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Dateline Mexico by Cruz del Carmen Moreno Soto 

The return of Aztec paganism 

In the name of a non-Indian "indigenous movement," the anti­
Columbus protests reveal their pagan roots. 

DUring the well-organized protest 
demonstrations in Mexico against the 
celebrations of the 500th anniversary 
of Columbus's voyage to the Ameri­
cas, the controllers were easily identi­
fiable as promoters of the "Age of 
Aquarius," that counterculture project 
launched by the Anglo-Americans 
more than 25 years ago as a means of 
controlling populations through de­
struction of their minds. 

This time, the pretext was the cel­
ebration of the Columbus quincenten­
ary, and the propaganda bombard­
ment centered around a rejection of 
the evangelization of America and of 
mixing of the races, and to praise the 
bloody rituals of the Aztecs. 

Various protest marches were or­
ganized, one from Oaxaca and Chia­
pas, another from Tabasco, and a third 
up from Central America, to join on 
Oct. 12 in the main plaza, or Z6calo, 
of Mexico City. Two additional 
marches, begun earlier in the year 
from Alaska and Patagonia, con­
verged at ceremonies at the Teotihua­
can pyramids, a pre-Aztec archeo­
logical site near Mexico City, in 
order to "receive the energy of the 
rising Sun, in harmony with the 
Cosmos." 

Despite the fact that the marches 
were organized to protest the alleged 
"genocide" of the Spaniards against 
the indigenous people, the majority of 
the delegates were not Indians, but 
radical leftist groups; young gangs; 
squatters demanding housing, water, 
and electricity; students; ecologists; 
anthropologists; punks; and open sbp­
porters of Peru's Shining Path terror-
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ists, who back home celebrated 500 
years of "Indian resistance" by massa­
cring 47 Indians, 30 of them women 
and children. 

The marchers in Mexico assaulted 
Christopher Columbus's statue on the 
Reforma, one of the main thorough­
fares in Mexico City, while in the uni­
versity town of Morelia, activists tore 
down the statue of the first viceroy, 
Antonio de Mendoza. In the capital 
city of Chiapas, San Crist6bal Las Ca­
sas, protesters attacked the statue of 
one of the early evangelizers, Diego 
de Mazariegos. 

Of the 20,000 who reportedly 
showed up in the Z6calo, although 
others speak only of 10,000, a mere 
400 (less than 4%!) were Indians. 

Along one side of the Z6calo, 
where the remains of the Aztecs' lead­
ing temple can be seen beside a wall 
made of the skulls of human sacrificial 
victims, the promoters of what Pope 
John Paul n called the "anti-culture of 
death," adorned in traditional garb, or­
ganized ritual ceremonies to carry out 
"the prophecy of the Fifth Sun," to 
launch the era of the "Sixth Sun," and 
to bring about a "spiritual and cultural 
re-encounter with their ancestral roots. " 

In the propaganda the protesters distrib­
uted, they acknowledged that the "re­
encounter" they speak of is "the Age of 
Aquarius," or "the New Age." 

However, behind the exotic ex­
travaganza, it is clear that support for 
this "new indigenism" comes from the 
highest levels of the Mexican govern­
ment. For example, on orders of the 
government secretary, all commemo­
rative celebrations of the quincentena-

ry must be called an "Encounter of 
Two Worlds," and not "Discovery." 
Various state governments were in­
formed that they had to change the 
focus of the celebrations they had 
planned. At the same time, the cele­
brations that were planned were delib­
erately minimized, including the un­
expected cancelh,tion of a great choral 
mass at the Metropolitan Cathedral in 
Mexico City. 

President Salinas, an avid propo­
nent of "indigenism," took the op­
portunity of his address to the "En­
counter of Two Worlds" event to 
announce the cJ;eation of a Public 
Trusteeship for the Recovery, Con­
servation, and Preservation of Ar­
chaeological Zones. That trusteeship 
has been endowed with a 100,000 
peso budget to finance 12 archaelogi­
cal projects through 1994. 

Salinas explained that reforms of 
Article IV of the Mexican Constitu­
tion recognizing indigenous cultural 
rights, and support for the National 
Solidarity Program and the new Pub­
lic Trusteeship, Were intended to reaf­
firm Mexico's pride in its Indian 
roots. 

As part of tflis new ideological 
project, the Ceremony of the Sixth 
Sun was held on the island of Mexcal­
titIan, in the coastal state of Nayarit, 
with the attendance of the state gover­
nor and other special invitees. The 
ceremony was an allegory in which 
the symbolic flame of "Mexicanism" 
was carried by the Aztec god Huitzilo­
pochtIi, representing the 901 years 
that have passed since the Mexican 
tribe emigrated from AztIan to found 
the Aztec capital of TenochtitIan. Par­
ticipating in the journey through 85 
kilometers of twisting natural canals 
were the consuls of Spain, Germany, 
Costa Rica, EI Salvador, the Domini­
can Republic, Korea, and Czechoslo­
vakia, in the company of Gov. Celso 
Humberto Delgado. 
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