
Vietnam Asks France To Participate
In Land-Bridge Development
by Christine Bierre

A conference on great projects of infrastructure development and Rural Planning Institute (Ministry of Construction) Tran
Ngoc Chinh, and four leading officials of the popular commit-in Vietnam was organized in Paris on May 17, by Vietnamitié,

a Franco-Vietnamese friendship association. Vietnamitié, un- tees of the provinces directly concerned in the projects.
In his presentation, Chinh underlined the strategic roleder the presidency of Dr. Louis Reymondon, has been actively

promoting economic cooperation between France and Viet- that Vietnam can play in Eurasia. With its 78 million inhabit-
ants and 300,000 square kilometers of land, Vietnam is onenam over the last 15 years. The conference was co-sponsored

by the French Ministries of Foreign Affairs and of Equipment, of the largest members of ASEAN. Its proximity to the main
international maritime lines and its capacity to build deep-Transport and Housing.

The aim of the colloquium was to present to a French water ports—in particular in the central part of the country—
give Vietnam a strategic character.audience composed essentially of friends of Vietnam, of non-

governmental organizations (NGOs), of businessmen and in- Among the most important national projects, Chinh men-
tioned the Hanoi-Ho Chi Minh City highway currently underdustrialists working in the area of infrastructure, and of local

and national government officials, the very ambitious devel- construction, crossing the country from north to south, as well
as three transversal routes crossing the center of the countryopment projects that Vietnam is developing in the central

region of the country. from east to west. These routes are extremely important: They
will open a window to the ocean and towards ASEAN, forVietnamitié is fully involved in those projects. Since last

year, French experts have visited Vietnam’s central prov- the very poor mountainous regions which cover the great
majority of this area, creating the conditions for sustained de-inces, while delegations of Vietnamese officials travelled to

France to define the kind of assistance they need, notably in velopment.
Through the development of its central region, Vietnamdealing with weather and environmental problems, and in

urban and port infrastructure. The Vietnamese delegations will become a crucial link between Eurasia and the oceans,
underlined Chinh, before he detailed the assets and the handi-also visited the northwest coast of France, which has similar

problems to Vietnam’s, in the search for common solutions caps of the region. Among the assets, he noted the more than
1,000 km of coast with possibilities to build deep-water ports;and cooperation.
a potential for tourism due to its very beautiful beaches and
its historical/cultural monuments, which UNESCO classes asDebate in Vietnam Over Land-Bridges

Vietnam’s geographical location and the importance of the “patrimony of humanity.” Among the handicaps, he raised
the terrible war damage, the poor state of infrastructure, theits infrastructure projects, put the country in a very good posi-

tion to participate in the projects for Eurasian corridors of narrowness of river mouths, and alluvial deposits which block
the waterways.economic development launched over recent years by China

and elaborated conceptually by EIR founder Lyndon It is in the central part of the country that the government
wants to concentrate investments in oil refineries and in zonesLaRouche. These projects are more and more debated within

the context of the ASEAN-Plus-3 forum (the ten-member of economic development. Vietnam, the number-two regional
oil exporter, produces 6 million tons of oil per year, and wouldAssociation of Southeast Asian Nations, plus China, Japan,

and South Korea). Sources report that there is presently, in like that to increase rapidly to 16 million tons.
Of the 11 central provinces, 4 have been designated partVietnam, a big debate between those who want to participate

actively and those who are cautious about any participation. of the “key economic zone”: Dà Nang-Ville, Thua Thien-
Huê, Quang Nam, and Quand Ngai. Dà Nang-Ville is alreadyIn launching powerful development projects in the center

of the country, the Vietnamese government wants to create a an important conglomerate, with new urban areas in full de-
velopment, laying the basis for a 1.2 million population bybalance, with the strong poles of growth in the northern trian-

gle around Hanoi, and in the southern triangle around Ho the year 2020. The port of Lien Chieu will be operational
by 2010.Chi Minh City: This assessment came from several of the

Vietnamese spokesmen including Vietnamese Ambassador Thua Thien-Huê has great tourism potential, with its three
“patrimony of humanity” sites: Huê, My Son, and Hôi An.to France Nguyn Manh Dung, Director of the National Urban
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Finally, the province of Quang Gnai, which is at
present the poorest, will also become a center of
industrial development around the Dung Quat oil
complex and its international airport. A new oil re-
finery will be built through Russian-Vietnamese co-
operation, and there is also a deep-water port which
will play a complementary role to Ky Hâ, in the
Quang Nam province.

