well-represented at the conference: Less than three months
later, in April 2001, Colombian military forces arrested the
“Pablo Escobar of Brazil,” Luiz Fernando da Costa (better
known by his mafia nickname, Fernandinho Beira Mar), who
had been living in Colombia under the protection of the FARC
for over a year. Beira Mar controlled 60% of Brazil’s enor-
mous drug trade, and was believed to be one of the largest
suppliers of cocaine to the U.S. market, with most of his
cocaine supplied by the FARC. An estimated 80% of the
FARC’s income was said to have come from the Beira Mar
operation.

Since the PT took the governorship of Rio Grande do Sul
in 1998, the state has become an important center of political
and logistical support for the FARC, with state governor and
WSF star Olivio Dutra meeting with FARC “ambassadors”
at least three times since 1999.

The prominent role of the PT and the MST in the WSF
ought to send off alarm bells. While the MST enjoys interna-
tional prominence as a “grass-roots” idealistic mass move-
ment, chiefly due to promotion by its friends in such British
Crown-run organizations as Christian Aid, it is, in fact, fast
becoming the “FARC” of Brazil, and represents a very dan-
gerous armed capability for mass insurgency.

Its leadership ranks heavily overlapping those of the PT,
the MST has made no secret that when the time is ripe, “the
interior of Brazil could turn into another Colombia,” as MST
national spokesman Jodo Pedro Stedile threatened in 1997.
MST leader Gilmar Mauro reiterated after the MST’s Fourth
National Congress, in August 2000, that “the decision to be-
come guerrillas or not,” would be taken on the basis of an
evaluation of the state of “mass struggle.”

Collaboration between the MST and Colombia’s FARC
is extensive, and one of the most dangerous threats to the
security of the Western Hemisphere. Hard evidence of the
FARC-PT-MST relationship led Brazilian authorities to ar-
rest the FARC’s unofficial “ambassador” to Brazil, former
Jesuit priest Francisco Antonino Cadenas Collazos (a.k.a. Co-
mandante Oliverio Medina) in September 2000. Cadenas had
spent much of his time travelling back and forth between the
city of Sdo Paulo and the southwestern corner of Sdo Paulo
state, known as the Pontal do Paranapanema, a major focus
of MST organizing, which, according to statements by MST
leader Gilmar Mauro when he returned from the EZLN-
hosted July 1996 international gathering in Trinidad, Chiapas,
Mexico, was targetted by the MST as the site for a “liberated
zone,” where they intend to set up an “MST republic.”

Some European sources suggest that a “side benefit” of
the WSF, is to build up the PT’s international prominence,
with an eye to the Brazilian Presidential elections of 2002, in
which the PT’s Luis Inacio da Silva, better known as “Lula,”
isaleading contender. WSF promotional materials emphasize
that Porto Alegre, the capital of Rio Grande do Sul, was sug-
gested as the site for the founding of the WSF by French
organizers, to promote it as a model for “people’s democ-
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racy.” The PT has run the city’s administration since 1988,
and its current Mayor, Tarso Genro, is rumored as a possible
Vice Presidential candidate for Lula. Genro, whose website
opens with an existentialist quote from Toni Negri’s mentor
Norberto Bobbio, represented the WSF at the recent “anti-
globalization” show in Genoa, from where he continued on,
to dine with its political godfather, Teddy Goldsmith.

Mobilization for
Goldsmith’s Jacobins

by Arthur Ticknor

One of the umbrella or-
ganizations in Teddy
Goldsmith’s  Jacobin
mob planning to disrupt
the IMF/World Bank
meeting in Washington,
D.C., the Mobilization
for Global Justice
(MGJ)—better called
Mobilization for Gold-
smith’s Jacobins — pro-
vides a support network
for the hard-core terrorist groups. These are the same forces
involved in the riots at the Summit of the Americas in Quebec
City in April, the International Monetary Fund (IMF)-World
Bank protests in Washington, D.C. in April, and the “Battle
of Seattle” during the World Trade Organization (WTO)
meeting in November 1999. A spokesman for the MGJ has
said that participants at the Washington meeting, who will be
staying in a number of hotels, “would be a legitimate protest
target.” Among the 400-plus organizations in the MGJ are
the following:

Global Exchange (GX)
2017 Mission St. #303
San Francisco, CA 94110
(415) 255-7296
www.globalexchange.org

Founded in 1988 by Medea Benjamin, Green Party candi-
date for the U.S. Senate (California) in 2000, and Kevin Da-
naher.

