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Lesson of the Cole Incident:
Stop Privatizing Our Generals

by Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr.

October 22,2000

In and of itself, the shocking experience of the attack upon
the USS Cole,' should have awakened relevant, witting U.S.
policy-shapers to the urgency of an immediate and sweeping
reversal of the process of “privatization” of the military and
immediately related institutions and functions of the U.S.
government. Unless the U.S. military were -efficiently
obliged, and equipped to operate under what had been those
traditional U.S. notions of rules of engagement, which re-
quires reversing recent trends toward privatization, such im-
portant matters as the issue of responsibility for the security
of U.S. forces deployed, tend to fall between the cracks of
diverse and ill-coordinated governmental and other agencies.
Such is but one among the several classes of closely related
leading issues implied in the fatal fueling-stop of the Cole.

The dismal results of related, current trends in U .S. strate-
gic and related policies, of which an obsessive fixation upon
“privatization,” is but one symptom, is a pervasive problem,
a problem whose existence can not be separated from what
even non-military professionals should and must recognize
as a spreading illiteracy respecting relevant strategic lessons
of modern history. The Cole incident, like the haunting unre-
solved issues of the sinking of the Russian submarine Kursk,
is a single example of a class of problems which point, by
implication, both to the likelihood of related kinds of individ-
ual cases during the period ahead; but, even more significant,
it points to a much broader class of systemic problems under
which the Cole incident itself is merely subsumed.

We must situate that incident not only within the general

1.0n Oct. 12,2000, an Arleigh Burke class destroyer, the USS Cole, was the
target of suspected terrorism, during a refuelling stop in the Yemen port city
of Aden. A bomb explosion killed 17 U.S. Armed Forces personnel.
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class of strategic policy blunders which that case implies. It
would be sheer incompetence, a fallacy of composition, not
to see this incident in the setting of larger policy failures
reflecting the combined, corrosive effects of “privatization,”
“free trade,” and “globalization.” The subsuming issue, is a
nearly thirty-five-year, so-called “utopian” trend in policy-
shaping, which has also been the cause for the currently on-
rushing disintegration of the world’s present financial system.
The disreputable state within much of our nation’s current
military policy, is to be traced to its root, in the imposition
upon our military institutions, of the alien, destructive influ-
ence of such trends in policy-shaping.

It would be an intolerable fallacy of composition, to at-
tempt to isolate cases such as the Cole incident from their
root-cause, that inhering decadence of those current utopian
trends, which have been misshaping both our nation’s military
policy, and, more importantly, the strategic outlook under
which today’s leading political authorities have been shaping
military policy.

The spread of this infectious utopian decadence some-
times called “privatization,” is not limited to the alarming
increase of illiteracy among our more poorly educated
younger generations of military professionals. To understand
cases such as the Cole incident, we must emphasize the
broader implications of related intellectual failures in the
Congress and elsewhere, as typified by the influence of the
dupes of wild-eyed rug-chewers such as Zbigniew Brzezin-
ski, his lackey Samuel P. Huntington, and self-avowed H.G.
Wells devotee Madeleine Albright. The latter cases are
merely typical of those who have contributed a leading part
in carrying the strategic policies of the U.S. and NATO to
their present post-modernist— or, should we say “pre-Rapha-
elite” —extremes.

The pivot of that widespread moral decay merely typified

EIR November 10, 2000

© 2000 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.


http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2000/eirv27n44-20001110/index.html

by Brzezinski, Huntington, and Albright, has been the effect
of the 1945, post-Franklin Roosevelt adoption of the intent in
threatened use of nuclear weapons, to bully nations, directly
or indirectly, into submitting to world government. This uto-
pian policy is to be recognized as that which was introduced
to the U.S.A. and other nations, by H.G. Wells and Bertrand
Russell.

Since immediately following the untimely death of Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt, this utopian nuclear-weapons
dogma of Wells and Russell, has turned what used to be mod-
ern European civilization, back to the direction of restoring
the pre-Fifteenth-Century policies of the Middle Ages. This
trend has accelerated since the negotiations accompanying
the 1989-1991 collapse of Soviet power. Under that policy-
trend, the world today has been dominated increasingly by
imitations of those medieval, pro-feudalist policies which in
the past led to disasters such as the collapse of the Roman
Empire and Europe’s mid-Fourteenth-Century plunge into a
New Dark Age.

Thus, we have that neo-medievalist trend toward what
Wells and Russell proposed, in Wells’ The Open Conspiracy,
as “world government,” which has degenerated, over the re-
cent ten years, into an emerging, but self-doomed, Anglo-
phone world empire. This collapse of today’s globally ex-
tended modern European civilization, is that which has
unfolded under the combined dictatorial authorities of the
Wall Street- and London-dominated elements of the English-
language component within NATO. The follies intrinsic to
the strategic thinking, practice, and foolish aftermath of “De-

EIR November 10, 2000

The attack on the USS
Cole was the result of
larger policy failures
reflecting the combined,
corrosive effects of

» o«

“privatization,” “free
trade,” and
“globalization.” Here:
The destroyer is towed
away from the port of
Aden, Yemen, on Oct.
29, 2000.

sert Storm” and the recent series of Balkan wars, typify the
doubtful quality of professional competence, personal moral-
ity, and, sometimes, even the lack of sanity, among many of
those military officials, and others, who have authored or
supervised such follies during the past eleven years.

During the recent two decades, the folly of such post-
Franklin Roosevelt trends, has been greatly aggravated by the
process which has brought a new stratum of high-ranking
officials into government and crucially important private in-
stitutions. European civilization is dominated by leaders who
are, in fact, functionally, collectively mad in the same sense
the term “clinically insane” were rightly applied to a compara-
ble type of individual mental case.

Looking back today across the most recent decade, the
characteristic policy-shaping typified in its effect by a now
worse than bankrupt set of U.S. financial and economic pol-
icy-shaping institutions, demonstrates beyond reasonable
doubt, that behind the follies which sometimes erupt in our
nation’s military practice, or in the follies of that ruling finan-
cier oligarchy associated with the so-called Wall Street estab-
lishment, the majority among that so-called establishment is
collectively and terminally insane. Such effects, are typified
by the current, wild-eyed, homicidal lunacy permeating the
actions of Federal Reserve Chairman Greenspan and Trea-
sury Secretary Summers, and the attitudes of currently princi-
pal Presidential candidates Gore and Bush.?

2.See, Richard Freeman, “The Quality Adjustment Method: How Statistical
Fakery Wipes Out Inflation,” EIR, Oct. 27,2000.
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Some Historical Precedents

As apractical result of that prevailing trend, the post-1989
form of de facto Anglophone empire, is now lurching toward
early disintegration, that as surely as Erich Honecker’s East
Germany in late 1989. The onrushing financial disintegration
of the present form of U.S. power, should have forewarned
leaders in government, that, contrary to the obsessive clap-
trapping by the Bush and Gore campaigns, the same type of
tragic lurch toward doom displayed in the fall of Honecker
and Mielke, is the primary feature of the immediate strategic
situation and the present policy-posture of the U.S.A. itself.

It is merely symptomatic of that present historic situation,
that the currently careening practice of privatization of U.S.
military functions, as in Africa and elsewhere, is to be recog-
nized, at first glance, as a shoddy imitation of British colonial
and related imperial practices of the Eighteenth and Nine-
teenth centuries. Mercenary armies, such as those of the Brit-
ish East India Company, perpetrated privatized mass atroci-
ties like those now being conducted, with U.S. State
Department backing, by British and U.S. copies of former
British East India Company operations. A more ominous par-
allel to that kind of military decadence today, is the wars
conducted under the reign of Fourteenth-Century Lombard
bankers, such as the house of Bardi and Peruzzi, financiers of
atype who are currently plunging the entire planet into a New
Dark Age like that unleashed upon Europe’s Fourteenth
Century.

Such lunatic bankers’ dark-age policies, are U.S.A. and
British policies and practices in Africa and in the Albright
State Department’s anti-nation-state, pro-drug-legalization
operations in South America today. The increasing reliance
upon the use of those methods of mercenary types of “special
operations” within the domain of military functions, such as
the notorious Iran-Contra operations of the 1980s, has be-
come, over the span of the past several decades, in and of
itself, like the bungled U.S. Middle East policy, today’s great-
est single source of lurking threat to the national security and
other vital strategic interests of our republic and its traditional
pro-republican allies. This is the current situation within the
Americas and world-wide.

In that and other respects, the Cole incident is properly to
be seen as essentially a typical, and ominous by-product and
symptom of such a pervasive trend of decadence in our gov-
ernment’s current military and related budgetary and other
practice. The fact that the tragi-comedy of U.S. policy-errors
leading into such an incident could occur, points toward the
subsuming, larger and deeper implications of that incident for
U.S. policy-reshaping today.

Now, when the greatest financial collapse in modern his-
tory looms for the period immediately ahead, the only sane
leaders of nations are those who, increasingly, take that col-
lapse of the present financial system as already inevitable.

As I have said repeatedly, on earlier occasions, we must
see our present U.S. situation in the same general sense that
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the Edgar Bronfman-backed East Germany regime of Hon-
ecker and Mielke was doomed at the close of 1989. Sane
leaders then were those who proposed, as I had done, in my
October 12, 1988 televised address, and as Deutsche Bank’s
murdered Alfred Herrhausen had intended in Autumn 1989,
to concentrate on rebuilding the post-collapse Eastern Europe
of 1989, rather than cling to the ideological relics of adoomed
“Cold War” past.

Sane leaders are those, today, who, instead of continuing
foolish attempts to prevent the inevitable bankrupting of the
Wall Street financial bubble by lunatic “bail-out” strategies,
are concentrating their efforts on rebuilding the world which
has been greatly ruined by recent orgies of so-called “privati-
zation” and related policies.

Now, as even the United Kingdom is poised, promising
to forsake at least some of the follies of privatization, by re-
nationalizing its ruined railway system, this same corrective
outlook is demanded in our military policy, as well as other
domains.

Summarized most simply, the point is, that civilization
will not long outlive the presently onrushing global financial
explosion and widely heralded, early collapse of the U.S.
dollar, unless governments act to eradicate the kinds of follies
typified by the recent three decades fads of “free trade,” “pri-
vatization,” “globalization,” and financial “deregulation.”
Accordingly, in the domain of military affairs, in particular,
sane leaders will act to uproot the novelties which those follies
have introduced to the sphere of military policy and practice.

For reasons which shall become apparent after assimilat-
ing the material summarized in the following pages, it is ur-
gent that we return the U.S. military doctrine and policy to
the great engineering-based, republican military and foreign-
policy tradition which U.S. West Point and Annapolis came
to share with the traditions of such republican, revolutionary
geniuses of the military domain as France’s Lazare Carnot
and Germany’s Gerhard Scharnhorst.

Sane leaders are those who will bury those utopian styles
in military and related decadence which have been decreed
fashionable during the recent thirty-five-odd post-Kennedy
years. We must uproot the lunatic fads unleashed from that
Pandora’s Box of nuclear deterrence and neo-liberal fanati-
cism which was opened by the likes of Wall Street’s John J.
McCloy, McGeorge Bundy, and Henry A. Kissinger.

1. The Present Strategic
Turning-Point

The root of the worst trends in U.S. military and related
policy-shaping, is to be located in an implicitly anti-constitu-
tional shaping of U.S. policy. That means trends which have
come into being through subordinating the interests of our
Federal constitutional republic to the perceived special self-
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interests of a Wall Street-centered financier-oligarchical es-
tablishment.

This systemic corruption of our institutions and their prac-
tice, is properly appreciated by viewing that establishment as
it is represented by an extensive, century-long subversion of
the permanent bureaucracy of our Federal government. That
is the subversion which has been effected chiefly by the over-
reaching influence of a Venetian-style cabal of financiers and
their associated leading law firms. This is a cabal, launched in
its present form under pro-Confederacy, Wall Street puppet-
Presidents Theodore Roosevelt and Ku Klux Klan fanatic
Woodrow Wilson, a cabal which continues to rely for a large
amount of its popular political support, upon its currently
conspicuous adaptation to a pro-racist, implicitly treasonous
current, which is plainly rooted in the unpurged legacy of the
slave-holders’ Confederacy.

The continued existence of that establishment’s role and
power, has been called into question by the currently onrush-
ing global financial collapse of the present IMF system. That
establishment’s present power is now threatened with extinc-
tion, by the implications of the onrushing reality of the great-
est financial crash in modern history. In a time when more
and more of the world’s leading press, as in Germany, Britain,
and France, are heaping justified contempt upon the current
choices of leading two U.S. Presidential candidates, it is that
global crisis, which now brings that establishment’s very exis-
tence into doubt.?

This state of affairs not only defines the imminent, crisis-
born possibility for returning our republic to the service of its
original and true constitutional interest; it defines a situation
in which our republic might, even probably, soon cease to
exist: unless we act to make precisely that revolutionary
change at some early, critical moment of opportunity offered
by that present breaking-point in the modern history of this
planet.

