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u.s. Unemployment Coverup 

'The want a job now figure is compiled quarterly. The figure used for monthly calculation 01 the Unpublished 
Rate 1 is that from the most recent available quarter. 
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Explanatory Note 

In April, over 6.3 million jobless and 6.4 million more semi-em­
ployed people were ignored bf( the U.S. govemment's Bureau 
of labor Statistics in Its calcul�tion of the official (U-5b) unem­
ployment rate. To bring out thE! truth, EIR Is publishing the rates 
you would see if the govemment didn't cover up. 

The widely publicized official unemployment rate Is based on 
a monthly statistical sampllng'of approximately 57,000 house­
holds. But in order for someone to be counted as unemployed, 
the respondent member of tile household (often not the per­
son who is out of work) must �e able to state what specific ef­
fort that person made in the I,st four weeks to find a Job. If no 
specific effort can be cited, the jobless person is classified as 
"not in the labor force" and IgnOred In the official unemployment 
count. 

But over 6 million of these discarded people are also reported 
on the monthly survey Indlca.lng that they "want a regular job 
now." EIR's Unpublished Ratf' 1 is calculated by adding these 
discarded jobless to the officjally "unemployed." The Unpub­
lished Rate 2 Includes, in ad�ltion, over 6 million more people 
forced into part-time work for bconomic reasons such as slack 
work or inability to find a full-lime job. These people show up 
as employed in the official statistics even if they worked only 
one hour during the survey �ek. 

For comparability with the official rate, the EIR rates are cal­
culated on the same base figure, the BlS defined civilian labor 
force. This figure comprises all civilians classified as either em­
ployed or unemployed. For , number of reasons the civilian 
labor force can be considered as a bloated figure. Its use as 
the divisor in unemployment rate calculations thus further 
masks the depth of the unemployment problem. large seg­
ments of the population, who might not under healthy economic 
conditions be forced to seek ",",ork, have become a part of the 
civilian labor force over the p�st 25 years of "post-industrial so­
ciety" economy. This include$ young mothers, the elderly, and 
many college students. 
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