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Congressional Closeup by carl Osgood

Congronal Delegation WhenEIR pointed out that the Is-  terized the Democratic Party in recént
Pressures Arafat raeli bombing of Palestinian policeyears, when he said, “I'm not prepare

On Jan. 17, three members of a fourstations, the assassinations policy, and to make a serious proposal”to adqress
person delegation from the House In-  provocations, make it nearly imposise budget problem. The only thing h
telligence Committee reported backble for Arafat to do what he is being  suggested was a mechanism by which
on their tour of Egypt, Jordan, Syria, asked to do, Chambliss admitted thetire surpluses would be used to re-
and Israel. The delegation was led byndeed, the Israelis have responsibili- pay the money that will be borrowed
Saxby Chambliss (R-Ga.), chairman ties as well. He said that in their méeim Social Security and Medicare t
ofthe Intelligence Committee’sterror-ings in Israel, “We expressed strong paper over the budget deficits loomjng
ism subcommittee, and included Jane concerns . . . that Israel has an ohlige next three or four years.
Harman (D-Calif.), Richard Burr (R- tion also to move in the direction of Republicans are calling for mofe
N.C.), and Peter Hoekstra (R-Mich.). peace.” He admitted there have biercuts. In two speeches in West Vir
The group met with Egyptian Presi-“incidents,” but said that the delega- ginia on Jan. 22, President Gedrge
dent Hosni Mubarak, King Abdullah tionwas there to reinforce acommurush called on Congress to pass the
of Jordan, Syrian President Bashaguefrom the Bush Administration to GOP stimulus plan, which is moptly

Assad, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Arafat. tax cuts. He also called on Congress
Sharon, Palestinian Authority Presi- address energy, education, health tare,
dent Yasser Arafat, and intelligence and economic issues, above partisgn
officials of all their governments. B ) politics, and not to be distracted by the

Chambliss had praise for Egypt udget Wrangling Enron collapse. With eight Congres-
and Jordan and their cooperation witHContinues Unabated sional investigations of Enron getting

the United States in its war on terror-No sooner was the Fiscal Year 2002 under way as Congress returns from
ism. He praised Assad’s cooperation budget put to rest just before ChitstWinter break, that seems unlikely.
with the United States in tracking mas, than the battle over the FY 2003
down al-Qaedaoperativesin Syria,de- budget began. On Jan. 4, Senate Ma-
claring that “this is the kind of spirit jority Leader Tom Daschle (D-S.D.)
we have to have.” However, Cham- said that last year’s tax cut is the bDaSChIeOffersCompromise
bliss said that Assad is going to havegest reason for the disappearance ddn Economic StimulusBill
to make some “tough decisions” re- the budget surplus. In a speech sgam-Jan. 23, Senate Majority Leadef
garding other terrorist groups that op-sored by the Center for National Pol- Tom Daschle (D-S.D.) revealed |the
erate out of Syria. icy, he said that “not only did the tadetails of a compromise he has been
On the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, cut fail to prevent a recession, as its discussing with GOP leaders to get
however, the delegation tended to supporters said it would, it probabsigvement on an economic stimulu
blame Arafat for the Mideast blood- made the recession worse.” bill. He told reporters, “What we haye
shed. Chambliss called on Arafat to Daschle proposed certain targestegigested is that we take those piec
stop the violence and to meet his combusiness tax cuts and restoring “long-  that are common to both bills and try
mitments under the Tenet-Mitchell termfiscalintegrity to our budget.” He move the process forward.” Thos
proposals. Both he and Harmarcalled forre-authorizingthe 1996 wel-  pieces would include extension offun-
blamed theKarine Aincident—a ship  fare reform bill, “to ensure that peoplemployment benefits, tax rebates f
seized in the Red Sea by Israel allegwho have made the transition from those workers who did not get ong last
edly containing Iranian arms bound welfare to work can remain in tlgear, the bonus depreciation package,
for the Palestinians, but which Arafatworkforce and not slide back into de- and $5 billion in Medicaid assistarjce
has identified as under Israeli con- pendency.” to the states. Under the process that
trol—onthe Palestinian Authorityand  On Jan. 13, John Spratt (D-S.C.), Daschle proposed, a bill with thgse
the Iranians, and called on Arafat to the ranking member on the Howsenponentswould come tothe Senate
investigate the incident and punishBudget Committee, explained howthe floor as the underlying bill for debate,
anyone in the Palestinian Authority Republicans squandered the $5.6 witich would then be subjecttoamend
who may have been involved. Onlylion budget surplus that was forecast ment by both sides. “The whole id
then, Chambliss declared, will we see atthebeginning of lastyear. Sprattthvassaid, “is to move this proces
the U.S. attitude toward the Palestin-at least honest about the continued ab- along.” Initially, Republicans reacfed
ian Authority improve. dication of leadership that has charatavorably to Daschle’s proposal.
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