The greatest, most doomed fools in the U.S.A. today,
include those who are plotting increasing world-rule by the
kinds of U.S. policies which are associated with those among
today’s U.S. influentials who are our nation’s present equiva-

3. For example, the German daily Die Welt, Nov. 2,2000: Neither Gore nor
Bush ever mention the danger of a financial crash. “They try to spend billions
of dollars from projected surpluses. What they never talk about—a stock
market crash and the certain threat of a recession—tells no less about the
state of the country.”

In the London Guardian, Oct. 25, 2000: Francis Wheen characterizes
the U.S. Presidential election as, “It’s Dumbo v. Pinocchio.”

In the London Daily Telegraph, Oct. 24, 2000: “If the United States
Presidential candidates were Hollywood movie characters, Al Gore would
be one of those 1950s science fiction monsters who take on whatever form
is necessary to look credible to the population of the invaded planet. . ..
American voters . . . are beginning to suspect that if they pulled away Mr.
Gore’s square-jawed mask, and the empty suit sank to the floor, the Thing
From Outer Space would stand revealed as a mound of green slime.”

The French daily Le Monde described the race as between “the Cretin”
and “the Stiff.”
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lent to the Honeckers and Mielkes of 1989, notably the world-
widely ridiculed U.S. candidacies of the two carefully pre-
selected intellectual and emotional wrecks known as Gover-
nor Bush and Vice-President Gore.

Thus,so far, although few leading circles of strategic plan-
ners among Anglo-American policy-shapers appear to recog-
nize this, the Anglo-American regime of rule over this planet
has reached just such a point of imminent, self-induced doom,
a condition comparable to, but far more awesome historically
than the 1989-1992 disintegration of the Soviet system. So,
often in history, empires have suddenly collapsed at the very
moment the relevant Ozymandias believed that his power was
absolutely secured.

This present, actually revolutionary situation in world af-
fairs, requires a radical change in the current thinking of any
sane remnant still to be found among our leading military and
related professionals.

In contrast to those saner professionals we may hope will
be selected as our current leading policy-influencers, today’s
typically pathetic cases shaping our nation’s economic policy
up to now, should remind us of those fools who insisted that
the cause of the 1929-1931 depression, was that “some people
had talked the economy into a depression.” Today’s most
foolish people are those still seeking to deny, hysterically, the
immediate peril against which I have warned them. In this
circumstance, more and more among the more intelligent and
sane people from around the world are joining me in taking
the doom of the present Anglo-American utopian policies as
a given fact. The only really intelligent people, are those who
are concentrating their attention on the steps to be taken at
the early moment the now onrushing chain-reaction collapse
obliterates the world’s present financial order.

The reader, as he or she moves through the successive
phases of the argument I present here, will be shocked by the
contrast between what I propose in this report, and the tenor
and content of the discussion, proposals, and debate found in
the recent deliberations of the U.S. government, in the leading
news and entertainment media, and from the mouths and luna-
tic gesturings of the leading U.S. Presidential candidates of
the moment. In brief, the world which those commonly heard
discussions and reports have ruled, is now dead, soon to be
buried under the rubble of the financial collapse caused by the
very arguments and choices of topics which those continuing
reports and arguments of the U.S. Wall Street establishment
and its dupes still reflect. If we are to survive, we shall soon
have entered a new world, the kind of world I describe here,
the kind of world in which the actions I propose will be the
typical, leading topics of daily life in government and among
the people generally.

The required changes which sane and intelligent people
will now be preparing, include a sweeping improvement in
the training, quality, and assigned mission of our national
military institutions. The new role of that military will be
merely an aspect of the remedies required, but it will be, as I
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shall show here, an important aspect.

I'shall now explain the revolutionary character of the pres-
ent situation, and then identify certain among the needed
changes in the assigned mission and composition of our mili-
tary and related forces.

The U.S. National Interest

The U.S. national interest is defined most efficiently by
understanding the heretofore continuing role of the British
monarchy as, in fact, the generally recognized leading mortal
enemy of our republic, from the 1776 Declaration of Indepen-
dence through the 1901 assassination of President William
McKinley. It was that assassination, run in the interest of Wall
Street adversaries of McKinley, through Emma Goldman’s
Manhattan Henry Street Settlement House, which led to the
misguided adoption of that monarchy as the principal Twenti-
eth-Century U.S. ally, an alliance based in widespread mis-
perception. It was based upon a widespread delusion which
continued to dominate U.S. policy-shaping throughout most
of the Twentieth Century, excepting during the happier inter-
vals under the leadership of two Presidents, Franklin Roose-
velt and John Kennedy. Unfortunately, each of those latter
died suddenly, prematurely, in office, leaving crucially im-
portant, unfinished business undone..*

The principal issue of that adversarial relationship be-
tween our republic and the British monarchy, has been the
signal historical role of our republic from its birth, as our
republic is typified, from that time, by the moral imperative
of commitment to forming a community of principle among
those sovereign nation-state republics which were each and
all committed to the general welfare of all their own peoples
and a similar benefit in their relationship to one another.

The British monarchy, conceived by the bloody tyrant
William of Orange, and set into motion by the coronation of
William’s political heir George I, has emerged as the world’s
leading adversary, world-wide, of the modern sovereign form
of nation-state republic. That drug-pushing (e.g., “drug legal-
izing”’) monarchy has continued that role to the present mo-
ment this is written. Especially among us English-speaking
people, we might wish that monarchy would change its com-
mitments, even at this late date; but, so far, it has not. Echoes
of King Richard III: the contrasted image of victim Princess
Diana and her cruel mother-in-law, would supply a contempo-

4. Although three fools, Kaiser Wilhelm, Kaiser Franz-Josef, and Czar Nich-
olas II, who could have prevented World War I, must not be treated as inno-
cent, it was the evil uncle of Wilhelm and Nicholas, Britain’s King Edward
VII, who was the principal criminal in organizing that war, and it was the
implicitly treasonous pair of Presidents Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow
Wilson whose actions enabled Edward’s planned war to be launched as it
was. It was the victors who should have been condemned by an honest
Versailles peace conference, or, otherwise, the rule of the Treaty of Westpha-
lia should have been applied without any recrimination of those who had
already suffered so much from their folly.
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rary Shakespeare or Schiller the relevant tragic metaphor.

Popularized Hollywood, New York Times, and other
fairy-tales aside, our republic’s principal adversary in fact,
has been, from the beginning, the literally Romantic form of
imperial rentier-financier order most efficiently typified by
the British monarchy .’ Other notable adversaries of our repub-
lic, have been, like Hitler Germany, relatively transient by-
products of the essential, primary, continuing, global issue
of strategic conflict. The primary conflict, like that between
nominal war-time allies Churchill and Roosevelt, has been
between the American System of political-economy and its
chief long-term, continuing opponent, the Romantic British
imperial model associated popularly with the errant dogma
of the British East India Company’s lackeys Adam Smith and
Jeremy Bentham.

To understand recent history, we must emphasize, that
the crucial point of confrontation, in that adversarial relation-
ship to the British monarchy, is, once again, the U.S. constitu-
tional commitment to the promotion of the general welfare of
all of our people and their posterity, rather than to the morally
decadent notion of “shareholder value.” That commitment to
the general welfare, upon which our republic was founded,
which was adopted as the natural law argument of the 1776
Declaration of Independence, attests, in explicit opposition
to the presently continued policies of the British monarchy
itself. The constitutional existence of our republic has been
premised upon the notion that each person, of whatever social
origin, is set apart from, and placed above the beasts, as a
being endowed with a creative power lacking in the beasts, a
power which shows us to be made in the likeness of the
Creator.

On that account, the principal strategic enemy of our re-
public from within, has been the combination of the Wall
Street interest early associated with both the British Foreign
Office asset Aaron Burr and the slave-holder interest associ-
ated with the legacy of the Confederacy. Presidents Theodore
Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson typified the traditions of
alliances between Wall Street and the legacy of the Confeder-
acy, as, in fact, Calvin Coolidge did also.

In this adversarial relationship, the strategic objective of
the informed patriots of the U.S.A ., has never been to establish
U.S.hegemony over other regions of this planet. As President
Franklin Roosevelt had intended for the post-war world, un-
like his successor President Truman, Roosevelt’s intention,
which should be our nation’s today, was to secure the entirety
of this planet for the dominant role of a colonialism-freed
community of principle among numerous, each perfectly sov-
ereign nation-states. It was our leading patriots’ intent, as I,
as one among many simple soldiers of that time, also under-
stood at the time of President Franklin Roosevelt’s most un-
timely death, that there should be a reigning community of

5. Romantic signifies the legacy of the Roman Empire, as distinct from, and
opposed to the Christian form of Classical Greek legacy.
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republics which shared that constitutional commitment to
truthfulness and the general welfare which is set forth in the
1776 Declaration of Independence and the Preamble of our
Federal Constitution.

Our object has been to win that struggle for that cause, that
by whatever means are both required for, and were otherwise
appropriate to that objective. President Lincoln’s leadership
in the struggle for victory over a British monarchy asset, the
treasonously led slave-holders’ Confederacy, typifies the
awful efforts the defense of that interest has sometimes re-
quired.

In that perspective, the proper function of the military
doctrine and practice of the U.S.A., has been to uproot the
cabinet-warfare and related military follies of aristocratic Eu-
rope, and to premise the needed war-making capabilities of
our republic, as they might be required, on the skills and
means of great engineering works of peace, as did the greatest
European commanders, typified by the master of defense
Vauban, plebeian engineering officer Carnot, and plebeian
artillery officer Scharnhorst, each in their time and place .®

6. My associates and [ have published ground-breaking reports on the deeper
implications of the life and work of both Carnot and on Scharnhorst’s training
under Wilhelm Graf Schaumburg-Lippe, Scharnhorst in an educational pro-
gram which Graf Wilhelm premised upon the guidance given to him by the
great defender of Leibniz and Bach, and leading author of Jewish emancipa-
tion, Moses Mendelssohn. Study of fortifications developed by Vauban, con-
sidered in light of the commentary by Carnot, is also an inspiring experience,
if one stands on such ground, as at Neuf Breisach, with knowledge of the
effectiveness of Vauban’s defense against the designs of France’s most dan-
gerous enemy of that time. To be emphasized, once again here, is that super-
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Itis time to remember, that the U.S.A ., despite its inferior-
ity in the average combat capabilities relative to Germany’s
military forces of that time, won World War II, a victory
won partly despite British Prime Minister Winston Churchill,
through our mobilized and shrewdly applied advantage in
logistics, that under the appropriate leadership of command-
ers best typified by President Roosevelt and General Mac-
Arthur.

The governing mission of the military institutions of a
republic such as our own, is not to win wars as brutish merce-
naries seek to do, but to win the peace, as the inspired authors
of the 1648 Treaty of Westphalia did. We must continue to
reject the mouth-frothing demands of the lunatic advocates
of perpetual warfare, such as our lunatic promoters of that
prolonged war in Indo-China which did so much to ruin the
U.S.A. The object of republican strategy, is to win the battle
for a durable peace among respectively sovereign nation-
states, whatever specific policy and effort that cause may
properly require of us.

The Economy of Military Policy
The key to that practice lies in the science of physical
economy, as it did for the Lazare Carnot who, during 1792-

seding of aristocratic rule in military command by plebeians of a republican
disposition, a change which was centered in the rise of the weight of engineer-
ing, modern artillery practices, and related matters of logistics, in the conduct
of war and defense. No competent grasp of the matter can be had without
appreciation of this exemplary significance of the two leading strategists of
the 1792-1814 interval, the plebeian republicans Carnot and Scharnhorst.
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France’s Lazare Carnot, “the Organizer of Victory,”
understood—as few people do today—that the key to military
strategy lies in the science of physical economy.

1794, snatched total victory for invaded France from the jaws
of what had been France’s inevitable defeat at the hands of
the invading massed military forces of both Britain and of
continental Europe.

The key for defining a competent such military policy, is
to be found in that science of physical economy founded by
Gottfried Leibniz. This branch of physical science measures
action in terms of the increase or decrease of the potential
relative population-density of a culture, as that measurement
is to be made in terms of per-capita and per-square-kilometer
rates of growth of net physical output.

Whether in measuring economic performance in general,
or in the military application of that branch of science, it
is the society’s improved control over territory through the
development of the organized, physically defined productive
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powers of labor, and through the development of basic eco-
nomic infrastructure, which determines the desired potential
for peace or conduct of war. Hence, especially after the spec-
tacular successes in military reforms under the leadership of
Carnot, Scharnhorst, and the other pro-republican Prussian
reformers typified by Friedrich Schiller’s circles, the relative
importance of science-driven engineering became a central
feature of the progress in military arms and related strategic
practice.

This does not represent a mere recipe in any sense. It is
an appropriate reflection of the superiority of the form of
modern society represented by the perfectly sovereign mod-
ern nation-state republic, over all forms of organization of
society existing prior to Europe’s Fifteenth-Century Renais-
sance, and the specific superiority of the modern sovereign
form of nation-state republic over the modern form of neo-
feudalism, the rentier-financier oligarchy typified by nearly
three centuries of rule of the present British monarchy.

