U.S. Protects Al-Qaeda
Terrorists In Kosovo

by Umberto Pascali

While the United States is relentlessly bombing Afghanistan
with the official aim of getting Osama bin Laden, one of bin
Laden’s top collaborators is running a terrorist training camp
in an area of Kosovo that is under U.S. control. The shocking
revelation has been confirmed by multiple sources: Macedo-
nian intelligence agencies, as reported by several Macedonian
media, including the leading daily Dnevnik; Russian press
agencies, including Novosti and ItarTass; and the London In-
dependent.

This intelligence coheres with Lyndon LaRouche’s as-
sessment of the Sept. 11 attacks on the United States, as a
strategic covert operation by an enemy within the U.S. and
“allied” security services, for geopolitical purposes.

The Russian media quoted, as the source of their detailed
revelation, the Russian troops stationed not far from the re-
ported terrorist training camp. This is in itself exceptional, in
the sense that there is hardly a precedent of the Russian mili-
tary in Kosovo reporting events of such gravity to the leading
news agencies.

These revelations, and the clear position taken by Mace-
donian intelligence in confirming and expanding them, are
now reopening the explosive question of the protection and
sponsorship granted to the narco-terrorists by Anglo-Ameri-

NATO “KFOR” units in Kosovo— specifically, American forces in the U.S. zone of
control—are reported to be harboring the al-Qaeda network of terrorists in the
Balkans, run by the brother of Osama bin Laden’s top aide.
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can agencies.

But this is only a small part of the new strategic geometry
opened up by the revelations. The red-hot political point con-
cerns the very basis for the “war against terrorism” launched
after the war-like attacks of Sept. 11, and the immediate con-
centration on bin Laden and Afghanistan as the perpetrators
of those attacks — and the threatened extension of the “infinite
war” to Syria, Iraq, and so on. If the Anglo-Americans are at
“war” with bin Laden’s terrorism, why are bin Laden opera-
tives active in Kosovo in an area totally controlled by NATO?
Furthermore, in the U.S. zone in Kosovo? Investigations on
the bin Laden connection into the Balkans and Kosovo could,
according to experts, lead to even more explosive truths in a
very short period of time.

Keep The Clash Going

On Oct. 16, Novosti reported: “A training camp of Alba-
nian militants functions near the village of Ropotovo, close
to Kosovska Kamenica, in the Yugoslav province of Kosovo,
which is controlled by the American force, sources from the
Russian peacekeeping force in Kosovo reported on [Oct. 16].
According to [the sources], the camp is now training 50 Af-
ghan and Algerian mujahideen, led by Zaiman Zawahiri. He
is reportedly the brother of one of the closest associates of
international terrorist Osama bin Laden. This camp prepares
militants for terrorist formations in Kosovo and Macedonia.
Their ‘instructors’ are former [ethnic] Albanian officers who,
in 1991-92, deserted from the Yugoslav Army.”

The Independent reported on Oct. 21 that Interpol has
linked bin Laden to Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) crime
gangs, and that he “supplied one of his top military command-
ers for an elite KLA unit” in Kosovo.

That was only the beginning. The target of the terrorist
gangs’ deployment into Macedonia: to pre-
vent, by violence, the return of Macedonian
refugees into the villages “cleansed” by the
KLA during this year; and to take over the
water reserve on which the Macedonian capi-
tal, Skopje, depends.

Beyond that, these extremists are out to re-
ignite the ethnic “Clash of Civilizations” in
the Balkans, to crush the escalating resistance
of Macedonia— which has been actively play-
ing the LaRouche card in response to its na-
tional crisis (see EIR, Oct. 19)—and to con-
tinue the march of destruction, possibly
triggering in the near future, an ethnic up-
heaval in Greece or Bulgaria.

The fact that such an operation is taking
place in the middle of the “war on the Taliban
and al-Qaeda” —the fact that NATO’s Lord
George Robertson, U.S. Ambassador James
Pardew, and the European Union’s Javier So-
lana insist, to this very day, that Macedonia
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has to surrender to the KL A ultimata, including the subver-
sion of the Macedonian Constitution, opens up a dramatic
contradiction. That contradiction throws light on the virtual
reality the world has been propelled into after the Sept.
11 attacks.

Who Runs Al-Zawabhiri?

