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Congressional Closeup by William Jones and Carl Osgood 

Pelosi bill would 
axe China MFN status 
At a press conference on Capitol Hill 
on April 22, Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D­
Calif. ) and Senate Majority Leader 
George Mitchell (D-Me. ) presented 
legislation which would end nonnal 
trade relations with China unless 
Beijing makes major refonns in the 
areas of human rights, weapons sales, 
and trade practices. The House bill, 
introduced on the same day, is co­
sponsored by House Majority Leader 
Richard Gephardt (D-Mo. ) and Assis­
tant Majority Leader David Bonior 
(D-Mich. ). 

The bill gives the President some 
flexibility in dealing with China by re­
authorizing China's Most Favored 
Nation trade status through June 
1 994. After that, the lower tariff rates 
under MFN would be continued for all 
products of private and joint-venture 
enterprises. However, if no progress 
has been made by that time in the indi­
cated areas, the lowered tariff rates 
would be suspended for the products 
of state-owned and -operated enter­
prises only. 

The conditions China must meet 
under tenns of the legislation include: 
1 )  ceasing religious persecution in 
China and Tibet; 2) ceasing unfair 
trade practices; 3) stopping missile 
shipments to Syria, Iran, or Pakistan; 
4) allowing human rights monitors to 
attend trials and inspect prisons; and 
5) adhering to a joint declaration on 
Hong Kong. 

Similar legislation was passed by 
both houses of Congress with large 
majorities in the past, only to be ve­
toed by President Bush. The measure 
was opposed by Senate Minority 
Leader Bob Dole (R-Kan. ), who said 
it would hurt U. S. workers and farm­
ers since China purchased more than 
$8 billion of American goods last 
year. House Foreign Affairs Commit­
tee Chainnan Lee Hamilton (D-Ind. ), 
who supported the legislation during 
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President Bush's tenn, indicated that 
he preferred diplomatic pressure rath­
er than the trade sanctions in the Pelosi 
bill. 

GoP filibuster kills 
'stimulus package' 
White House and Senate Democratic 
leaders gave up on April 21 in their 
attempt to break the Republican fili­
buster against the Clinton administra­
tion's $1 6. 3 billion stimulus package, 
intended to revive the economy. Iron­
clad Republican opposition in the 
Senate, and defectors within Demo­
cratic ranks, forced the administration 
to abandon its efforts to pass the entire 
package. Some $4 billion in emergen­
cy unemployment benefits was 
stripped out of the package and passed 
by the Senate by voice vote. 

The most significant part of the 
proposal, the investment tax credit, a 
measure which had been an integral 
part of the Kennedy recovery in the 
1 960s, provoked opposition even 
from Democratic leaders such as Rep. 
Dan Rostenkowski (D-IIl. ), chainnan 
of the House Ways and Means Com­
mittee, and Sen. Daniel Moynihan 
(D-N. Y. ), chainnan of the Senate Fi­
nance Committee. 

Supporters of the package ex­
pressed their frustration. "Yesterday's 
vote against the President's plan to 
stimulate the economy was a defeat 
for all Americans," said Rep. Jim Bly­
burn (D-S. C. ) on April 22. "It was a 
vote against the people of our country 
who have virtually lost faith in the na­
tion's willingness to respond to their 
dreams and aspirations. They see a 
government which has once again 
turned its back on their hopes for the 
future. " 

Rep. Nydia Velazquez (D-N. Y. ) 
commented, "Poor children will go 
without immunizations, at-risk urban 

youth will not find summer jobs, our 
damagtd roads and bridges will re­
main in disrepair, and our homeless 
families will continue to live without 
shelter and proper services. " 

In I'pite of the defeat at the hands 
of Republicans led by Sen. Phil 
Gramm (R-Tex. ), who knows abso­
lutely pothing about economics or the 
economy, the administration will pur­
sue some elements of the package. 

Republicans, elated by their victo­
ry, are now threatening to filibuster to 
block other proposals. Senate Minori­
ty Leader Robert Dole (R-Kan. ) has 
announced that he will oppose any 
proposed new taxes. 

F awelliambasts cuts 
in nuclear energy funding 
In floor comments on April 23, Rep. 
HarrislFawell (R-Ill. ) scored the Clin­
ton administration's near-elimination 
of fun(iing for, nuclear power research 
in th� Department of Energy. The 
DOE ibudget request eliminates the 
advanced liquid metal reactor 
(ALMR), the fast flux test facility 
(FFTF), and the modular high-tem­
peratUre gas-cooled reactor 
(MHTGR) programs, and also tenni­
nates programs for space applications. 

To Fawell, the DOE budget re­
quest :appeared particularly ironic in 
light df Clinton's announcement in his 
April 21 Earth Day address, of the na­
tion's commitment "to reducing our 
emissions to their 1990 levels by the 
year 2000." 