SDI: Then and Now

This was the basis for my personal development of and
campaigning for what President Reagan presented to the
world on March 23, 1983 as his offer to the Soviet government
known as a Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI). The specific
strategic conditions under which SDI was introduced, first by
me, and then announced by President Reagan, no longer exist,
and the attempt to revive that policy in that exact same form
today, would be farce. Nonetheless, the lesson of the experi-
ence with SDI, as presented by me during 1982-1983, still
provides one of the most important strategic object-lessons
for study today. The actual SDI, was, unlike the contrary
proposals of the U.S. Heritage Foundation then, or recent,
dubious concoctions in the name of missile defense by half-
witted zealots of the same general type as Zbigniew Brzezin-
ski today, was no gimmick; it was premised upon the soundest
and most fundamental principles of modern statecraft and
strategy.

Many senior military professionals in the U.S.A., Europe,
and elsewhere, agreed with my argument, as I presented it to
relevant professionals and others of many nations, over the
period February 1982-February 1983. Unfortunately, other,
less competent such professionals and other policy-influenc-
ers, such as Soviet General Secretary Yuri Andropov, and
General Secretary Gorbachev later, did not agree. The incom-
petents, on both the NATO and Soviet sides, insisted, more or
less fanatically, on operating within the bounds of the Wells-
Russell military utopian dogma of that time. It was those
admired by Vice-President Gore’s former sponsor, Armand
Hammer, such as Andropov and Gorbachev on the Soviet
side, who agreed with the relevant, utopian economic and
strategic policies of the anti-SDI faction. It was the follies
among those Soviet opponents of the proposal whose actions
ensured the collapse and subsequent looting of what had once
been the Soviet super-power.
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The lesson to be learned now, is, that had the incompetents
not prevailed, in ruining the SDI program, as I had designed
it and as President Reagan initially proposed it, the world
would not have fallen into the terrifying mess it has become
today. For adopting and defending that policy, even though
the policy itself was sabotaged from below, President Reagan
will forever merit credit, offsetting in that degree, the mistakes
he made on certain other matters.

That case for SDI must now be reassessed according to
the original terms in which I stated it prior to March 23, 1983.
Although today’s circumstances are qualitatively different
than those of the period 1977-1983, during which I developed
what was briefly called SDI, the kind of economic and strate-
gic policy required, nearly twenty years later,under the condi-
tions of the global financial disintegration, requires us to re-
turn to many of the same considerations involved in the
original design of the SDI. The relevant lessons for applica-
tion of crash-program approaches to science-driven techno-
logical progress, must be applied to the promotion and de-
fense of a world economy revived from the ruin now created
by accumulated trends of the recent thirty-odd years of pol-
icy-shaping.

In introducing that retrospective view of the SDI experi-
ence here, we must take into account the danger to military
policy which inheres in tolerating a pedant’s sterile fascina-
tion with the supposed authority of mere textbooks and their
dead doctrines. War and peace are not won, and may be more
probably lost, by literal faith in selected textbooks. In all wor-
thy examples of the great flanking operations which express
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strategic thinking in the most distilled form, just wars can
be won only through the same specific quality and form of
cognitive passion which motivates a successful discovery of
a universal physical principle. A passion for the success of a
mission of that quality of choice, is the simplest expression
of the point.

In the earlier years of U.S. military and related policy,
under Presidents Monroe and Quincy Adams, and the influ-
ence of Sylvanus Thayer, Friedrich List, Alexander Dallas
Bache, Henry Carey, and their associates and followers, the
defining mission of military policy, was not merely our con-
tinuing recognition of the British monarchy as our republic’s
principal adversary, but the tasks of nation-building, as typi-
fied by the requirement of large-scale infrastructure-build-
ing.” It was the passion associated with such a conception of
national mission, a mission in nation-building, on which the
survival of our republic has depended during each existential
crisis until this time. The mustering of science and engineer-
ingtothatend, as typified by Thayer’s West Pointand Bache’s
part in the founding of Annapolis, provided the future military
leaders that organized form of passion suited, on balance, to
our national needs.

7. The cases of U.S. War Plans Red and Orange, and the British intent to use
a Japan naval attack on Pearl Harbor as part of the effort to crush the U.S.
into submitting to British supremacy on the seas, typify the continuation of
that strategic conflict, as did the war-time strategic conflict between President
Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill over the immediate post-war dis-
memberment of the Portuguese, Dutch, British, and French empires.
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Today, the frontier of all progress in man’s relationship
to our universe, per capita and per square kilometer cross-
section of our biosphere, is to be located in science-driver
programs which adopt the exploration of nearby Solar space
as their most forward-looking, pivotal feature. New frontiers
in discovering and mastering the physical principles specific
to living processes, are a consideration which illustrates the
scope implied in a space-exploration orientation as a driver
for all national military and related development.?

Notable is the fact, that although we have made progress
in our ability to cope with the effects of natural catastrophes
since Plato wrote his Timaeus, we have not yet mastered
any of the principled kinds of natural disasters inherently
threatening the existence of mankind from within our Solar
System. Nor, shall we succeed in gaining the power to do so,
until progress in exploration of Solar space and beyond has,
sooner or later, yielded to us the kinds of knowledge needed
to address that greatest known threat to human existence on
this planet.

While the great expanses of Central Asia and the African
and Australian continents are still great subject-matters of
unfinished work in developing infrastructure on Earth, the
construction of a suitable infrastructure for human scientific
exploration of nearby Solar space, will be the leading edge of
all mankind’s fundamental scientific and related technologi-
cal progress during the century and more immediately ahead.
It is science-driver and related engineering programs ade-
quate to support space missions, which will define the leading
edge of the applicable scientific and technological progress
for the indefinite future presently before us. Here we find the
contemporary standard for continuing the engineering tradi-
tion of Carnot and Monge and the West Point of Thayer’s
time. Here we find the successor implied by the model of the
1982-1983 SDI policy which I introduced to the world at
that time.

On the condition that our economy adopts a correspond-
ing mission-orientation toward the development of its infra-
structure and toward conquering the frontiers of scientific and
technological progress, the military orientation will be fully
consistent with the economic and social policy of our nation

8. Kepler, an avowed student of Cardinal Nicholas of Cusa in the matter
of physical science, was the first to prove that linear mathematics can not
competently define the determination of Solar orbits. This discovery by
Kepler, as echoed by the discoveries of Gauss and Riemann, applies to the
role of the impact of characteristics of the Solar System as a whole in account-
ing for functionally relevant differences between living and non-living pro-
cesses,and among living processes, in ranges of action as small as the nuclear
or below. The principle of life is to be found in relationship to processes
whose primary location is the astrophysically large. This consideration, as
famously proposed by Louis Pasteur, is among the richest and most signifi-
cant areas of investigation in the domain of astrophysical phenomena today.
Conversely, this is an area of crucial importance for human beings sent into
space for extended intervals.
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in all other ways. So, it was from among the West Point
engineering graduates during the Nineteenth Century, that
our nation built those railway and water-management systems
which integrated our nation as a unified and powerful na-
tional economy.

Today, the adoption of long-range such scientific mis-
sions in building up the infrastructure of space-exploration,
will supersede the objectives of the early through middle
Nineteenth Century, as the cutting edge in science and tech-
nology for the development of the needed basic economic
infrastructure here on Earth. It is from the capabilities, includ-
ing the mental habits of true flanking capabilities, fostered in
our military through the impact of such programs, that the
potential military capabilities of our nation will always be the
most advanced, and truly competent once again.

Military Cadres for Today

During the 1930s, the initials U.S.A. were often translated
as “Useless Sons Accommodated,” thus reflecting a condition
we had painful reason to regret, when that decade came to its
close. For reason of the moral and intellectual competence,
and passionate devotion to true mission which our leading
military cadres must typify, the standard for training, enlist-
ment, and service of our military forces, must be much higher
than that which the provisions of the U.S. Executive Branch
and Congress have been lately inclined to allow.

Military tasks of the implications I indicate here, can not
be left to a small military elite. Lazare Carnot and the Prussian
reformers of Scharnhorst’s time already demonstrated that
point. For us, the military professional must provide the cut-
ting edge of a qualified citizen-army, based upon qualified
reserves in depth, which would, among its other duties, fight
effectively any justified warfare it were required to conduct.

We must not permit the continuation of that current, dis-
graceful policy of national practice which, in fact, prescribes
that our military forces be brutish in conduct, and brutalized
in the conditions of selection, income, and other features of
personal life imposed upon them and their families. Our mili-
tary cadres must have the primary quality of being nation-
builders, both in our nation and in assistance of other nations;
those capabilities must be those of a true peace corps, as much
as of the world’s best-qualified military force. The foundation
and pivot of such use of these technical qualifications, is to
be found in emphasis upon scientific education and a techno-
logically modern expression of that tradition of engineering
practice we used to associate with our Corps of Engineers.

This array of qualifications includes, as it should be obvi-
ous, the leading reserve capability of our nation for combat
against epidemic and pandemic diseases, in addition to the
other kinds of conditions associated with wars and other gen-
eral catastrophes. Presently, as a result of the immoral destruc-
tion of the Veterans’ hospital and related programs, and the
devastation imposed upon so much of our hospital and public-
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health system, the current pretense of government, that we
have a Federal emergency capability under today’s FEMA,
is afarce in fact, as the first major epidemic or pandemic crisis
next to hit our nation will demonstrate.

Notably, the serving military, its reserves, and the support
of the care of veterans of military service, should be recog-
nized, once again, as featuring a leading component of the
mobilizable capabilities for medical and related needs. Under
present conditions, it will be largely through the recruitment,
education, and reserve assignments of physicians, nurses, and
other specialists qualified and employed through aid of both
military and public health service programs, which will sup-
ply our nation a crucial part of that indispensable reserve-in-
depth requirement which national health security represents.

Given present economic and related conditions, when the
private sector’s capabilities are so massively depleted, the
production of scientists and engineers conducted into careers
in private employment, will come, for some time to come, in
large part from the initial education and employment of re-
cruits to education and deployment for work in government
functions or government-sponsored military, and other, es-
sentially civilian institutional programs.

Granted, under conditions of economic reconstruction to
be faced in the period immediately ahead, the generally pre-
vailing conditions of personal life will tend to be spare, but
reasonably secure and comfortable, that for a decade or more
of rebuilding of our economy out of the wreckage it has be-
come. But, spare times or not, we shall be generally happy,
and, for the most part, secure in the sense that our lives and
our work are acknowledged as important and respected; for
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those born during these times of reconstruction, the future
will be bright. We who must work through the coming, rela-
tively lean years of economic recovery, will be pleased, as
millions of immigrants to the U.S. foresaw in times past, that
the future for today’s children is being secured.

Thus, there are three essential ingredients to be realized
in the recruitment, education, training, and assignments of
the military and complementary institutions of our ruined
nation’s reconstruction: education, skill, and a passion like
that of great scientific discoverers, to accomplish the urgently
required mission successfully, as the best French and German
military tradition, that of Carnot, Scharnhorst and the Prussian
reformers associated with Friedrich Schiller and the
Humboldts, defined the significance of this notion.

Therefore, it is notable, that on the latter account, whether
in military training, or training in other professions, we do not
break down the recruit, and then rebuild him to a predeter-
mined mold. Instead, we will assess the potential the recruit
brings with him, or her, and will build upon that potential
through intensive training of, not breaking of, that pre-exist-
ing foundation of potential within the individual. The mission
of such intensive education and other training shall be, that
once the individual has completed that training, it is urgent
that his, or her mind be one capable of acting as Germany’s
Scharnhorst and the famous “Old Moltke” insisted, capable
of acting effectively according to mission-orientation: that,
whether in military practice, or any other kind of mission
in life.

Think of the creative cognitive potentials of the individual
youthful mind, as in the image of the Pegasus of Schiller’s
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celebrated poem. As that poem emphasizes, Pegasus, the cre-
ative, cognitive powers of mind, do not fly well when yoked
to brutish, simple-minded obedience.

On such accounts, consider the state of both the U.S. la-
bor-force and of what the economic and related role of the
military forces must become, that in response to the awful
problems confronting us on both accounts today.

2. The Role of Public Funding

Under the present and continuing conditions of a great
national and global financial and economic crisis, the U.S.A.
requires, most urgently, at home, and abroad, a highly dedi-
cated force deployed, either military, civilian, or a combina-
tion of both, one dedicated to the purpose of rapid build-up
of the basic economic infrastructure of both our own nation
and those of our partners abroad.

The crucial issue of national policy-making posed by that
situation, is, that, contrary to those deluded “free traders”
whose reputations are soon to be shattered by the onrushing
world financial collapse, military expenditures for the engi-
neering tasks allotted to such institutions, are not a deduction
from, but rather, a powerful, large, and indispensable contri-
bution to national income and wealth.

As we should have learned from the experience with the
Civilian Conservation Corps’ (CCC’s) transition from its
peacetime efforts to war-time military service, our nation
needs again, today, and that most urgently, a new, large-scale
institutional mobilization of otherwise unemployed or poorly
employed from among our youth, who can be developed as
an educated, skilled capability for major and other needed
works of maintaining and building basic economic infra-
structure.

