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Dateline Mexico by Carlos Cota Meza

The Madrid summit ship of fools

George Bush’s golden boys among Ibero-American heads of
state gathered in Madrid—with a few glaring exceptions.

Some 12 months ago, we said, at the
time of the first Ibero-American heads
of state summit held in Guadalajara,
that “Carlos Salinas de Gortari’s dis-
tinction (if you can call it that) is of
having gathered together this ship of
fools, of whom several will not make
it to Spain for the second summit in
1992.”

The reason for such a statement
was not the repugnance provoked by
some of the heads of state, but the fact
that the entire subcontinent finds itself
under wartime conditions, and its in-
stitutions, which these presidents rep-
resent, are in the process of dissolu-
tion, as are all the creations of the
post-World War I Versailles Treaty
arrangements. This dissolution was
clearly in evidence at the second sum-
mit held July 23-24 in Madrid, Spain.

For example, it is most likely that
Carlos Andrés Pérez will not make it
to Christmas celebrations this year as
Venezuela’s head of state. Ironically,
at the Guadalajara summit, Pérez had
called for the disappearance of the
concept of national sovereignty,
“through “a revision of the old and
anachronistic formulations of its guid-
ing principles.” This same anti-na-
tional attitude is what produced the
coup attempt against him last Febru-
ary. His own Congress forbade him to
leave the country for Madrid, for fear
of some new action in his absence.

César Gaviria Trujillo, of Colom-
bia, boasted in his Guadalajara speech
one year ago: “Good news. . . . We
have succeeded in dismantling several
leading criminal organizations, and
bringing their chieftains to justice.”
As the whole world knows, Gaviria

did not attend the Madrid summit be-
cause drug lord Pablo Escobar “inex-
plicably” escaped from his self-con-
structed so-called prison. Various
political forces in the country are now
demanding Gaviria’s resignation.

Peruvian President Alberto Fuji-
mori did not attend the summit for very
different reasons. At the moment, he
is the only Ibero-American leader with
the courage to try to correct the disas-
trous policies of his predecessors, by
taking personal command of the war
against the “genocidalist” narco-ter-
rorists of Shining Path. Thus far, how-
ever, he has failed to confront the
genocidalists of international finance,
who would make his country “disap-
pear” through their policies of usury
and demilitarization.

Carlos Menem of Argentina, and
Fernando Collor de Mello of Brazil,
did make it to Madrid, but their posi-
tions are less than secure.

Carlos Salinas de Gortari of Mexi-
co arrived at the summit as the culmi-
nation of a tour to Great Britain and
other European countries. In London,
he attended a meeting of the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Devel-
opment, whose fantasy-ridden direc-
tor, Jacques Attali, pleaded for his
“advice toward applying economic
strategies to encourage the develop-
ment of eastern Europe.” As if the
non-existent “Mexican miracle” could
solve the desperate crises of Russia,
Poland, or Czechoslovakia—or of
Mexico, for that matter.

When Salinas met with the advi-
sory board of the London Guardian
to promote his “miracle,” the leading
news of that day’s edition was that

“the world is experiencing a general
economic crisis not seen since the
’30s.” Other dailies, like the Finan-
cial Times, with whom Salinas also
met, analyzed the fall of the world’s
leading stock markets as a presage of
the collapse of the international fi-
nancial system.

In France, Salinas compared Eu-
rope unified under the Maastricht
Treaty to his own North American
Free Trade: Agreement with the Unit-
ed States and Canada, just as Europe is
going through the throes of a political
crisis over the defeat of the Maastricht
Treaty in a Danish referendum, and
its possible.defeat by a Frenchreferen-
dum in September.

At the Madrid summit, the cow-
ardly Presidents in attendance agreed
not to speak about the countries whose
Presidents were absent. To have done
so would have meant defining them-
selves with respect to the life-and-
death issues now facing the entire con-
tinent. Foriexample, the final summit
statement refused to mention by name
the ruling of the U.S. Supreme Court
permitting ithe kidnaping of foreign-
ers, and limited itself instead to re-
jecting “any kind of interpretation
which seeks to recognize the possibili-
ty of the extraterritorial application of
one country’s laws to another.” Possi-
bility? Tell that to Panama!

These fops also reaffirmed their
“commitment to intensify cooperation
and jointly fight the production, traf-
ficking, and illegal consumption of
psychotropic substances”—with
Gaviria’s Colombia undoubtedly the
model. They similarly said they “un-
equivocally condemn all acts, meth-
ods and practices of terrorism,” but
denied their support to Peru in its criti-
cal battle with Shining Path. And per-
haps mosti telling, they reaffirmed
their commitment to the suicidal free
trade policies demanded by Bush’s
new world order.
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