The Macedonian daily Dnevnik reported on Oct. 19 that
the group led by the brother of Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri, the
closest associate of bin Laden, had crossed the border from
Kosovo into Macedonia. Quoting intelligence sources,
Dnevnik wrote: “The younger brother of the chief of the Bal-
kan headquarters of al-Qaeda, Ayman al-Zawahiri, with
around 50 mujahideen, has entered Macedonia and has started
building fortifications in the Skopska Crna Gora region. The
aim of the terrorist group is to attack the water supply” for
Skopje.

The newspaper reported that the gang had been stationed
earlier in the training camp near the village of Ropotovo,
Kosovo—as Novosti also reported —and received orders to
enter the Macedonian town of Matejce. On Oct. 16, a convoy
of refugees, who were previously expelled by the KLA, were
supposed to visit their destroyed houses. However, the ob-
servers from the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe entered the village first, and reported that at least
50 armed men had communicated they were going to fire on
the convoy if they dared to enter Matejce. The OSCE order to
the heartbroken refugees was: Go back, we cannot guarantee
your security!

But who is Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri, whose brother Zai-
man is running terrorist camps under NATO protection in
the U.S. zone in Kosovo? As the London Guardian wrote
recently, “Even to say he is bin Laden’s right-hand man may
understate his importance.” He is considered by many to be
the real head of what is known as the bin Laden group. “Some
analysts believe that in his current role in Afghanistan, al-
Zawabhiri has taken over control of much of bin Laden’s terror-
ist finances, operations, plans, and resources,” wrote the
Guardian. His known terrorist career started no later than
1981, with his involvement in the assassination of Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat; it includes the massacre of 70 people
on atourist busin 1997 in Luxor, Egypt, and the assassination
attempt against Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak in 1995.

Strangely enough, according to an expert who testified
before a U.S. Congressional committee in January 2000, al-
Zawahiri was granted U.S. residence by the Immigration
and Naturalization Service —something almost impossible
for many legitimate immigrants to obtain. Should we be
surprised that one of the centers of operation for al-Zawabhiri
was London, where one of his closest relatives resided?
President Mubarak is believed to have referred to him when,
after the Luxor massacre, he stated: “There are people who
carried out crimes and who were sentenced [in Egypt] and
live on British soil.”
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Australia: Election May
Bring Drug Legalization
by Robert Barwick

An unprecedented step toward drug legalization in Australia,
a government-run, prescribed heroin trial, may be one elec-
tion away from reality, and that election looms on Nov. 10.
Australian Prime Minister John Howard has steadfastly re-
fused to allow a heroin trial under his administration, despite
an intense lobbying campaign by the pro-dope lobby and
many of Australia’s state governments. However, federal Op-
position Leader Kim Beazley has long promised a heroin trial,
and so, the Nov. 10 election, which is at present too close to
call, will not just determine who governs Australia for the
next three years, but whether Australia takes that fatal step on
the slippery slope of legalized drugs.

State Initiatives

Over the past decade, Australia’s highly influential pro-
dope lobby has shifted drug legalization to the top of the
political agenda. Almost all issues relating to drug problems
are now couched in legalization language, and propose legal-
ization as a solution. The state governments of Victoria, New
South Wales, and Western Australia have all hosted commu-
nity “Drug Summits” in the past two years; the most common
recommendation to emerge from all of them is for heroin-
injecting rooms, a.k.a. “shooting galleries,” where addicts
will be medically supervised as they get their “hit” (and police
are obliged to look the other way).

New South Wales is currently running an 18-month trial
of one shooting gallery in the notorious “red light” district
of Kings Cross —although this experiment almost didn’t get
started, when His Holiness Pope John Paul II personally inter-
vened and forbade the original administrating charity, the
Catholic Sisters of Charity, from participating. The Victorian
government plans five shooting galleries in the city of Mel-
bourne. The newly elected mayor and city council have prom-
ised to consider the idea again if the state government revives
it, after the previous mayor quashed the plan for an inner-city
shooting gallery. The New South Wales and Victorian police
forces have adopted an active legalization position, conduct-
ing experiments where police issue warnings for drug posses-
sion, instead of making arrests. All of these legalization initia-
tives are carried out in the name of “harm minimization,”
which since 1986 has been the official policy of Australia’s
Federal Health Department.
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