To effect that change, we must aim at some of the capabili-
ties and other benefits which our population as a whole en-
joyed as a result of 1940-1945 compulsory military service.
With no foreseeable present need to reinstitute a general mili-
tary draft for this purpose, we must create the conditions
which attract program volunteers, to a combination of both
military and civilian programs, who will typify a cross-sec-
tion of the best potential from among our adolescent and
young adults, to work, study, and live together for a time, for
public works undertaken in the national interest, here and
abroad.

In effect, this combination will represent a kind of amal-
gam of the lessons to be learned from the CCC, 1940-1945,
Peace Corps, and related types of national lessons from the
past.

As I shall outline the principles of the matter in the course
of the following pages, the present circumstances afford us a
distinctive opportunity, and also the necessity, to develop
such a force at this time.

Under present conditions, what I have just indicated, is
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noidle speculation. We are presently at the brink of a financial
collapse which, unremedied, will be a sudden and far more
devastating national experience than is known from the 1929-
1939 decade. As the presently onrushing financial collapse
strikes with full force, perhaps half of those in the upper
twenty percentile of family-income brackets will soon be-
come suddenly unemployed with the most devastating, and
perilous side-effects imaginable looming, as both present
conditions and worse threats, immediately before them. Si-
multaneously, the conditions of life among usually employed
and retired adults in the lower eighty percentile, will be analo-
gous, if less shocking to most of them, whereas the conditions
faced among youth, especially the children and youth of the
poorest social strata, will represent not only a horrible specta-
cle,but also politically and socially a menace to the continued
existence of civilized domestic order. Drastic, but well-con-
sidered emergency actions in the domain of economic policy,
those chiefly of a type which can not be mobilized by any
means other than the sovereign powers of government, will
be soon the leading choices upon which national survival and
security on this planet depend absolutely.

Happily, the legacy of President Franklin Roosevelt dem-
onstrates, that not only can the needed kinds of measures be
implemented under our constitutional form of government,
but that constitutional form will be greatly strengthened, as
Roosevelt strengthened the cause of democracy in the U.S.
so greatly, relative to the repressive conditions of common
life under the awful succession of his principal predecessors:
Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Coolidge, Hoover,
and the original model of today’s doomed Alan Greenspan,
Andrew Mellon.

The unavoidable action by government, to place the vast
bubble of implicitly worthless financial assets in a bank-
ruptcy-reorganization deep-freeze for the time being, will be
the setting for the use of the sovereign credit-creation power
of the Federal government, under our Constitution, to launch
vast enterprises in public works, and in credit issued to worthy
private enterprises, to maintain employment and to expand it
through absorption in such forms as the most needed catego-
ries of public works. The latter, done in the spirit of the great
TVA project, should be concentrated in the areas of transpor-
tation, energy production and distribution, water-manage-
ment and sanitation, education, health-care and related ser-
vices, and urban reconstruction.

U.S. Public Works

Without such public works programs, so motivated, a re-
covery from the presently onrushing great depression were
impossible. You, the so-called ordinary citizen, like the lead-
ers of our nation, have a free choice between two mutually-
exclusive alternatives, between continued trends in privatiza-
tion, or national survival. Either we are sane enough to under-
take those public works and related measures, or, by reluc-
tance to do so, we, as a nation and as a people, will have
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demonstrated to the world our loss of the moral fitness to
survive, in which case this nation would not survive.

Misguided critics of President Franklin Roosevelt’s suc-
cessful recovery, make an observation which is ostensibly
factual, but only deceptively so, and that only from the worst
sort of simple-minded accounting standpoint. In fact, it is an
opinion based upon a terrible falsehood, and this should be
recognized readily when all relevant facts are considered.

The referenced critics argue falsely, that public works do
not generally produce directly the amount of income needed
to offset the costs of public expenditures. They argue, that
such matters were better left to the irrationality of the so-
called “free market,” than to actions governed by men and
women of reason. The critics’ argument is a falsehood con-
cocted out of what is called a fallacy of composition of the
facts as they have defined them.

Such critics ignore the essential fact, that the typical na-
tional contribution made by public works, is mostly indirect,
but nonetheless indispensable for the profitability of the econ-
omy as a whole; therein lies their fraudulent fallacy of compo-
sition of the critics’ argument. In fact, contrary to the critics’
argument, these indirect contributions to the profitability of
private enterprise, are vast, and, as the experience of the Roo-
sevelt years shows, the total benefits are vastly greater than
the total governmental expenditure advanced on their behalf.
History has shown, that without precisely those kinds of pub-
lic works programs which the critics oppose, no recovery
from an economic collapse of the presently onrushing form
were possible, just as recovery from the 1929-1931 collapse
had not been possible, without the types of actions taken under
the leadership of Franklin Roosevelt.

Indeed, properly conceived, large-scale public-works
programs often represent a greater rate of net return to the
national economy than all other immediate actions available.
The greatest benefits are expressed immediately in physical-
economic terms, rather than financial ones; but, in any case,
the available financial return indirectly produced is enormous,
and overall direct, nonetheless, and can not be replaced by
other means. This is one of those cases in which fools insist
that an indispensable cost does not exist, because some silly
financial accountant or neo-liberal fanatic simply refused to
include it in the chart of accounts.

As those who lived through the 1930s and also recall
relevant experience from the 1950s and 1960s, the most obvi-
ous source of financial return from such public works pro-
grams, is the direct impact upon the economy of the employ-
ment and other expenditures for the projects themselves. Such
programs will keep otherwise destitute, depression-stricken
communities alive, and therefore also productive. The way in
which the U.S. national highway system was developed dur-
ing the 1950s and later, is but one rich source of examples of
this point. The impact of the TVA on the entire region in
which it was developed, makes a more powerful case.

Otherwise, the obvious financial benefits occurring as by-
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products contributed to the private sector, are of two general
classes: immediately, contracts issued to private contractors
associated with supplies and services for the public-works
programs, and, indirectly but even more substantial, as the
TVA case illustrates, the benefit of private-investment oppor-
tunities which would not have been viable without the impact
of the relevant public works upon the total economic environ-
ment in which the public works are located.

In general, the rule is, that the higher the rate of advance-
ment in technology employed, the greater the rate of gain.
The benefit of such public works program, lies not in the
repayments, such as tolls and other duties often associated
with them as direct income, but in the chain-reaction, multi-
plier effect of the rates of gain in productivity, per capita
and per square kilometer, unleashed in the area in which the
various forms of impact of the public works are experienced.
The result, is a greater contribution to the available, non-
regressive sort of tax-revenue contribution to the tax-revenue
base of the national economy, than is represented by the public
expenditure needed to prompt that growth.

The scientific argument, is far more powerful, than such
sampled cases from the past century might seem to suggest.
That argument is not only more powerful, but conclusive.

Contrary to the lunacies of today’s wild-eyed neo-liberals,
the significance of public works lies in a physical reality
which is unknown to the fantasy-life of today’s prevalent
financial-accounting dogmas. The hard realities of real-life,
real world economies, which are unknown to such accounting
dogmas, are located entirely in mankind’s physical relation-
ship to nature. In other words, the increase of our species’
power in and over the universe, as measurable, in physical,
non-financial-accounting terms, per capita of total popula-
tion, and per square kilometer of the surface-area of the nation
and planet.

For this purpose, there are two kinds of basic economic
infrastructure. The one kind is typified by network-systems
of improvements of land-areas, of transportation, of water
management, and of large-scale production and distribution
of energy supplies of generally increasing energy-flux den-
sity. The other, which may be recognized as “soft infrastruc-
ture,” is typified by the unique responsibility of society as a
whole in providing universal systems of education and health
care and sanitation, on which the fostering and maintenance
of the average productive powers of the individual depend ab-
solutely.

In general, as our republic’s first U.S. Treasury Secretary,
Alexander Hamilton, emphasized implicitly in his December
1791 Report to the Congress On the Subject of Manufac-
tures, these and cognate elements of basic economic infra-
structure, exist either entirely outside the competence of the
domain of private investment, or approximately so.

The function of the development and maintenance of ba-
sic economic infrastructure, is, as I have elaborated the argu-
ment in various published locations, to change the physical-
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economic characteristics of individual action occurring
within the national economy as a whole.” By changing the
environment, as the indicated types of improvements in basic
economic infrastructure do, the efficient result of the individ-
ual’s action upon the world at large is transformed by the
mere presence of such infrastructural improvements in the
environment in which the individual’s action occurs.

In the language of mathematical physics, the development
of basic economic infrastructure, like the introduction of prac-
tice of revolutionary new technologies, changes the character-
istic curvature of the economic domain in which the produc-
tive act occurs, thus increasing the output even, often, without
any necessary improvement in the performance of the opera-
tive himself or herself.

Conversely, on this same account, the level of develop-
ment of basic economic infrastructure, defines and imposes
an upper boundary, beyond which sustainable progress in
physically defined productive powers of labor in society as a
whole can not advance.

Thus, those who delude themselves that cutting public
expenditures for basic economic infrastructure, will lessen tax

9.For example, Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr., “Benchmarking: Faking as an Art
of Self-Deception,” EIR, Oct.27,2000. This use of “characteristic of action”
has the same meaning attributed to it by Gottfried Leibniz and in Bernhard
Riemann’s 1854 habilitation dissertation.
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burdens and thus promote economic growth, are dangerously
incompetent persons. If we encounter such incompetence in
government, we are not merely justified, but compelled, on
moral grounds, to regard holders of such errant beliefs to be
dangerously insane. More cautious critics of such neo-liberal
lunatics might reprove us: “You can not call them insane.
They are merely victims of their own fallacy of composition
of facts.” Such a fallacy of composition is typified by the case
of a man who walks in confidence outward, and steps across
a deep chasm, supported by nothing other than a foot-bridge
which is not there.

Public Credit, Private Enterprise

In that government-directed economic recovery, public
works will be complemented by the use of public credit for
promotion of relevant categories of private enterprise. For
reasons I have given in earlier reports, emphasis should be
placed on credit for closely held, entrepreneurial enterprises,
such as modern family farming or employed in other techno-
logically energetic small to medium-sized private firms,
rather than shareholder-controlled corporate organizations.
This does not exclude public credit to Wall Street-controlled,
nominally shareholder-owned corporations; rather, it ex-
presses the need, for reasons I have explained in earlier loca-
tions, to tilt the balance back to preponderance of preference
for the closely-held, technologically aggressive entrepreneur-
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ships of the types which have often struggled hard for their
very continued existence during the first three to five years of
their business life.

In the soon-to-be-realized circumstances, virtually all
leading banks, together with most publicly held corporate
enterprises, will suffer the unveiling of their inherently piti-
able state of bankruptcy. The only responsible form of action
available to our government, under those circumstances, will
be to immediately freeze all imperilled financial assets, under
a general emergency bankruptcy action, and to manage the
bankruptcy proceedings in such a way as to ensure that virtu-
ally all essential day-to-day functions of banking, production,
trade, pension payments, health-care, and other essential ser-
vices, are performed in a timely fashion.

We must accept as inevitable, that most of the world’s
bankrupt financial holdings currently on the books will never
be paid, simply because they never could be paid as long as
the economy is being looted in the futile effort to maintain
payments on such accounts. There is no possible way in which
a mere tens of trillions U.S. dollars current equivalent of the
world’s combined domestic product can carry the hundreds
of trillions of dollars-equivalent of total combined long-term,
medium-term, and short-term, financially capitalized forms
of debt now outstanding, and still, at this moment, ballooning
under the combination of compound interest-charges and fi-
nancial leveraging. Derivatives and junk bonds, for example,
must be simply written off summarily, as simply another form
of gambling debts.

Unless such drastic bankruptcy measures are taken, the
attempt to maintain the present volume of debt, or even a large
portion of it, will assuredly plunge the entire planet into a
global new dark age, comparable, on a planetary scale, to
what Europe suffered during the Fourteenth-Century New
Dark Age, as that was triggered by the indebtedness held by
the Lombard bankers of that time.

The needed government-directed bankruptcy proceed-
ings, must pare the total amount of debt and related financial
claims down to the essentials of a functioning national and
world economy. In some respects, the result will differ from
what the Dawes Plan did do, in fact, for hyperinflation-bank-
rupted 1923 Germany; but it should be what the Dawes Plan
arrangements should have done, rather than exactly what was
done then. That is approximately what we must do in the case
of the now onrushing global financial collapse. The immedi-
ate concern must be to keep the core of the physical economy
functioning in a state as near to normal as possible, despite
the collapse of categories such as financial services and the
so-called “new economy,” and to use those emergency mea-
sures of stabilization as a launching-pad for a strong and in-
creasing surge of regrowth, a form of growth freed of most of
the practices and policies which had been the cause of the
U.S .-dollar-led, new world-wide financial collapse.

Treasury Secretary Hamilton’s role for national bank-
ruptcy, should be a guide to the constitutional definition of
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precedents for measures to be taken by government. The ex-
perience of the recovery from the Coolidge-Hoover-Mellon
depression, the recovery launched and conducted under the
leadership of President Franklin Roosevelt, must be a prime
point of reference. When policy choices might otherwise be
in doubt, the principle of the general welfare of all of the
people and their posterity, must have overriding authority.
“Shareholder equity” and similar pleas, are subordinated in
the manner and degree the general welfare principle may re-
quire.