French Cooperation
The projects, and thus the need for aid and coop-

eration, are enormous, and France is very well
placed to contribute. In fact, since the Hanoi summit
of 1997, due to past relations and to the existence of a
particularly large Vietnamese community in France,
the Vietnamese announced their decision to become
one of the Francophone states.

The collaboration between Vietnamitié and sev-
eral French ministries, and the high-level participa-
tion of representatives of the state in the colloquium,
indicate that France maintains a strong level of inter-
est in Vietnam. As Nguyen Mahn Dung underlined,
France is the second world lender to Vietnam, and
one of its six most important commercial partners.
One of the collaborators of Equipment, Transport
and Housing Minister Jean Claude Gayssot briefed
the conference participants on the French contribu-
tions. France is training pilots and helping in aviation
maintenance; it recently opened a center for training
in water management in Hanoi, as well as a building
site, and a railway engineering school. France is also
helping to train top-level engineers through its pres-
tigious Ecole de Ponts et Chausées (School of Brid-
ges and Roads).

But this assistance falls far short of the needs of
the ambitious Vietnamese projects. A much more
important participation by France in the construction
of roads, high-speed railway systems, and port infra-
structure would aid the French economy. To contrib-
ute do this, France would have to extend Marshall
Plan-type credits, and entice French companies to
participate, through subsidies. To do so would re-
quire two things: First of all, France would have to
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KEY:�
R1 �Bangkok-Phnom Penh-Ho Chi Minh City-Vung Tau road improvement; est. cost: $490 million�
R2 �Thailand-Lao P.D.R.-Vietnam East-West Corridor (Northern, Central, Southern); est. cost: NA�
R3 �Chiang Rai-Kunming road improvement via Myanmar and Lao P.D.R.; �
� est. cost: $507-829 million�
R4 �Kunming-Lashio Road System improvement; est. cost: $629-909 million�
R5 �Kunming-Hanoi road improvement; est. cost: $48-57 million�
R6 �Southern Lao P.D.R.-Sihanoukville road project; est. cost: $33 million�
R7� Lashio-Loilem-Kengtung road improvement project; est. cost: $108 million�
R8 �Southern Yunnan Province-Northern Thailand-Northern Lao P.D.R.-Northern Vietnam road �
� improvement; est. cost: $99 million�
R9 �Northeastern Thailand-Southern Lao P.D.R.-Northeastern Cambodia-Central Vietnam �
� corridor project; est. cost $61 million
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respect the priorities of the Vietnamese development
plans. (The French oil company Total, contracted
by the Vietnamese government to build a refinery,

refused to build it in the central part of the country, and whenJapan is involved in this area, in constructing a deep-water
port in Chan May, and a 6 km tunnel to circumvent the rugged the Vietnamese authorities insisted, decided undiplomati-

cally to retreat to Singapore.) Secondly, France will have toCol de Nuages mountains.
At the crossroads of a north-south/east-west communica- renounce the neo-liberal ideology of the European Union’s

Maastricht Treaty, which forbids state intervention in thetions network, the province of Quang Nam will become a pole
of industrial and technological development, with a new city economy, and will have to support friendly countries through

investments in large infrastructure.in Tam Ky, a deep-water port in Ky Hà, and the important
open economic zone of Chu Lai. The province is also pres- Is this all really too much to ask from the country of Jean-

Baptiste Colbert and Charles de Gaulle?ently renovating its large airport, road, and rail infrastructure.

EIR July 6, 2001 Economics 21


