Egypt and China Discuss
Mideast Intervention

by Mary Burdman

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, who “ plays a subtle and
important rolein the Middle East region,” as China s officia
news service Xinhua characterized it, paid his eighth visit to
Beijing on Jan. 23-26. Mubarak went to China on the 45th
anniversary of the two nations' diplomatic relations “to revi-
talize strategic ties,” and as |sragli provocations against the
Palestinian Authority worsened by the day. His discussions
with China’s leaders prompted their unusually urgent state-
ments on the threat posed to Palestinian Authority President
Yasser Arafat, and the danger of al-out war in the Middle
East.

President Mubarak discussed his efforts to help resolve
the Mideast conflict with his Chinese counterpart Jiang
Zemin, emphasizing his effortsto put pressure on the United
States to curb Isragli aggression. Spokesmen of both sides,
following thetalksbetween Mubarak and Jiang, and M ubarak
and Chinese Prime Minister Zhu Rongji, underlined that only
through a just establishment of an independent Palestinian
state could the crisis be resolved. The Chinese President said
there must be an early settlement of the conflict, if terrorism
is to be uprooted, and stated China's continued support for
thejust national rights of Arab and Palestinian peoples. Jiang
also stressed the importance of a growing role for Mubarak
in Mideast affairs.

Egypt and Chinaare each others’ most important partners
in Asiaand the Middle East, and political and economic rela-
tions have been growing rapidly in recent years. The official
focus of the visit was economic agreements, including the
inauguration of an Egyptian-Chinese business council, with
62 members from both countries. The agreements signed in-
cluded onefor cooperation in peaceful use of nuclear power,
as well as for cooperation in petroleum, transport, and
tourism.

Onthepoalitical front, thefocuswasthel sragli-Palestinian
conflict. Mubarak denounced the idea of a“conflict of civili-
zations,” as a dangerous concept, and one which attempts
to equate “resistance against occupation” with “terrorism.”
Mubarak refuted I sraeli claims about all eged weapons smug-
gling by the Palestinian Authority, and described Isradli ag-
gression against Palestinians.

Heal soreiterated hiscall for convoking aUnited Nations-
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sponsored international conference to combat terrorism, an
issue he has been promoting for over 15 years. Beijing sup-
ported this proposal. Zhu Rongji especially praised “Egypt’s
foreign policy of independence and non-alliance and supports
the constructiverole of Egypt inthe Middle East and interna-
tional affairs.”

President Jiang Responds

Theimpact of thetalkswasdemonstratedin several public
statements from Beijing. On Jan. 26, President Jiang re-
sponded, in aletter given prominent coverage by Xinhuaand
People's Daily, to a Jan. 22 letter from President Arafat. In
his letter, Arafat had appealed to China to use its influence,
in cooperation with the international community, to advance
effortsto stop the worsening situation in the Middle East and
salvage the peace process. Arafat said that Chinais a major
power with great influence in international affairs, and the
Palestinian side highly appreciates China’s efforts on behal f
of Mideast peace.

Arafat met with Wu Jiuhong, director of China's office
in Palestine, and told him that Israeli military operations on
Palestinian territory had “crossed al ‘red lines,’ ” and the
situation in Palestine was in danger of getting out of control.

Jiang Zemin wrote that the Mideast situation is steadily
deteriorating, and the Chinese government, aswell as he per-
sonally, are gravely concerned. China opposes Israel’s mili-
tary strikes and economic blockade against Palestine, and
its acts that jeopardize the lives and property of Palestinian
civilians, and is “particularly opposed” to Isradl’s “ill-ad-
vised” restriction of Arafat’sfreedom of movement.

China has noted the huge effort of the Palestinian side
for a cease-fire, he wrote. He called for joint restraint and
negotiations, and pledged Chind's readiness to play a due
role, with theinternational community, in easing the tension.

A commentary, very critical of Israeli policy and thefail-
ure of the United States to use its “considerable restrictive
force” on lsrael, was published in the People’ s Daily on Jan.
25. President Mubarak “has sent 11 letters to U.S. President
GeorgeW. Bush,” onjust thismatter, the commentary stated.
“However, people do not see any effective actions taken by
the United States.”

For the Arab world and Palestine, the key thing is unity,
and towork for political negotiation to“ gradually fulfill their
desire for the establishment of an independent Palestine
state.” Israel should understand that “the use of force not only
cannot fundamentally solve the problem, but also Israel’s
peace and tranquility will be out of the question. ... Since
Prime Minister Sharon has repestedly declared his willing-
nessto make ‘apainful compromise’ with Palestinein return
for peacewiththelatter, thenwhy doesn’tittry hardto replace
military actionswith peaceful means?