Without adding a public-funded recovery program to the
actions in bankruptcy reorganization, the threatened state of
affairs of much of the population will be ugly, to say the least.
Two principal portions of the present U.S. population should
come to our attention on this account: those persons who were
destitute, or nearly so, prior to the financial crash, and the very
large percentile of those who had been in the upper twenty-
percentile of family-income brackets, virtually dumped into
the streets from useless, or virtually useless former types of
“new economy”’ and kindred forms of widespread new unem-
ployment. The immediate peril and rage from these two parts
of the population, present government with the combustible
material of a most perilous social crisis. Appropriate action
must be quickly forthcoming.

Two leading types of measures must be deployed to ad-
dress the social crisis represented by those categories. In part,
the relatively economically helpless cases must be accommo-
dated by providing expanded provisions of social-welfare
systems: housing and other essential social infrastructural
needs, including health care. That part done, the emphasis
must be placed on expanded employment. This employment
must be provided essentially through two types of channels:
expanded public works, especially in maintenance and devel-
opment of needed basic economic infrastructure, and stimulus
to growth of places of early employment within the so-called
private sector.

For all of the purposes I have indicated as needed features
of arecovery program, two features of U.S. Government pol-
icy-making are most crucial. First, the generation of public
credit. Second, the manner in which the Federal government,
through its Treasury arm, must deal with the problem repre-
sented by a situation in which not only most banks are terribly
bankrupt, but in which most of those banks must continue
to operate despite their financial difficulties. Begin with the
second of those two leading challenges.

In reorganizing banks and insurance companies in bank-
ruptcy, the leading immediate issue, is which nominal assets
and liabilities of those institutions shall have relatively prefer-
ential treatment? Both the principle of the general welfare and
other highly practical problems demand that the pensions,
health-care, and personal savings of citizens and short-term
financial requirements of small-business employers be given
precedence over any and all competing claims. As much as
possible, the capacity and freedom of independent action of

Feature 41



the citizen and local community must be defended and pro-
moted; the more problems of daily life resolved on that level,
the better the chance for a general recovery of the system as
a whole, and the more secure the required liberties implicit in
the Declaration of Independence and Federal Constitution.
Essentially, on this account, the supervisors of the bankruptcy
proceedings, must act promptly to ensure the application of
the assets of the bankrupt institution as security for credit to
the benefit of those indicated categories of persons and enter-
prises.

The principle underlying the priority afforded this ap-
proach, is the vital national security interest: as much as possi-
ble, the essential details of daily life of the citizens must pro-
ceed, in virtually every local community, virtually without
losing a step. Life, considered in the smallness of the locality,
must go on, as near to normal as possible. This is an essential
part of our needed political-economic holding position, a po-
sition we must secure in order to attack the threatened disaster
on its vulnerable flank.

Thus, in accord with that, the intention of government, at
the Federal and state level, is to maintain the regular function-
ing, day to day, of those banks whose activities are needed
for maintaining the ordinary business of the local region or
community.

By promptly freezing bankrupt assets and terminating
compound-interest claims which might otherwise be associ-
ated with them, and by writing off those trillions of dollars of
claims which have the moral quality of gambling debts, we
reduce the mass of debt involved in bankruptcy to a more
nearly manageable amount, and isolate the sovereign pledged
debt of the Federal government—its currency and Treasury
debt, and Federal entitlements —from other forms of debt
within the system.

In fact, provided that proper strategies for dealing with
financial bankruptcies reign, the collapse of the financial
shareholder values of a corporation, need not be considered a
catastrophe in fact. In the end, it may turn out to be a blessing
for that corporation itself. By wiping inflated financial obliga-
tions of the productive enterprise from its books, as this bene-
fit will be assisted by the typical ways in which financial
markets collapse, we bring a view of the real, physical-eco-
nomic interest of that firm to the surface. As was famously
said of the 1929 stock-market crash: What was falling was,
suicides aside, only paper. The object is to build up the af-
flicted firm as viable over the middle to longer term, by pro-
tecting the actually physically productive values of that orga-
nization, even at the price of wiping even relatively vast
amounts of merely nominal financial assets from the books.

The included object is to clear the way for the pledging
of new masses of public credit, especially long-term credit,
through the U.S. Treasury Department which has just taken
the merchant-banker-controlled U.S. Federal Reserve System
into receivership.

42 Feature

The private banks still operating, even those under bank-
ruptcy reorganization, will then function as what would other-
wise be viewed as normal roles in mediating the relationship
between Federal creation of public credit, and the flow of that
credit into assigned public and private applications. It is the
role of the administrative function of the banker, in the bank’s
personal relationship to depositors and the local enterprises,
which must be promoted in its capacity as a function vital to
the national interest.

Organizing the Recovery

The applicable policy is, that this flow of public credit
shall be chiefly devoted to expanding employment and pro-
duction in those aspects of the national division of labor, in
both the public and the private sectors, which will generate
the most efficient national physical-economic growth.

This brings us to a most crucial point of policy, a point in
scientific method which virtually no member of the Congress,
and only a tiny fraction of members of the Federal Executive
understand, so far, today. Here, my unique expertise in rele-
vant matters of economics becomes an essential national-
security asset. Why did virtually no member of the U.S. Con-
gress, for example, know that the U.S. economy has been
going bankrupt, that largely as a result of U.S. government
policy-shaping, over a past period of about three decades?
Were they, perhaps, like some legendary Rip Van Winkle,
sleeping through these decades? Why do the accounting fig-
ures used to assess U.S. economic performance over those
decades, willfully lie, still today?'® Why has our government,
both Congress and the Executive Branch, not chosen and veri-
fied policies which do not repeat that same kind of terrible
blunder during the years just ahead? Why does most of the
nation’s most popular news media lie about these matters, to
the present moment these lines are being written?

I have presented the answer to those questions in earlier
reports published on the subject of accounting methods. I now
summarize that argument in the form it applies directly to the
discussion in progress here.

Very soon, nearly all our citizens will look down, with a
mixture of contempt and pity, upon the poor fool who still
argues that the U.S. economy, and also our government’s
economic policy-making, has not been increasingly bankrupt
over the past several decades. Since generally accepted ac-
counting practice has been shown to have been a terrible fail-
ure on this point, what methods must be used, instead of those
unfortunately customary ones, in choosing the needed alter-
native in national economic and related policy?

As T have presented the case in various published loca-
tions, no rational notion of economic growth, nor even the
notion of national economy itself, existed prior to Europe’s

10. See, R. Freeman, op. cit.
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Fifteenth-Century, Italy-centered Renaissance. The notions
of economic growth and of national economy, are by-prod-
ucts of the creation of a new political form of organization of
society, called today the sovereign nation-state republic, in
the aftermath of Europe’s recovery from the great New Dark
Age of the preceding century, and in the setting and aftermath
of the great ecumenical Council of Florence.

A clear understanding of the nature of the constitutional
principle underlying the existence of the modern form of sov-
ereign nation-state republic, is the key to all among those
forms of government-directed action essential to a successful
recovery from the financial doom now descending on both
our nation and the world at large.

Here, I summarize the presently relevant points, to that
effect, which I have made at greater length in earlier reports.

The crucial notion, on which the existence of the modern
sovereign nation-state and national economy were premised
during that Fifteenth Century, was the redefining of govern-
ment as absolutely subject to a universal principle of promo-
tion of the general welfare of present and future generations.
The notion that no state has legitimate authority torule,except
as it is efficiently dedicated to promoting the general welfare,
was combined with the principle, that the promotion of the
general welfare depends upon the fostering of fundamental
scientific and technological progress. As one might redis-
cover, by reading the opening paragraphs of the 1776 U.S.
Declaration of independence, the founding of the U.S.A., and
also of its Federal Constitution, was based explicitly upon that
point of natural law. The conjunction of these two notions, as
typified initially by the revolutionary reforms of King Louis
XI for France and Henry VII for England, were the occasions
of birth of the first functioning sovereign nation-states, and
the first approximations of an actual national economy, or so-
called commonwealth.

Therefore, since the existence of the general welfare de-
pends absolutely upon the changes effected by scientific prog-
ress, the term “economic growth” is degraded by common
usage to virtually a nonsense-term, unless the notion of
growth is defined in terms of the application of scientific and
technological progress in ways which increase the potential
relative population-density of humanity, as this can be mea-
sured in terms of demographic characteristics of populations,
and measured in physical terms per capita and per square kilo-
meter.

Political-economy, as that term is used to define the func-
tions of national economy associated with the political institu-
tions of the nation-state, means essentially the increase of
man’s power in and over the universe, as measured, not in
today’s misleading, but widely accepted, financial-account-
ing terms, but in physical terms, per capita and per square
kilometer, and as increases are correlated with improvements
in the demographic characteristics of populations and their
households.
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Therefore, the following point of principle is crucial.

Although the relevant measurements do involve consider-
ation of physical products produced, it is not the simple count-
ing of those products which is the standard of measurement
for economic performance, for real economic growth. What
must be measured is the effect of consumption of a produced
market-basket of product upon the similarly defined produc-
tive powers of labor in the emerging generation. In other
words, the subject of measurement of rates of economic
growth, is the measurement of the effects of consumption of
produced product, that in terms of the increase of the average
productive powers of labor for a population of relatively im-
proved demographic characteristics.

On this account, contrary to Vice-President Al Gore’s
perverse ideology, there is no similarity of human beings to
lower forms of life. Thus, successful forms of modern society
could be introduced to mankind only by cultures which de-
fined mankind as a species set apart and above all other forms
of life, as made in the image of the Creator of the universe. It
is the development of man as man, man so defined, which is
the axiomatic premise upon which all successful realization
of modern economic progress depends.

Once the implications of that set of definitions are
grasped, competent understanding of economic science may
begin. Then, competent modes of measurement are possible,
not before.

As I adopted that view more than fifty years ago, the
possibility of a competent national economic policy depends
upon recognizing the interdependency of two sets of princi-
ples. Everything I have written and published on that subject
since 1952-1953, has been premised upon what has been sub-
sequently proven, by performance shown even in published
work alone, to be the best long-range forecasting method
known, since then, up to the present date.

Inow summarize the most relevant points of that so-called
LaRouche-Riemann Method." The summary has an unavoid-
ably technical form and specialist flavor, but such matters
must be put on record as an indispensable part of any policy-
shaping argument on this subject. I summarize the technicali-
ties, and then add explanations which should make the sub-
ject-matter more accessible to the layman. It is notable that
there exist a considerable number of currently extant presen-

11.The term, “LaRouche-Riemann Method,” describes the subsequent appli-
cation of Riemann’s method to discoveries of fundamental physical principle
earlier made by me. Although Riemann would have agreed with me on what
the modern classroom defines as physical science, whether my discoveries
bearing upon the larger manifold, including cognitive functions as represent-
ing a distinct, superior class of physical principle, is among the candidates
for heated debate among the relevant specialists. Nonetheless, I applied Rie-
mann’s contribution to the view of the cognitive principle which I'had discov-
ered in the course of my refutations of the central argument of Immanuel
Kant’s Critiques.
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tations on these technical points.

Those two, multiply-connected sets of principles are,
summarily, the following: /) The nature of the human being
and species, as distinct from that of all lower forms of life,
lies in the practical implications of what globally extended
modern European civilization knows as experimentally vali-
dated universal physical principles, the principles from which
technologies are derived. 2) Similarly validated forms of uni-
versal principles underlying principles of Classical artistic
composition, as distinct from all other forms of art. Both qual-
ities of principles are generated within the individual human
mind in the same way, either discovered through sovereign
powers of individual cognition, or rediscovered as by a stu-
dent’s replication of the act of original discovery, and sharing
that experience of rediscovery with others. The two kinds of
universal principles are multiply-connected, in the included
sense that the latter are indispensable to efficient cooperation
in the generation, circulation, and application of the former.

The validation of the combined application, is supplied
by methods peculiar to the domain of a science of physical-
economy: The demonstration that the combined application
of such principles generates a physically measurable in-
crease inthe human species’ power to existin and over nature,
in and over the universe at large. This increase is expressed
in per-capita and per-square-kilometer terms, and also in
terms of demographic characteristics of populations and their
family households. The resulting, combined measurement is
expressed as the notion of potential relative population-
density.

The type of transformation so defined, is most conve-
niently described as Riemannian in form, so named in refer-
ence to Bernhard Riemann’s founding of the modern form of
ascience of physical relativity, in his celebrated 1854 habilita-
tion dissertation. The desired effect, the increase of potential
relative population-density, is chosen as the definition of the
elementary form of action characteristic of physical econo-
mies. [tis expressed, thus, as an increase in the relevant effect
of per-capita action, an increase which corresponds to an in-
crease of the Riemannian form of characteristic curvature
of the kind of physical-economic process (phase-space) in
which the individual economic action is situated.

Now, turn to a more popular form of exposition on the
subject of the principles which I have just so summarized.

For example, by increasing either the raw energy or en-
ergy-flux density of that energy, society increases the effec-
tiveness of the labor of the individual operative, but without
the necessary requirement of any other change in the action
of the operative. The same applies to infrastructural improve-
ments in transportation, water management, education,
health-care, and so on.

