Interview: Dr. Fung Hu-Hsiang

“Taiwan’s Economy Will
Further Deteriorate’

Dr. Fungisalegislator of the pro-unification New Party, and
isthefounder and president of Peoples Service Center Across
the Taiwan Srait. He wasinterviewed by Leni Rubenstein on
Dec. 21, 2001, in Taipei.

EIR: What do you think isthereason for the outcome of the
election Dec. 1?

Dr. Fung: The DPPwon the election because of their skills,
and not their policies.

EIR: What kind of skills do you mean?
Dr. Fung: ...The DPP used a
very successful strategy of propa-
ganda of the media. They shifted
the discussion away from the eco-
nomic issue to other issues. Be-
cause, the economy now is very
bad, and we have avery seriousun-
employment, but they used the me-
dia to shift the discussion, to
whether we should have aNational
Stahility Alliance after the elec-
tions, whether we should have a
gathering between the governing
party and the opposition. Empty words, but attractive for
many newspapers and other media. They discussed thisissue
every day. No room was madeto discussthe economic crisis.

EIR: Hasthe DPP gotten more control of the media?

Dr. Fung: Yes, definitely, of course, because they are the
ruling party. As long as they are the ruling party, they can
control most of the most influential media, most of the TV
programs. Now, most of the TV stations are controlled by
the government, using financial means to gain such control
through the advertisement business. Like in my case, | was
amost excluded during the last two to three months from
participating in any TV program, because the ruling party
said to many TV program hosts; “Do not invite Dr. Fung,
because he represents the reunification policy. Adhere, or we
will not give you advertisements.”

EIR: Did Lee Teng-hui’s maneuvers have anything to do

with the election result aswell?
Dr. Fung: Of course. Lee Teng-hui’s creation of the new
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party, the Taiwan Solidarity Union, had, asitsmost important
goal, to make sure that the candidates representing a reunifi-
cation policy failed. Lee stated that publicly.

Those candidates that represent “ One Country, Two Sys-
tems,” who support the “One China” policy did fail, most of
them. That is why some wondered, whether some tricks had
been played, like at thelast el ection, where[independent can-
didate, James] Soong was the victim of such tricks. Some
ballots were thrown away, some people did not go to vote,
because the voting procedures were very complicated.

EIR: Your evauations in the last years regarding the aim,
the role, and the manipulations by Lee Teng-hui and Chen
Shui-bian has been completely vindicated. Lee is very sup-
portive of Chen Shui-bian.

Dr. Fung: Yes, of course. Even today, when you read the
United Daily News, Lee Teng-hui claims, that Taiwan isthe
motherland, not China. TailwanisTaiwan, ChinaisChina. He
evensaid, that Taipei city isthebadresult of foreigninfluence,
and that people should go to the middle and southern Taiwan,
so that they can recognize the mainstream opinion of Taiwan,
where many people are for independence, because of lack of
truthful information. . . .

EIR: The policies pursued by Lee Teng-hui and now Chen
Shui-bian have resulted in many gifted people leaving Tai-
wan, and settling in Shanghai or America.

Dr. Fung: That'sright. A lot of people have been leaving.
That isafact. | think thiskind of tendency even will acceler-
ate in the coming years, because many facts prove, that the
DPP are working to reinforce and strengthen a policy for
Taiwan's independence. For example, they are trying to
change the name on the passport from Republic of China,
adding Taiwan, to make Republic of China equivalent to
Taiwan. This is another way of supporting Taiwan's inde-
pendence movement, so that Taiwan will be the name of
the country, not R.O.C. They also removed the map of
R.O.C. from the governmental spokesman’s office. Every
time the chairman of the Government’s Information Office
holds a press conference, the logo for R.O.C., depicting al
of China, including mainland China and Taiwan, would be
displayed, like the logo for the White House. This map has
been removed, and | am sure, that sooner or later a map of
only Taiwan will be displayed instead, which is the logo
and flag of the DPP.

EIR: Youjust returned from Beijing. What isthe evaluation
and reaction in Beijing to the outcome of the election?