Fawell said, "It is critical that the 
nation continue to develop long-tenn 
energy options that reduce or elimi­
nate greenhouse gas emissions. While 
it is important that energy conserva­
tion and renewables and natural gas 
receive continued and increased em­
phasis, there is simply no way our 
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economy can continue to grow with­
out additional supplies of energy­
particularly electricity. And there 
simply is no viable long-term alterna­
tive to the use of nuclear energy to 
supply a significant fraction of that ad­
ditional electricity. " 

Aspin calls for further 
cuts in SDI budget 
Secretary of Defense Les Aspin an­
nounced on April 26 that he was re­
questing that Congress take $750 mil­
lion from the budget for the Strategic 
Defense Initiative (SDI) and other 
areas of defense spending to pay for 
the U. S. military's effort in Somalia. 
Aspin said that his request to "re­
program" these funds to pay the So­
malia bill was meant to ensure that 
the money does not come from daily 
military operations. 

"Reduced defense budgets severe­
ly limit the flexibility we have to do 
things like the Somalia reprogram­
ming," said Aspin. "The problem is 
we're talking about a fiscal year 1 993 
budget which is already tight when it 
comes to funding sources. " 

In the Aspin request, $80 million 
would be taken from the SDI, $274 
million from immediate spending on 
new executive and cargo jet aircraft, 
and $1 36 million from lower-priority 
military equipment and other areas. 

V olkmer criticizes ATF 
for 'Gestapo-like' tactics 
Rep. Harold Volkmer (D-Mo. ) called 
on April 20 for the House to investi­
gate the tactics of the Bureau of Alco­
hol, Tobacco, and Firearms in the 
Waco raid as well as in other, similar 
raids it has carried out around the 
country. 

"Prior to Feb. 27," he said, "the 
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followers of David Koresh were citi­
zens that, to my knowledge, had 
caused no problems of any kind in 
their community. On Feb. 28, 1 993, 
following what appeared to be a stag­
ed-for-TV assault by BATF on the 
compound they were living in, they 
all became heinous killers, according 
to BATF. For many years I have ob­
served the Gestapo-like tactics of 
BATF, as they have gone beyond nor­
mal police procedure and instead 
staged dangerous assault -type raids on 
individuals' homes and businesses. If, 
as some believe, BA TF fired the first 
shots on Feb. 28, did, in fact, those 
inside the compound have a right to 
defend themselves? At the very least, 
the reason for the assault, purported 
illegal weapons, would not have re­
sulted in a death sentence. Why, after 
51 days, was yesterday's action 
deemed necessary? Why were family 
members never allowed to talk to their 
loved ones in an attempt to persuade 
them to come out?" 

The fire, which killed most of the 
inhabitants, including children, in the 
Branch Davidian compound, has 
caused concern on Capitol Hill. Sen. 
Arlen Specter (R-Pa. ) and Rep. Don 
Edwards (D-Calif. ) are calling for 
hearings by their respective Senate 
and House Judiciary subcommittees. 

Penny introduces 
election reform bill 
Rep. Tim Penny (D-Minn. ) has intro­
duced legislation, consisting of three 
bills which would alter present elec­
tion law, making it easier for third­
party candidates to run for office. 

The Fair Elections Act of 1993 
would streamline the process for 
third-party candidates to gain access 
to the ballot in elections for President, 
U. S. senator, and U. S. representa­
tive. The bill establishes a uniform re-

quirement that candidates for Presi­
dent and U. S. senator file petitions 
with signatures equal to one-tenth of 
1 % of the numbeIj of persons who vot­
ed in the last statewide federal elec­
tion, or 1,000 signatures, whichever 
is greater. For the Congress, the limits 
are one-half of 1 % of the number of 
voters in the last' congressional elec­
tion, or, if there was no previous elec­
tion, 1,000 signa�res. 

The second bill would require 
election-day re�stration in every 
state, and the thir� bill, the Democra­
cy in Presidenti� Debates Act of 
1993, would institutionalize presiden­
tial election debates. 

Mica would impose 
environmentalism abroad 
On April 26, Rep. John Mica (R-Fla. ) 
introduced a bill, the Global Environ­
mental Cleanup Act, which would use 
the threat of cutoff of U. S. foreign 
assistance to force nations to abide by 
U . S. environmental standards. 

Mica complained that "both di­
rectly and indirectly, America pro­
vides financial aiell and foreign assis­
tance to countries that are destroying 
our planet. " He complained that "this 
lack of environmental pollution con­
trols in foreign cO$ntries provides for­
eign manufacturers with an unfair 
competitive adv�tage in the global 
marketplace. " 

The bill would also require the 
State Department to publish an annual 
report that would evaluate environ­
mental laws, policies, and practices 
of nations. "For the first time we will 
make environmental cleanup a criteria 
for receiving U. S. financial support 
and aid," he said. Nations particularly 
targeted were Egypt-legendary, he 
said, for its "environmental atrocit­
ies"-Mexico, Chile, Brazil, Korea, 
and Taiwan. 
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