Known as a leading force behind the campaign to force
Nike out of the “sweatshop business,” Global Exchange is
part of the “pro-democracy” human rights mafia, supporting
terrorists such as the Zapatistas in Chiapas, and Brazil’s Land-
less Movement (MST).
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The Ruckus Society trains its militants to combat riot police in ur-
ban confrontations.

After the 1994 Zapatista uprising, Global Exchange orga-
nized international delegations to “monitor” the human rights
situation in Chiapas. Medea Benjamin participated with San
Cristobal Bishop Samuel Ruiz—then EZLN commander—
in a hunger strike for “peace” in December 1994.

The coordinator of Mexico’s National Immigration Insti-
tute (INM), Alejandro Carillo Castro, said in December 1998,
that so-called “revolutionary tourism” of the kind offered by
Global Exchange, in which foreign visitors arrive as part of a
package to visit the highlands of Chiapas and celebrate the
fifth anniversary, in January 1999, of the appearance of the
EZLN —in Zapatista support base communities —would not
be allowed. The tour participants were asked to explain their
activities in Chiapas, as INM rules forbid activities of a politi-
cal nature for those travelling on tourist visas.

In the United States, GX mobilized citizens to pressure
Mexican President Vicente Fox (by sending a free fax from
its website) to support the San Andrés Accords, under which
some 30% of Mexican territory is considered an indigenous
region, and therefore to be granted autonomy—reforms
which the Zapatistas made a precondition for simply opening
“peace talks” with the government. Under the accords, passed
on July 28, Mexican national law does not govern regions
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classified as “indigenous,” but rather local habits and
customs.

Since 1995, GX has worked to support Brazil’s terrorist
MST, and to support local “human rights” groups. A video
documentary of Benedita da Silva, an advocate for the MST
who went on a GX 12-city U.S. speaking tour, was directed
by arecipient of the Open Society Institute’s Soros Documen-
tary Fund.

GX is a member of the National Mobilization on Colom-
bia, a national coalition that calls for an end to: U.S. military
aid to Colombia, the Andean region being used in the war on
drugs,and U.S. funding of counter-narcotic aerial eradication
in Colombia and the Andean region. The coalition will hold
two days of lobbying, workshops, strategy sessions, and dem-
onstrations on Sept. 27-28.

Alliance for Global Justice
1247 E Street, SE
Washington, D.C. 20003
(202) 544-9355

www afgj.org

An umbrella organization which seeks alternatives to the
“unjust interference of governments” by building “transfor-
mational grassroots organizations” such as the Zapatistas, and
dedicated to genocidal “sustainable development.” Mem-
bers include:

Nicaragua Network
www.infoshop.org/nicanet

Since 1979, Nicaragua Network has worked to carry on
the Sandinista Revolution.

Mexico Solidarity Network (MSN)
www.mexicosolidarity.org

A coalition of over 80 organizations, MSN held speaking
tours last year for Mexican “human rights experts,” as part
of a campaign to implement the San Andrés Accords, build
support for human rights monitoring, demilitarize indigenous
areas,and end U.S. military aid and training to Mexico. MSN
also sponsored a Chiapas Solidarity U.S. campus tour, featur-
ing the film “A Place Called Chiapas,” praising the Zapati-
sta uprising.

50 Years Is Enough Network (50YIE)
3628 12th St., NE

Washington, D.C. 20017

(202) 463-2265

www.50years.org

Emerged in 1994 out of discussions among Oxfam
America, the Development GAP, Global Exchange, Interna-
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tional Rivers Network, Friends of the Earth, and the Environ-
mental Defense Fund. S0YIE’s platform calls for “openness”
at the World Bank and IMF, and “sustainable,” “resource-
conserving development.” At the World Social Forum in
Porto Alegre, Brazil in January 2001, 50YIE distributed thou-
sands of flyers inviting people to Washington for demonstra-
tions between Sept. 28 and Oct. 4.