Let us suppose that the supply of such elements of basic
economic infrastructure, and their improvements, were pro-
vided to the users without charge, except as at government
expense. There are numerous examples, such as the case of
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toll-free public highways, of this. To similar effect, a study
conducted years ago, showed that the cost of collecting tolls
on the New York Subway system was greater than the income
from those tolls! It may be counterproductive, for example,
to base charges to household consumers on metered delivery
of water, the latter a practice which can be justified economi-
cally only under conditions rationing of short supplies require
this. Indeed, the notion that public utilities must be sustained
by tolls paid to afford pleasure to shareholders, is readily
demonstrated to be a great, if currently popularized delusion.

The “pay back” for improvements in and maintenance of
basic economic infrastructure, such as clean air and water, or
protected natural resources, usually occurs in the form of a
beneficial improvement in the economic environment, within
which particular events of production and consumption are
located, rather than as a consumable product billable to some
person who chooses to consume it. Where a factory, for exam-
ple, consumes directly the labor, materials, supplies, and so
forth, its output requires, the beneficial action of infrastruc-
tural improvements is transmitted to society in general, that
chiefly as an improvement in the characteristic physical-eco-
nomic curvature of the total economy in which all acts of
production and consumption occur. Usually, this benefit does
not occur simply as a localizable incurrence of the total cost
or expense by a specific localized person or action.

As T have always warned, during the past half-century, in
the classroom, in my writings, and in my consulting practice,
the common cause for idiocies of policy-making and today’s
generally accepted classroom economics dogma, lies in the
obsession with reducing matters of economics to the form of
what are currently generally accepted financial accounting
practices. The crucial point of scientific method here, is the
following.

Geometry of Position

As I have stressed, once again, in my recent paper on
lunacy of bench-marking, the crucial issue of method is the
fact, that the appropriate mathematical method in physical
science is not deductive forms of generally accepted under-
graduate classroom mathematics, but, rather, the mathematics
of a so-called geometry of position, which was also named
Analysis Situs by Leibniz, Riemann, and others.!? The role of
Analysis Situs in physical science, and economy, is perhaps
better understood by pointing to the form in which “geometry
of position” appears within Classical artistic compositions,
as Classical metaphor.

The geometrical form of Classical metaphor, is recogniz-
able in the point of distinction between Classical Greek sculp-
ture, such as the model cases of Scopas and Praxiteles, and
the Greek and Egyptian Archaic. The application of Leonardo

12. Op. cit. Cf. Gottfried Leibniz, “On Analysis Situs,” Gottfried Wilhelm
Leibniz: Philosophical Papers and Letters, Leroy E. Loemker, ed. (Do-
drecht: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1989).
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da Vinci’s discovery of a higher principle of non-linear per-
spective, and the continued application of this by Raphael
Sanzio and Rembrandt, provide the attentive student a very
clear and forceful demonstration of the general meaning of
“geometry of position.” Cusa and da Vinci student Johannes
Kepler’s unique discovery of the principle of universal gravi-
tation, in his The New Astronomy, for example,demonstrates
precisely, in contrast to the scientifically fatal blunders of
Copernicus, Tycho Brahe, Galileo, and Newton, how Analy-
sis Situs (“geometry of position”) must be understood in the
field of astrophysics. So, Gauss demonstrated Kepler’s dis-
covery of principle as Kepler would have desired this, nearly
two centuries later.”® All Classical metaphor, as it appears in
Classical poetry and tragedy, has the exact same characteris-
tics as in other media of scientific and artistic composition.

One of the best examples, is to be recognized in the way
in which Johann Sebastian Bach discovered and developed
the principle of well-tempered polyphony, as in opposition to
the misleading, mechanistic notion of equal-tempered tuning
and other hoaxes by Helmholtz in this matter. I restrict our
discussion to the most relevant highlights of this case used
as illustration.

The points the reader must bear in mind are the following.
First, that the precise values of the F! and A in the well-
tempered system are not determined according to some ac-
tion-at-a-distance trick, such as that proposed by Galileo and
used by Isaac Newton for his fraudulent notion of planetary
orbits, as determined by “action at a distance.” The difference
between Kepler and Copernicus, on the determination of So-
lar orbits, and the difference between Bach and his opponents
on tuning, are precisely parallel, as a study of Kepler’s writing
would enrich one’s appreciation of exactly what Bach accom-
plished so uniquely, scientifically.

Inhuman, as opposed to merely instrumental music, musi-
cal values are determined according to the natural characteris-
tics of the human singing voice. Putting the important issue
of sophistications in coloration to one side, the primary fact
bearing upon tuning of the human singing voice, is the exis-
tence of precisely defined differences in register shift among
those types of singing voices which have been developed to
their natural beauty by those Florentine methods of bel canto
training which are associated with Leonardo da Vinci’s pion-
eering investigation of this matter.

Once we introduce the notion of a geometry of position
into polyphonic singing among types of voices so distin-
guished, we have, as Bach shows most dramatically in his
The Art of the Fugue, and also, earlier, in his celebrated

13. Contrary to the absurd but generally accepted classroom interpretations
of the term “non-linear” in today’s academic uses, the term should be re-
stricted to mathematical functions whose distinction is that they identify
trajectories which are definable solely from the included standpoint of geom-
etry of position. The Kepler-Gauss definition of Solar orbital pathways is an
example of this application of geometry of position.

EIR November 10, 2000

A Musical Offering, some wonderful paradoxes, pivotted
around the notion of successions of Lydian intervals, para-
doxes which arise from the role of thematic inversions among
the chest of voices defined according to registral distinctions.

In such instances, the actual location of the pitch at which
a tone is to be sung, is not in the nature of a precise tuning
defined by linear mathematics, but, rather, an orbital position,
as Kepler’s argument in his The New Astronomy (and also
other locations) indicates, and as Bach’s tuning requires. This
pitch may be deceptively close, sometimes, to the mathemati-
cal value suggested by some mechanistic scheme, but it is
never determined in exactly that way. The counterpoint in the
polyphonic composition will require the performers to follow
apathway which conductor Wilhelm Furtwéngler sometimes
described as “between the notes.” The trajectory so defined
differs from the mechanistic, that in exactly the same sense
that Kepler’s astrophysics differed from the bungling choice
of method used by predecessors such as Copernicus and
Brahe.

If we put to one side the fraudulent, widely circulated
reports on the subject of tuning by Helmholtz and Ellis, and
simply look at the challenge of singing the scores of properly
trained, bel canto voices and instrumental accompaniments
as written by Bach, the truth about Bach’s tuning appears
beyond doubt. The same point is illustrated by the work of
the greatest composers who based their contributions directly
on study of Bach, such as Mozart and Beethoven. It is shown
in the notion of the implicit musicality of Classical poetry,
in the argument, against the school of Reichhardt et al., by
Schiller, Beethoven, and Schubert. The performance of songs
of Schubert, a subject of some historically determined special
importance for music and poetry as a whole, as by the most
conscience-stricken performing artists, illustrates this princi-
ple. All of this is a suitable example of the notion of a geometry
of position, as it occurs with physical science, or any and all
Classical forms of artistic composition.

As I have emphasized, over more than half a century to
date, it is impossible to present an adequate definition of those
principles of individual cognitive function which we may
describe as “human reason,” except by recognizing the com-
monly underlying basis for validated discovery of both uni-
versal physical principle,and the validatable methods of Clas-
sical forms of artistic composition. Indeed, some of the worst,
popularized, systemic absurdities in current academic dogma,
stem from the arbitrary and false rule of thumb stated by the
neo-Kantian Romantic Professor Karl Savigny, as the need
for an absolute separation of Naturwissenschaft (natural sci-
ence as misunderstood by Savigny) from Geisteswissenschaft
(e.g., social philosophy and art). This is, in other words, the
popularized delusion that the study of physical science and
social processes, as both are distinct from aprioristic mathe-
matical formalism, have no common axiomatic basis. The
entirety of Kant’s so-called Critiques was premised upon the
assertion of the same delusory assumption, of that assumed
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self-evidence of the hermetic separation of Two Cultures,
which is central to the intrinsic irrationalism of Savigny’s ar-
gument.'

In the case of neo-Kantians such as Savigny, or empiri-
cists and positivists generally, or in modern neo-liberal and
existentialist dogmas, the so-called proof of such types of
hermetic separation, lies in an elementary and delusional
quality of fallacy of composition, the reliance upon nothing
but reductionist’s passion for merely deductive forms of argu-
ment, excluding the principle of geometry of position (i.e.,
Analysis Situs) from its common basis in both physical sci-
ence and in Classical forms of artistic composition.

Those relevant illustrations of the general point given,
now focus upon the specific form in which this notion of
geometry of position arises in the science of physical
economy.

In every instance of a qualitative shift in the prevailing
level of productivity in a national economy, we have two
“dots” in a graphical representation. Take the case in which
the relationship of these two dots corresponds to a descent in
the level of productivity. The question, expressed in terms of
geometry of position, is: What is the action—the physical
action—which connects the reality which those two dots ap-
pear to represent? Consider the opposite case, in which an
upturn has occurred. What is the form of physical action
which is reflected in the apparent latter change of position of
the two successive dots?

As Kepler warned against the foolishness of Claudius
Ptolemy, Copernicus, and Brahe, in the matter of Solar orbits,
the cause of the displacement separating the location of the
two successive dots on a graph, does not lie within the simple
Euclidean geometry attributed to that paper, video screen, or
other medium used to represent the apparent relative position
of the pair. Back to the allegory of Plato’s Cave: the apparent
position of the pair in a merely Euclidean or quasi-Euclidean
space-time, is merely the shadows on the wall of a firelit cave.
As Kepler warned against repeating the simplistic “connect-
the-dots” failures of Copernicus and Brahe, the task of science
is to discover the lawful physical action from which those
shadow-forms are projected, not to attempt to explain the
action as a product of the merely apparent relationship among
the shadows. Hence, the argument against the folly of aprior-
istic mathematical formalism, which Riemann presents in the
concluding portion of his habilitation dissertation.

Herein lies a simple, but crucial proof of the scientific

14. As reported repeatedly in other locations, all of the present author’s
original discoveries were rooted in his project, since mid-adolescence, in
refuting Kant’s famous attacks on the work and influence of Gottfried
Leibniz. The core of the entire attack upon Leibniz’s work, as by Leonhard
Euler, Kant, and others, was premised upon the purely arbitrary assertion,
against a geometry of position, which Kant situates as the kernel of all of his
Critiques. The reference to Two Cultures is to the essay of C.P. Snow, Two
Cultures and the Scientific Revolution (London and New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1993 reprint).
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absurdity of most attempts to explain economic processes
from the standpoint of today’s generally accepted methods of
financial accounting.

In the case of the simplest variety of example, we would
answer Kepler’s challenge: We must discover and apply some
validatable new universal physical principle, or of a technol-
ogy derived from such a principle.

Very well: would it be meaningful to attempt to represent
that connection between those two dots by a straight line, or
any sort of simply continuous curve defined within the bounds
of today’s more generally accepted form of classroom mathe-
matics? The right answer to that question, is, “No!” That
right answer is an expression congruent with the domain of
Analysis Situs, the domain of geometry of position, or what,
in the alternative, may be classed under the heading of Classi-
cal topology.

In the language of Classical artistic composition, the gap
to be filled would be termed a metaphor of the strictly Classi-
cal form otherwise encountered in poetry, tragedy, music,
the compositions of Leonardo, Raphael, and Rembrandt, and
so on.

In the language of Riemannian manifolds, that metaphor
corresponds to a place to be occupied by an axiom of a multi-
ply-connected (physical-space-time) manifold, the kind of
axiom which replaces, and eradicates those “ivory tower”
notions of physical space-time associated with the so-called
Euclidean manifold of Galileo, Descartes, Newton, and their
followers. In the domain of the Greek Classic, this axiom
corresponds to a platonic idea, as the latter is generated as the
solution to a paradox of an ontological quality. In physical
science, Plato’s notion of idea is used only to identify an
experimentally validatable form of discovered universal
physical principle, a discovery generated by what is known
as Plato’s Socratic method of hypothesis. Experimentally val-
idated universal physical principles, are typical of ideas
within the domain of physical science. Validated universal
principles of Classical forms of artistic composition are also
such ideas.”

The crucial point here could not be stated clearly until
the appearance of Riemann’s 1854 habilitation dissertation.
Indeed, I was forced to turn to Riemann, in order to find a
clearer way of expressing a set of discoveries which I had

15. In irrationalist, or Romantic doctrine, a Classical tragedy is misread as a
behavioral problem in the domain of interpersonal social relations considered
only in the small. In all actual Classical tragedy, such as those of Aeschylus,
Sophocles, Shakespeare, and Schiller, or the tragic settings by opera compos-
ers Mozart (Don Giovanni) and Giuseppe Verdi (e.g., Don Carlos, Simon
Boccanegra, Othello), the crucial issue is defined solely in its relative univer-
sal and historically specific setting, as a tragedy of an entire society. Hence,
all Classical artistic composition is focussed upon historically specific devel-
opments within a universal human process, focussed upon the simultaneity
of eternity in this way. Thus, the validatable principles of Classical artistic
composition are universal in the same sense and degree as experimentally
validated universal physical principles.
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developed earlier. Notably, Riemann, basing himself chiefly
on the preceding work on principles of curvature by his patron
Gauss, stated plainly, that all of the so-called axioms of aprior-
istic geometry must be excluded from physical science, and
that the only axioms used must be those we have gained
through experimental validation of universal physical princi-
ples. This declarative statement by Riemann at that point, is
among the most important, most crucial utterances in the en-
tire history of modern science.