Dr. Fung: | think they are planning some actions. First of
all, relatively speaking, they will not bein touch with the DPP
government, unlessthey removethe policy for independence
from their party platform. Secondly, Beijing still insistson a
“One China’ policy and the consensus of 1992. Otherwise
they will not talk with the government of the DPP. And the
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third point is, that Beijing will not collaborate through the
official organizations for cross-strait negotiations as before,
but will work through unofficial channels, like* Peace Across
The Taiwan Strait,” or my organization, “Peoples Service
Center Acrossthe Taiwan Strait,” or someother channels, but
not the official governmental channel; because there are so
many peoplé€’ s affairsthat need to be done, need to be solved
every day, and they say, that they hope | can still function as
achannel, and make more contributions regarding the affairs
acrossthe Taiwan Strait. . . .

EIR: Chen Shui-bian has proposed a new Presidential sys-
tem, to be in place before the next election.
Dr.Fung: |think thisisanother action, they aretryingto use
to push the Taiwan independence movement, because they
are trying to destroy the old constitutional system and order
completely. Right now, after six changes of the constitution,
it has been destroyed, although the framework is still |€ft.
Now they aretryingto destroy theframework. They areusing
the so-called three-power framework to replace the five-
power constitution, designed by Dr. Sun Y at-sen himself.
The Cabinet is the highest authority, not the President,
because thereis noinstitution to check and balance the Presi-
dent according to our constitution. They want to have aPresi-
dentia systemwithno check and balance, sothat the President
can do whatever he wants to. In this way, he will be able to
push and promote Taiwan’ sindependence very freely.

EIR: What actions can be taken in the current situation by
good peoplein Taiwan regarding thefinancia crisis, the eco-
nomic crisis, the relations across the Strait?

Dr. Fung: Thisis a very important question, which is on
many people smind. Many peoplejust |eft, being very dissap-
pointed, and very sad. They felt hopelessfor the future, espe-
cialy the so-called mainlanders. They feel they have been
discriminated against for a long time, and that this will be
even worsein thefuture, not only in the army, in the govern-
ment, but also in the schools and the big enterprises. The
discrimination in connection with promotion is very clear,
and very serious.

Those people who were born in mainland China cannot
get afair opportunity regarding promotion, although they are
very capable, work very hard. They just do not get any chance.
Especialy in the government. The people that were born in
mainland China, or who were second-generation bornin Tai-
wan, thereforeleave for mainland Chinaor the United States.
Some of them just do not care, they just do not want to talk
about politics. They do not haveachoice, they haveno money,
they do not want to move. But | think, that in the depth of
their hearts, they still have a confidence of a better future.
They arewaiting for mainland Chinato push the reunification
policy. The“One China” policy, from the international [Chi-
nese] point of view, ismainstream, and the unification policy
isalso welcomed by most people acrossthe Taiwan Strait. Of
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course, in mainland China, almost nobody is against unifica
tion. We do not want to be unified by force, but if the Taiwan
independence movement pushestoo far, maybe the final out-
come will bethat.

EIR: Withthecollapse of thefinancial system, theeconomic
situation in Taiwan will worsen.

Dr. Fung: Yes, it is clear, that the economic situation in
Taiwan will further deteriorate. China will insist on a“One
China-Two Systems’ policy. As long as we can have the
right to interpret the content, One China meaning R.O.C.,
then we have our dignity, we have our constitutional stand-
point. Although many people say, that in international af-
fairs, R.O.C. will not play a role, but that does not matter,
because in the dialogue across the Taiwan Strait, we have
a consensus regarding one China, a concept. There is no
other choice.

Inthefuturewehopeto namethe country just China. That
means, each side will go back one step. Mainland Chinadoes
not use People’ s Republic of China (P.R.C.), and we do not
use the Republic of China (R.O.C.). Both of us use China,
which could be accepted by both sides then, without war,
without force, without blood. Wethen could proceed towards
reunification, through peaceful dial ogueand peaceful cooper-
ation. That would benefit the people on both sides.
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