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One way to think about what this would mean is the 

following. If the government's projection of the future were 

a serious one, then we ought to be providing for the construc­

tion and provision of the equivalent of one new city, about 

the size of the present Washington, D.C., every year. A 

growth rate that would result in actual growth, would require 

provision for the equivalent of two new cities equivalent in 

size to Washington, D.C., or one new Philadelphia. The area 

of Philadelphia is about 470 square miles. 

Agriculture and irrigation 
Agriculture is the area of economic activity where the 

decision to stop capital improvements in infrastructure has 

already gone past a point of no return. Over the century, 

arid, or even desert areas of the country, like California and 

Arizona or even the High Plains states, have been turned into 

productive sources of food and other agriculture products 

through improvements including irrigation. Once desert and 

arid zones have been so upgraded, the improvements have 
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to be continued, otherwise disaste ensues, as is happening 

in California. Lack of investment jeopardizes the ability to 
maintain the accumulated ' worth of man-made 
alterations to relatively nature through capital 

improvements, which have I the existence of some 

of the most productive agriculture I the world on some of 

its most unproductive land, and catastrophic short-

term effects on the food supply of country. 

Irrigated agriculture ought to increased by about 12% 

to provide for the national in fresh fruits, vegeta-

bles, and potatoes, defined to the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture's nutritional standards of 

the 1950s. This is based on a per annual requirement 

of 532 pounds of fruit and per person per year, as 

against .1988 apparent 346 pounds per person 

per year; it envisions expanding production to ac-

count for the replacable imports. fruit and vegetables, 

which are included in the figures. Then, pro-
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