Thus, the notions of matter, space, and time associated
with the legacy of Galileo, Descartes, and Newton are to be
excluded from serious scientific work, and the role of axioms
assumed solely by experimentally validated universal princi-
ples. This means, in my lexicon, both universal physical prin-
ciples, and also validated universal principles of Classical
artistic forms of composition.

Thus, when we come to a gap between the dots cast as
shadows on the surface of the classroom blackboard, we must
not assume that the determination of the pathway those dots
imply, is to be found within the blackboard itself. In other
words, the cause of the depicted representation of that interval
is not to be found in the kind of aprioristic geometry which is
prescribed as an article of pagan religious faith by the empiri-
cists, Cartesians, and Newtonians. Whenever the evidence
has the metaphorical quality which Kepler recognized as im-
plied in the elliptical characteristic of the orbit of Mars, we
must be forewarned that a deep ontological paradox may be
the suspected cause of the irregularity in the ordering of the
physical evidence so detected.

In the case, that we are able to discover a validatable
universal principle through which the ambiguity of the evi-
dence is resolved, we must treat that principle as a universal
axiom of the relevant physical-geometric phase-space upon
which our attention is focussed. Such axioms replace entirely
the kind of aprioristic axioms still generally, and wrongly
accepted in today’s classrooms. Thereafter, whenever that
same “gap” arises in the terms of a geometry of position, we
must, as Riemann warned us, depart the linear application of
deductive mathematics, and attack the problem posed from
the standpoint of a geometrical mathematics of discontinu-
ities and gaps.

In real-life physical-economic processes, all actions
which cause the increase of the potential relative population-
density, have the physical form of Riemannian axioms. Such
interventions, by expressions of such axioms, account en-
tirely for what some popularized language today misrepre-
sents as “negative entropy” in physical-economic relations.

My specific, so far unique contribution to the science of
physical economy, has been to demonstrate that the relevant
types of axioms to be considered, are not only what would
be more readily accepted as physical axioms, but also those
axioms which are associated with validatable universal prin-
ciples of Classical artistic composition. It is these axioms, and
the technologies subsumed by their interrelationships, which
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must be recognized as “filling the gaps” between the shadows
on the wall of Plato’s Cave. Conversely, this view of such
anti-entropic process-relations, defines the only meaning of
axioms which is not, like today’s generally accepted practice
of financial accounting, the fruit of mere superstition.

It Follows From That

From those admittedly deep, but indispensable considera-
tions just summarized, it follows, that the form of human
action, by means of which man’s power in and over the uni-
verse is increased to economic effect, is expressed in two
respectively distinct, but multiply-connected forms. 1) Vali-
dated universal physical principles, and the technologies de-
rived from them, and 2) Validatable universal principles of
the form associated with Classical artistic composition and
coherently related applications of statecraft. It is the latter
principles which foster the discovery and effective coopera-
tion within society for the application of the former.

It is the physical effect of those classes of mental actions,
by and among cooperating individual members of society,
upon which willful increase of the productive powers of labor
depends. It is only action of this specific quality which gener-
ates resulting increases in the potential relative population-
density of the human species, and, thus, the true growth of the
economy of nations.

Three leading classes of economic action are derived from
the principled features of the relationship just described.
There is, most obviously, the cooperation of persons in taking
the apparent risk of relying upon the discovery and use of
validated universal principles and technologies: the domain
of entrepreneurship. There is, secondly, the creation of the
indispensable preconditions for promoting the first class of
actions: the domain of basic economic infrastructure. There
is, thirdly, the indispensable role of government, in organizing
forms of cooperation within society: the domain of statecraft.

For this purpose, under the presently existing and immi-
nent circumstances, a certain principle is to be stated in the
following form. Statecraft is the application of the universal
principles of Classical forms of artistic composition to the
fostering and management of the economically efficient appli-
cation of those increases in productive powers of labor which,
inturn, generate increase in the potential relative population-
density of nations, and, thus, implicitly, of humanity as a
whole.

The principal means by which statecraft promotes those
end-results, is through the state’s assumption of wittingly ef-
ficient responsibility for the development of the potential rep-
resented by the entireties of the land-area and population.
This compels the state to focus upon chiefly two aspects of
the economic process: the development of the basic economic
infrastructure, chiefly through governmental functions, and
the fostering, as through the creation of public credit, of the
function of entrepreneurs in employing scientific and techno-
logical progress to bring about increases in the average pro-

Feature 47



ductive powers of labor, as measurable in physical terms, per
capita and per square kilometer of the total territory.

In other words, the notion that a national economy should
be either entirely of a “free market” type, or a “state econ-
omy,” is nonsense. As the founders of this republic under-
stood clearly, and stated repeatedly, the success of the modern
sovereign form of nation-state republic is the only systemi-
cally successful design for a durable and successful form of
modern economy. This is a form of state and economy in
which the national government assumes the lead both in indi-
cating the direction of national economic development, and
is facilitating the possibility of the cooperative implementa-
tion of that directive between chiefly the public and private
sectors of the economy as a whole. The model of President
Franklin Roosevelt’s leadership of the U.S. recovery from the
Wilson-Coolidge-Mellon-Hoover depression, is not a perfect
model of either the modern state or modern economy, but
it is the right choice relative to the criticisms of Franklin
Roosevelt commonly presented today.

To this end, the essential economic directive of the state
must be chiefly twofold. It must commit the nation as a whole
to certain scientific and technological goals in physical-eco-
nomic progress, and must dedicate its powerful influence to
promote Classical forms of culture over both illiteracy and
the corrosive influences of contrary impulses.

The pace is properly set for this work by the role of the
national government in promoting medium- to long-range
goals in scientific and technological progress, and steering
the flows of public expenditures and credit into those combi-
nations of channels through which those goals of progress are
likely to be realized. The principal means for implementing
those indispensable functions of a sane form of government,
is the government’s sovereign responsibility for both the
physical and social infrastructure of the society as a whole.
Under our Constitution, this is expressed in terms of the his-
torically evolved division of labor among Federal, state, and
local government.

Among those essential responsibilities of government, are
the Federal government’s unique and exclusive constitutional
authority and responsibility for the issuance and regulation of
the national currency and public credit, including regulation
of the financial institutions and practices of the nation as a
whole.

Torelated and similar effect, since the first modern nation-
states, those of France’s Louis XI and England’s Henry VII,
all sane and sovereign nation-states have been economically
protectionist. Sane governments have always acted to protect
the viability of an array of branches of production and trade
on which a sovereign form of national economic and related
security have depended. The regulation of finance, trade, and
credit, for these protectionist purposes, has been the essential
responsibility of government, a responsibility which no moral
government can relinquish or delegate.

We see around the world today, and in the loss of the
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national economic security of the U.S.A. itself, the lunatic
results of capitulating, once again, to the repeatedly proven
folly of aderegulated, “free trade,” and so-called “globalized”
model of economic and related practice. The neo-liberal delu-
sion, that reliance upon the wisdom of little green men hidden
within the interstices of the infinitesimal smallness of free-
trade transitions, the so-called “Invisible Hand,” will bring
us a rich harvest of ill-deserved bounty, is one of the most
irresponsible, and wild-eyed delusions ever put into wide-
spread circulation for practice.

Thus, under the presently onrushing conditions of global
financial collapse, the U.S. government must take certain im-
mediate actions to the combined effect of preventing a social
disaster and beginning a durable economic recovery. The in-
dicated, reformed role of the U.S. military institutions, will
have to contribute a significant part in that process.

3. The Pivotal Reform of
the Military

Respecting the challenges posed by the present global
financial crisis, the necessary changes, from present trends in
military policy, are essentially three.

1. A general reform in U.S. military doctrine respecting
privatization, and respecting training, composition, recruit-
ment, and economic conditions of training and life for the
regular U.S. military arms and their associated reserves.

Essentially, the military command, as accountable from
the top to the President of the U.S.A., must exert an undelega-
table responsibility for knowing and defending the strategic
interest of the nation in every area of activity to which the
military arms are deployed. No contractual agreement can be
permitted to serve as a substitute for the direct accountability
of the military institutions for both knowledge and practice in
each and all areas in which they are responsible. Nothing of
this can be delegated to a private contractor, or will be will-
fully so delegated by any patriotic official of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense.

Nor shall any responsible officer be denied access to veri-
fiable knowledge of matters affecting the area of his or her
responsibility. Nor can the military rely upon other branches
of government to act, instead of the military’s fulfilling its
responsibility for knowledge and control in the area of its
explicitly assigned and implied responsibility. Other agencies
may aid the military by informing it, but the military does
not escape its responsibility by relying upon the information
supplied by other agencies as a substitute for its responsibili-
ties, even if those other agencies are official ones. Name that,
if you wish, The Cole Memorial Standard of Accountability.

This might be seen as a war-time standard. In fact, such a
standard is implicit in the very notion of day-to-day rules
of engagement.
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2. A change in the strategic doctrine of the U.S.A., includ-
ing the specific mission assigned to scientific crash-programs
conducted as part of, or complementary to long-range strate-
gic missions, such as space exploration, assigned in part to
the military arms.

3. The combined role of the U.S. Corps of Engineers and
cooperating non-military agencies in conducting a large-scale
development of the basic economic infrastructure of our na-
tion, and in cooperation with other nations.

As a practical matter, at a time when the amount of com-
bined unemployment and waste in the economy as a whole,
is as large as it will be shown to have been at the instant the
finality of the present world financial crash is apparent, the
portion of the total labor-force which must be absorbed into
infrastructure programs, will be larger than at any point during
the recent half-century. Not only will the ration of such per-
sons be very large, the remedies must be mobilized quickly,
at least in their initial phases. Most of this employment will,
by necessity, rely upon the use of newly created, large masses
of public credit applied to topical areas such as urgently
needed public works.

The alternative to such a policy would be chaos, perhaps
even the kind of combined economic and social crises which
could soon destroy our nation from within. Only childish or
similarly deranged political figures would resist such policies
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The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers works on a
bridge project at Lost
Creek Lake, Oregon.
The Corps has a vital
role to play, with
cooperating non-
military agencies, in
conducting a large-scale
development of the basic
economic infrastructure
of our nation, and in
cooperation with other
nations.

under the conditions facing our nation on what is now the
proverbial day after tomorrow. In such a circumstance, neo-
liberal ideology is arope by which any politician could readily
hang himself.

The great challenge in all this, is to manage the indicated
emergency effort with a certain orderliness and net effective-
ness. The difficulties will arise chiefly from the shocking sud-
denness of the needed changes in both policies and recently
popularized habits, and the need to avoid those grave risks
which a mismanaged undertaking would represent under the
extremely difficult circumstances, such as the relatively
scarce financial and other resources which the present situa-
tion has predetermined.

The lessons of the Twentieth-Century mobilizations of
the U.S.A.foreach of two World Wars, and for the emergency
measures of the 1933-1940 interval, must be reviewed and
taken into account. The relevant kinds of archive reports,
books, and personal experience of those who are familiar with
that experience, must be brought together now. There will be
much improvisation required, since immediate opportunities
for large-scale increases in employment must emphasize ex-
isting public works and related projects which may be either
accelerated, or which are sufficiently well-planned and pre-
organized that they may be readily brought to life.

Those preparations should be currently in progress within
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relevant institutions of the U.S. government and other rele-
vant types of locations. I shall not begin to catalog some of
these here, but, having stated this point, shall turn immedi-
ately to the matter of certain general principles of the needed
program at large.

First, there should be rebuilding of the regular military
arms and reserves along the lines indicated thus far. A mobili-
zation plan for this purpose should be in progress at this time.

The principal mission-orientation of this mobilization
should be emphasis upon the training of the logistical capabil-
ities of the military arms along the lines of a corps of engi-
neers.

End the New Violence

To have a truly competent military arm, once again, it will
be indispensable to eradicate a certain growing obsession,
over recent decades, with the goal of increasing the kill-ratio
in warfare. I cite that here, because it is an important point in
itself, but also because discrediting such follies forces us to
rediscover the principles of what used to be the traditional
military strategic thinking of civilized modern Europeans.

Itis time to recognize, as the best historians and strategists
of the past knew, that the net strategic benefit of an increased
combat kill-ratio score, has been greatly exaggerated, and
increasingly so, during the recent fifty years. In significant
part, this over-emphasis on kill-ratio, has been simply the type
of folly consequent upon a spreading mediocrity or worse
among military cadres; perhaps, the more important source
of this folly has been the kind of loss of any controlling and
credible mission-assignment, as that downward trend in mo-
rality was visibly inherent in the post-MacArthur conduct of
the war in Korea, and, still worse, the bloodily prolonged
strategic sham in Indo-China.

