From New Delhi by Ramtanu Maitra

Click here for Full Issue of EIR Volume 20, Number 44, November 12, 1993

U.S. boosts Kashmiri secessionists

After Somalia and Haiti, is President Clinton planning an
intervention in the Indian state of Kashmir?

Assistant Secretary of State for South
Asian Affairs Robin Lynn Raphel, on
Oct. 28 at a press briefing in Washing-
ton, issued a strident declaration that the
United States considers the whole of
Kashmir as a disputed territory and
therefore does not recognize “the instru-
ment of accession” by which the Maha-
rajah of Kashmir made Kashmir an inte-
gral part of India in' 1947. Many here
are now suspicious of the prospect that
the Clinton administration, bogged
down in Somalia and Haiti and paralytic
over the developments in Bosnia, is
now planning to get involved in the
Kashmir conflict.

The U.S. State Department’s of-
ficial response to the spate of Indian
protests has failed to convince any-
one. One diplomatic troubleshooter
dismissed the U.S. reply as a “careful-
ly drafted clarification which seeks to
maintain what she [Raphel] has said
more overtly.”

Raphel’s press briefing itself was
an exercise in doublespeak. She de-
clared that the Shimla Agreement,
signed by India and Pakistan in 1972
as an instrument to resolve bilateral
conflicts through negotiations and
without resorting to force, may no
longer be an effective instrument for
resolving the Kashmir dispute. “It is
21 years old and there have been very
few discussions, if any, under that ac-
cord in terms of resolving the Kashmir
dispute,” Raphel said.

Raphel is a friend of Bill Clinton,
who prior to her appointment as assis-
tant secretary of state served as politi-
cal counselor at the U.S. Embassy in
New Delhi for almost two years. She

indicated that the United States was
now interested in mediating the Kash-
mir dispute “if all parties to the dispute
want it.”

But her press briefing also indi-
cated that for the first time the U.S.
government is veering toward the pol-
icy avidly put forward by British Lord
Avebury in the House of Lords, that
Kashmir should become its own inde-
pendent country. Raphel pointedly
noted that “no resolution [on the
Kashmir issue] can be stable and last-
ing unless agreed to by the people of
Kashmir.”

Raphel also indicated that the
United States is now set to engage
Russia in a formal consultation on
South Asta, and that she would be un-
dertaking a trip to Bangladesh, Paki-
stan, and Afghanistan, as well as Rus-
sia, early in November.

On the same day as Raphel’s press
briefing, Stephen Solarz, former con-
gressman from Brooklyn and Presi-
dent Clinton’s nominee for ambassa-
dor to India, raised the “hypothetical
question” of the impact on India’s sta-
bility in the event Kashmir were al-
lowed to secede. He referred to two
alternative views: one stressing the
damaging consequences to Indian uni-
ty, and the other suggesting that Kash-
mir is a unique problem, and its sepa-
ration is unlikely to affect the unity of
India.

Raphel’s concern about the views
of the Kashmiri people was earlier ex-
pressed at an Asia Foundation dinner
where, in answer to questions, she
said that she was happy to report that
the Kashmiri people, who had hitherto

eschewed any political dialogue, are
“getting together and organizing
themselves so that they have someone
who can speak for them as a whole, as
a group.” The statement suggests that
during her posting in India, Raphel
was in touch with Kashmiri seces-
sionists. ,

India and lf’akistan have fought
three futile wars over Kashmir, and
came close agaip in 1991. The region
has been a trouble spot for the last four
decades and more. Kashmir is now
split four ways, with almost two-
thirds of it belonging to India. Of the
Indian part, one section is the Kashmir
Valley, inhabiteld mostly by Muslims.
The other two parts are Jammu, a Hin-
du majority area, and Ladakh, with a
largest Buddhist community, border-
ing China. The Pakistan-occupied
part of Kashmir is in turn split into
three parts. The Kashmiris themselves
have little loyalty toward either India
or Pakistan.

The People’s National Party
(PNP) representhtive of the Pakistani-
held part of Kashmir, Shaukat Ali
Kashmiri, unveiled at the Round Ta-
ble on Kashmir in Amsterdam re-
cently a map of the “United States of
Kashmir,” which includes the whole
of Kashmir. He kaid, “We accept nei-
ther accession ta India nor Pakistan.”

Kashmiri algo blamed the United
States and Euroﬂe for wanting to keep
the regional comflicts going, so that
they could influpnce events. He said
the Kashmiris felt threatened by the
rapid industrial}ization of the two
Asian giants, China and India.

Another speaker at the Round Ta-
ble echoed Raphel’s positive affirma-
tion of the Kashmiri separatist move-
ment, noting that although it was true
that the Kashmirtis do not have leaders
of the stature ofl Mahatma Gandhi or
Nelson Mandela or Yasser Arafat,
still the Kashmiri movement is begin-
ning to produce Its own leaders.
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