AFGJ members will be part of arally on Sept. 29 demand-
ing an end to Plan Colombia, which (supposedly) targets the
narco-insurgency there, and an overall takedown of what it
calls the “phony War on Drugs.” Then it will join in a “sym-
bolic encirclement” of the White House.

The Ruckus Society
4131 Shafter Ave., Suite 9
Oakland, CA 94609

(510) 595-3442
www.ruckus.org

On April 6, 2001, ABC News showed members of the
AFL-CIO at a boot camp established by the Ruckus Society
for the MGJ April 8-17 events in Washington; the unionists
were seen in near-jungle conditions on the banks of Peace
River near Arcadia, Florida, training with students on spring
break. The Ruckus Society’s quasi-military training included
how to use “pugo sticks” to combat riot police with shields
and batons.

The Ruckus Society was founded in 1995 by Mike Ro-
selle, a former national direct action coordinator for Green-
peace and founder of the Earth First! and Rainforest Action
Network eco-terrorist groups, which were all active in Seattle.
Director John Sellers was held on $1 million bail in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania last August, for his role in the riots against
the WTO meeting in Seattle in 1999.

According to several sources, one of the leading funders
of the Ruckus Society is Ted Turner, who was, until recently,
married to “deep ecologist” Jane Fonda. Another top funder is
Elaine Broadhead,a Chicago heiress and anti-nuclear activist,
who held two of the 18 Ruckus training camps at her 150-
acre estate in the Northern Virginia fox-hunting country at
Middleburg.

The Ruckus Society will conduct an Action Camp at
Broadhead’s Middleburg estate during Sept. 14-18.

More broadly, the AFL-CIO is being drawn into provid-
ing cover for the hard-core terrorists who are being used by
the very people the AFL-CIO is opposing on policy, to dis-
credit the opposition and shut down real debate. Coming out
of its Executive Council meeting in August in Chicago, the
AFL-CIO issued a “Call to Action” for a month of activities
during the August Congressional recess, to “galvanize oppo-
sition to Fast Track” of the latest amendments to the North
American Free Trade Agreement. The activities will culmi-
nate with a Global Justice Week, Sept. 26-Oct. 1 in Washing-
ton, D.C., with a massive peaceful rally and march on Sept.
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30. While there is nothing wrong with such peaceful protest,
the Ruckus Society is training people for terrorism—not
peaceful civil disobedience.

Homes Not Jails/D.C.
(202) 737-6444
www.homesnotjails.org/dc

Founded in 1992 in San Francisco, where it has opened
hundreds of abandoned buildings for squatters, Homes Not
Jails created a branch in Washington, D.C. coincident with
the IMF/World Bank protests last April.

HNIJ plans to host a “People’s Repo” squatters summit
from Sept. 21-24 to “take what we need,” and has been linked
to the “Black Bloc” anarchist group known as the Anti-Capi-
talist Convergence.

Continental Direct Action Network
www.cdan.org

Begun as a coalition of activist groups to shut down the
WTO meeting in Seattle on Nov. 30, 1999, using large-scale
street theater and mass direct action. To coordinate future
non-violent direct actions, the affinity groups created a conti-
nental network, adopting “Principles of Unity” inspired by
and derived from those of People’s Global Action.

Chronology

‘Anti-Capitalist’ Mobs Do
Oligarchy’s Dirty Work

by Michele Steinberg

The summit of the Group of Eight in Genoa, Italy in July
2001, saw “anti-capitalist” street fighting that left one person
dead and 400 wounded, in a spectacularly staged action that
is the latest event in a process that has been funded by the
world’s wealthiest “capitalists.” The backers of the street
mobs include leading figures in various echelons of the British
royalty,ranging from His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke
of Edinburgh, to the family of the late, lowly, but “filthy rich”
Sir Jimmy Goldsmith.

Since 1997, when the professionals of the new “New Left”
and anarchist international gathered in El Indiano, Spain, un-
der the auspices of the European support networks of the
Mexican separatist/terrorists, the EZLN-Zapatistas, there has
been a systematic deployment of a core of “professionals,”
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