As I shall emphasize, those kill-ratio studies overlooked
the fact that the U.S. under Franklin Roosevelt actually won
World War II, and that we have never done nearly as well
in net performance since. Our military practice after Korea
became increasingly poor strategically,notably as the empha-
sis on kill-ratio, rather than logistics of strategy tended to
emerge as predominant. The key to victory lies not in the verb
“kill,” but in the verb “control.” Logistics, read in the proper
sense, either expresses, or implies the means by which “con-
trol” is to be achieved. What is to be controlled, is, primarily,
the effect. Machiavelli already understood and taught that
political principle of military practice.

Meanwhile, if we examine phenomena such as the Little-
ton massacre, and also examine the new quality of reckless-
killer violence exhibited among some law-enforcement agen-
cies, we must recognize that the kind of brainwashing repre-
sented by the use of Nintendo-type games for military, law-
enforcement, children, and adolescents, has unleashed a terri-
ble new quality of violence within our society. Contrary to
some rather dubious, and otherwise obviously misleading
crime statistics, it is not yet the quantity of such violence that
represents the national security threat such Nintendo-style
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programs generate. Rather, the quality of the state of mind
induced in the victim of such conditioning, especially pre-
adolescent victims of “Pokémon,” constitutes a far greater
threat to national security and the general welfare, than any
imaginable amount of the quality of violence common to the
pre-Nintendo-games period.

The most immediate practical relevance of that national
security issue in this present discussion, is that the pretext for
the promotion of such mass brainwashing, was the expressed
desire, during and immediately following the period of the
war in Korea, to find methods for inducing a higher kill-ratio
among military personnel than had been measured by studies
of World War II and the Korean War operations. It was this
lunatic obsession with kill-ratios, which led from the pro-
tracted war in the Korea peninsula to the consequent follies
enacted in a more outrageous degree in Indo-China. It was
the introduction of these methods of brainwashing into the
training of law-enforcement personnel, which has unleashed a
corrupting “Clockwork Orange” quality of homicidal ferment
within the nation’s law-enforcement institutions.

The issue of the “new violence” induced by mass propaga-
tion of such brainwashing techniques as those of popular
Nintendo-style games, points to the essential immorality and
lunacy induced by the effects of such programs. When we
take into account, that these “Clockwork Orange” effects had
their origin in a lunatic portion of our military establishment,
the appropriate questions about the past decades’ trends in
military policy-making are brought to the surface.

Recently, a certain spotlight has been put on the sources
of this epidemic of new violence within our military, our law-
enforcement practices, and our school-rooms. That spotlight
was provided by the promotion of the film Gladiator, whose
cult-theme reflects most plainly the source of the relevant
moral disorientation shown by promotion of “new violence”
by our military, that in the most ironically appropriate way.

The function of that film, most fairly described as a cult-
film, is to ennoble the moral values of the Roman imperial
arena, the values of pagan Rome which we should associate
with the names of Tiberius, Tiberius’s Pontius Pilate, Calig-
ula, Claudius, and Nero. These are the values which pagan
Rome inculcated in those citizens deployed as conquering
predators against Rome’s neighbors, a citizenry which the
Romans themselves described by a Latin term, populari,
which signifies predators. This quality of cultural depravity,
is the tradition of vox populi, called in English popular opin-
ion, as seen in Nero’s arena games, and as advocated as an
instrument of so-called “democracy” in herding and ruling
over modern American victims of such corruption, as advo-
cated by the late Walter Lippmann.

This is the function being performed today, by Holly-
wood’s promotion of the new violence as entertainment, and
by the brainwashing of children and adolescents with addic-
tion to Nintendo-style games. This connection, as emphasized
by the promotion of the new violence through the cult-film
Gladiator, immediately informs any literate strategic analyst
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“The kind of brainwashing represented by the O
use of Nintendo-type games for military, O
law-enforcement, children, and adolescents,
has unleashed a terrible new quality of violence
within our society.”

Desert Storm soldiers.

Children play video games O
at an arcade in Darmstadt, Germany.

of the truth about both so-called kill-ratio programs, and the
perversity of the decadent military doctrines behind those
programs’ introduction and use.

What we are witnessing, in the congruence of a military
policy obsessed with kill-ratio goals, and the kind of warfare
exhibited in the follies of “Desert Storm” and of the after-
action reports now available from the NATO war against
Yugoslavia, is the bestialization of our society and the indi-
vidual members of our population, with the explicit intent of
conditioning our population into being as depraved as the
citizenry of the self-doomed pagan Roman Empire of Nero,
et al., as morally and intellectually depraved as the common
member of any popular lynch-mob.

This effort to turn the clock of history back to pagan Rome
of the arena games, is not new to modern society, nor our
immediate lifetimes. The legacy of the depraved culture of
pagan Rome, and of Sparta and Babylon before that, has never
been efficiently uprooted from European civilization. Among
literate scholars of history and culture, this regressive ten-
dency within medieval and modern society is known by the
generic name of Romanticism. That use of that term signifies
upholding the so-called value of the pagan Rome tradition, in
opposition to the Classical Greek and Christian legacy. Like
syphilis, Romanticism has spread into many parts of modern
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society, in art-forms, in philosophy such as Kant’s, in enter-
tainment of the type popular in the U.S.A. today, and so on.

The most significant modern expression of the eruption
of Romanticism as a political movement, is the fascism which
dictator Benito Mussolini and his admirers openly avowed to
be, and celebrated as a resurrection of ancient pagan Rome.
The first appearance of a significant form of modern fascism,
was the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte to the position of tyrant
and Emperor, a position which he assumed in the explicitly
adopted name of the tradition of pagan Rome and Roman law.

It was after Napoleon’s victories, especially after that at
Jena-Auerstadt, that Romanticism was unleashed afresh
within Germany; it was after the defeat of the Prussian-re-
former opponents of Romanticism, at the Vienna Congress
and by the imposition of the fascist-like Carlsbad Decrees of
Metternich et al., that the roots of German fascism were
planted in the development of the Romantic movement and
its existentialist by-products in Germany.

What we are witnessing, in the way in which moral decay
of our nation’s military profession has led to the unleashing
of the “new violence” within our society as a whole, is to be
viewed as nothing different than a sequel to the initiatives of
Napoleon, Mussolini, and Hitler earlier. For the time being,
the showing of the film Gladiator to its morally depraved

Feature 51



admirers, will continue to serve popular U.S. movie-goers
and television viewers as the present-day imitation of an
Adolf Hitler Nuremberg rally.

The point to be emphasized here, is that the argument that
an increased kill-ratio performance is a service to national
security, is a lie and a delusion. It is a delusion to be uprooted,
and replaced by a return to the traditional standards of strate-
gic planning and related policy of the pre-1946 generation
typified by General Douglas MacArthur,among many others.

In arelated way, the case of [ran-Contra and similar prac-
tices, shows another aspect of the same Romantic tradition’s
impact, also to the effect of undermining the quality of our
nation’s interests and strategic capabilities.

Among the follies which have coincided with the recent,
decadent trends in mission-orientation, has been the combina-
tion of an overreaching, manifestly infantile zeal for irregular-
warfare operations, combined with, as I among others warned
during the mid-1980s, a virtually lunatic lack of sense of
the implications of unleashing the forms of warfare so ill-
remembered from the days of Vice-President George Bush’s
role in the Iran-Contra travesty. See the folly of “Desert
Storm,” especially as seen nearly a decade later. See the trav-
esty of Anglo-American military operations against Yugosla-
via, especially the lunacy of what was adopted, in flagrant
disregard for the lessons of the 1648 Treaty of Westphalia, as
a substitute for a militarily rational exit-strategy, as becoming
ever more evident now, typifying the urgency of a need for
change in direction.

In a sergeant’s language, the word of the day on such
matters should be, “Cut out that crap, and I mean right now!”

Warfare as Logistics

Excepting the global danger presently flowing from the
folly of leading powers in their posture toward the presently
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“In all matters, we can
act to make the good
fruit of the lives of all
heroes, great or small, a
continuing, still
efficiently living
contribution to future
mankind. If we do not
view those who have
passed on so, how shall
we ask a soldier to die in
battle for his nation’s
sake?” Here: Crewmen
aboard the carrier USS
Independence.

disastrous turn in Middle East policy, there is no strategic
military threat on this planet, which could not be controlled
by arational, logistics-pivotted strategic policy shared among
the world’s principal powers, even by no more than a majority
among such powers. The great danger is posed by those who,
like Zbigniew Brzezinski and Madeleine Albright, have
sought wars where none was justified. Presuming that we
bring such reckless and dangerous scatterbrains under control
of rational governments, generalized warfare is not on the
agenda, provided we are disposed to adopt precisely those
changes in policy which the situation justly requires we make
in our own vital national interest.

The principal danger of war on this planet arises from
the recent perpetuation and aggravation of the economic and
related conditions which produce those intolerable oppres-
sions which are likely to be resisted by means of warfare
which the victims find justified. Stop what the U.S.A. and
Britain have been doing lately in Africa, stop what the U.S.
has been doing to the nations of Central and South America,
stop what the U.S. and others have done, in the name of the
IMF, to nations such as Myanmar, Indonesia, and so on, stop
the fostering of religious warfare in the Middle East cockpit,
and the danger of mass murderous conflicts will be reduced
to a relative minimum.

In the meantime, we must mobilize to fight against those
political-economic and related conditions which breed gener-
alized warfare, and, meanwhile, be prepared to cope with any
war which might occur. The essential strategic military policy
of the U.S. should be defense, as Carnot prescribed, and as
the Prussian reformers prescribed the defense of Russia
against the Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte’s invasion. The
mission is the control of territory through the use of logistics
in the highest sense of the latter term.

By “logistics in the highest sense of the term,” we should
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understand nation-building efforts premised upon the axiom-
atic assumptions of the modern model of perfectly sovereign
nation-state republic. The primary strategic objective, is the
establishment of a community of principle, premised upon
those assumptions, expressed as cooperation among the mem-
bers of acommunity of such sovereign states. It is the willing-
ness of other nations to accept that as the vital self-interest of
each, which is our most natural first line of defense. Such is
the lesson of the 1648 Treaty of Westphalia, as seen afresh
from the higher level I have just indicated here.

A Thought on the Cole

To the best of my information to date, ] knew none among
the victims of the attack upon the Cole. Yet, as one repeatedly
a candidate for nomination and election to be President of the
U.S.A.,T had many times assumed a corresponding degree of
implicit moral responsibility for many things, including the
corresponding degree of sensibility respecting the lives of
men and women in our nation’s military service. Any among
us who were at one time simple soldiers, facing an uncertain
outcome in an unknown place, seeing comrades die and un-
able to postpone their dying, do not easily forget such lessons,
whether they have become Presidential candidates, or not.

That fact that I was the only U.S. Presidential candidate
actually qualified for election under the present conditions
of world crisis, has increased my implied responsibilities,
always to do something if possible, for the welfare of my
poor republic which needs defenders. Such are the implicit
responsibilities of one who, especially, has been intellectually
and morally qualified, by nature, disposition, and commit-
ment of mission-orientation, to have been the best possible
choice for the President the U.S. in this time, as I have been.

In that my position, how shall I propose that we answer
the question: Where lies the fuller accountability of our gov-
ernment for what happened to those sailors? As many have
said on such matters, many times before, how might we ensure
that they had not died in vain? I am perhaps the available
person best qualified to address that specific case from the
highest level of our nation’s statecraft at this time. I must
therefore act according to that imperative.

The subject of the role of our military arm, as I have
addressed that policy-issue here, was already among my lead-
ing adopted commitments before the news of the Cole inci-
dent reached me. Yet, being a person who appreciates keenly
the difference between a morally impassioned commitment
and what has always horrified me as being a merely academic
or bureaucratic decision, the thought of those sailors
prompted a passionate sense of mission within me, to such
effect that I recognized their cause as that touch upon impas-
sioned conscience which would be the suitable occasion for
bringing the needed new role of our military arm in recovery
into proper moral quality of focus.

True, the incident of the Cole angered me, especially as I
was able to assemble certain of the most relevant facts about
the general circumstances in which the possibility of such an
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attack had been created within our own Department of De-
fense policies, circumstances I recognized should not have
been allowed to come into being. On my exceptionally well-
honed sense of the principle that justice delayed is justice
denied, I have done here what I have thought it suitable to do,
to help to ensure that it will be known in the future that those
who died in the Cole had not died in vain.

There is something we can do for the deceased person,
even after they have passed on. We can, for example. address
some unfinished business of their lives, and act to ensure that
that business was not left undone. We honor every deceased
scientific discoverer and great artist in just that way, when we
do for them what they can no longer do for themselves. In all
matters, we can act to make the good fruit of the lives of all
heroes, great or small, a continuing, still efficiently living
contribution to future mankind.

If we do not view those who have passed on so, how shall
we ask a soldier to die in battle for his nation’s sake? It is the
higher battles, those won within the simultaneity of eternity,
which are the form in which a deserved victory can be shared
among all the worthy souls of humanity past, present, and
future. Such, for the heirs of the gifts shared among a now
globally extended form of modern European civilization, is
the loving legacy we share with the Jesus Christ of
Gethsemane.

Let it be, in some meaningful way, as if they had not died.
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government?
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