“As for the United States, since it has openly expressed
its agreement to the establishment of a Palestine state, then it
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Mahathir: Malaysia Was
Not9/11 ‘Launch Pad’

Maaysian Prime Minister Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad
responded to an FBI report that Malaysia was a “launch
pad” for the Sept. 11 attacks, by pointing to the fact that
only the United States itself could have been the launch
pad for such a sophisticated operation. “These people
were training in the U.S. al the time, and then they
planned in America how to hijack American planes, at
what time, which plane, which building. All that was

done in America, not done in Malaysia,” said the Prime
Minister. He said the terrorist suspects had been travelling
all over the world, including to Switzerland.

Newsweek reported that the FBI claims that a Malay-
sian, Y azid Sufaat, met withtwo of theaccused 9/11 pilots,
and financed Zacarias Moussaoui, now on tria in U.S.
Federal court asthe“20th hijacker.” Dr. Mahathir said that
he doubted that Sufaat, whoisunder detentionin Malaysia
for suspicion of domestic terrorism activities, was in-
volved in the planning of the Sept. 11 attacks, and asked
those who have information to provide it. “Let’s see the
evidence. Itisvery easy to say that he had doneit, but did
hedoitin Maaysia, did he plan everything?| doubtiit. . . .
It' stoo sophisticated an operation,” he said.

should take follow-up actions. The United States has consid-
erable restrictive force to deal with Isragl. It should let the
Palestinian people really see that there is hope for the estab-
lishment of an independent Palestine state with East Jerusa-
lem asthe capital through peaceful means,” asthe only solu-
tion to resolve the conflict, and to solve “the problem of
extremist organizations of Palestine and Isragl.” The com-
mentary also called for the international community to “ex-
tend more realistic and effective support to Palestine.”

On Jan. 29, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Kong
Quan said that Arafat’s leadership must be maintained. The
authority of Arafat, who symbolizes the just cause of the
Pal estinian people, would hel p revive peacetalks, Kong said.
Therewereasoreportsinthe Tel Aviv daily Yediot Ahronot,
that areceptioninBeijing to mark ten yearsof Chinese-1sradli
ties, ended up as an insult to the Israglis. The reception was
sharply downgraded in size and importance, and, interest-
ingly, the room was decorated with the flag of Norway—site
of the Oslo peace talks—rather than of Israel. Among other
strainsin Chinese-Israeli relations, isthat Israel unilaterally
(but under heavy U.S. pressure) had cancelled a contract to
sell Phalcon reconaissance arcraft to China in 2000. China
has demanded some $1 billion in compensation, but nothing
has been arranged.

China’sOther Regional Ties

China is aso developing other regiona relationships.
King Abdullah |1 of Jordan paid hissecond statevisitto China
on Jan. 17-21. Abdullah emphasized the importance of an
independent Pal estinian state, and discussed economic devel -
opment, acritical issuefor Jordan amidst theworld depression
and thel srael-Pal estine conflict. Moroccan King Mohammed
V1 will pay astate visit to Chinaon Feb. 4-9.

Iraq and Sudan are also of central importance. On Jan.
28, Zhu Rongji stated China's opposition to any arbitrary
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expansion of “anti-terrorist” military action, in his discus-
sions with visiting Iragi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz.
Aziz was on hisway to Russiafor further talks.

Zhu Rongji, repeating statementsby diplomatic éminence
grise Vice Prime Minister Qian Qichen, said there should be
no double standards in the fight against terrorism, and called
for anearly resolution of thelragissue, onthebasisof relevant
UN Security Council resolutions.

The strategic context of these talks, was described in
China s Outlook Weekly on Jan. 16. The most serious issues
for China's economic development, are the danger of defla-
tion, which is much more serious even than falling exports;
the financial problem posed by the falling Japanese yen; and
the issue of strategic resources, endangered by the U.S. “war
onterrorism,” stated the author, adeputy director of an insti-
tute of thenational cabinet’ sthink-tank, the Development and
Research Center of the State Council.

The real purpose of the U.S. war against Afghanistan,
nominally against terrorism, “is to make the presence of its
military forcefeltin Central Asia,” according to the views of
insightful analysts, the article states. “This has posed a rea
threat to the source and channels of Chind's strategic re-
sources.”

In addition, China soil interestsin such nations as Sudan
areendangered. Inthe mid- and late-1990s, Chinacarried out
apolicy of developing external oil resources. Thisincluded a
“successful” investment “in some sensitive countries such
as Sudan.”

However, thearticlenotes, theUnited States, “inthename
of anti-terrorism, has made a public declaration that any state
or government, which ever supported terrorist activities, will
beonthelist of being hit. Sudanisprobably onthelist. Voices
grow stronger recently in the U.S., urging expansion of the
sphereof itsmilitary strikes. Thishas created highly unstable
factorsin external areasimportant for China s resources.”
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