dynamite
and shrapnel was triggered by remote
conwol at the exit to a bull-fighting
arena in the city of Medellin, just as
thousands of spectators began stream-
ing out. The blast was so powerful that
human bodies and automobiles alike
were flung into the air, and “it rained
arms and legs,” according to one
shell-shocked observer.

Both incidents were the work of
the Medellin cocaine cartel, whose
leaders have been negotiating a legal-
ization deal with the Gaviria govern-
ment for many months. Just hours
after the Medellin car-bomb explo-
sion, a confident Juan David Ochoa,
one of the cartel’s four chiefs, swag-
gered into the offices of Medellin’s
prison authorities and surrendered,
under promise of a reduced jail term
and protection from extradition to the
U.S. He joined his two younger broth-
ers, Jorge Luis and Fabio, in a special,
luxuriously appointed jail just outside
of Medellin.

Two days earlier, on Feb. 14, the
Bogota daily El Tiempo reported that,
according to security agency inter-
cepts of the communications of top
Medellin Cartel chieftain Pablo Esco-
bar, the “godfather” had decided to
reject the government’s surrender of-
fer. Escobar has reportedly opted in-
stead to seek an alliance with the rival
Cali Cartel of Gilberto Rodriguez

Orejuela, which would employ a com-
bination of terrorism and “diplomacy”
to force through a general amnesty for
all the traffickers, through the good
offices of the traffickers who have
penetrated the Constituent Assembly
now deliberating in Bogota.

Already, two of Escobar’s lackeys
inside the Assembly, former Medellin
Mayor Juan GOmez Martinez and
Hemando Londoiio, have formally
proposed that the Assembly constitu-
tionally ban extradition and repatriate
Colombians, such as former cartel
transportation czar Carlos Lehder,
convicted and serving time in the
United States. Former minister and
cartel negotiator Joaquin Vallejo Ar-
beldez, Pablo Escobar’s baptismal
godfather, also added his voice to the
campaign. He penned a column in the
Feb. 11 La Republica, urging the As-
sembly delegates to “dialogue” with
the country’s narco-terrorists: “Chris-
tian pardon of crimes, when there ex-
ists a formal commitment to a new
life, is what distinguishes us from the
philosophy of vengeance,” intoned
the apologist for terrorism.

Notwithstanding the ongoing ter-
ror and blackmail scripted by the drug
traffickers, who still hold several
prominent hostages after having slain
several others, President Gaviria has
announced that he is prepared to re-
nounce all U.S. financial assistance
for a war on drugs, in return fora U.S.
“open door” policy to Colombian ex-
port products. We must “de-narco-
tize” relations with the U.S., said the
Colombian President, who is sched-
uled to visit Washington, Feb. 25-28,

to get the official stamp of approval
from the Bush administration for his
appeasement policy.

Indicating that such approval has
already been unofficially granted, the
U.S. Justice Department has just an-
nounced that it has negotiated a
“memorandum of understanding”
with its Colombian counterpart,
which will *put extradition on the
back burner,” wrote the Washington
Post of Feb. 16. According to Assis-
tant Secretary of State for Inter-Amer-
ican Affairs Bernard Aronson, Wash-
ington’s policy will now be one of
strong support for Gaviria’s negotia-
tions with the cocaine cartels. It
comes as no surprise that official
Washington has yet to provide Co-
lombia with:any evidence for use in
the pending criminal trials against the
surrendered Ochoa brothers, who are
wanted for murder and drug traffick-
ing in the United States—but not in
Colombia!

Despite the diplomatic charade
that will take place in Washington, all
but the most naive in Colombia know
that Gaviria’s appeasement policy
was made in the U.S.A. in the first
place. Ranging from both overt and
covert attacks on the Colombian mili-
tary for alleged “human rights viola-
tions,” to denial of adequate econom-
ic, financial, and technological
assistance in order to wage an effec-
tive war on drugs, Washington’s strat-
egy has been to drive Colombia into
precisely the indefensible corner it is
in today.

The unholy combination of Gavi-
ria, a former International Monetary
Fund economist, as President and a
Constituent ‘Assembly dominated by
narco-terrorists and their apologists
virtually guarantees that full amnesty
for the cartels and legalization of the
drug trade will be the next made in the
U.S.A. proposals on the Assembly’s
agenda.

48

International

EIR March 1, 1991

© 1991 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.



http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/1991/eirv18n09-19910301/index.html

