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Hindu-Muslim Riots Show:
India Must Face Reality

by Ramtanu Maitra

The killing of almost athousand poor Muslims and Hindusby =~ women and children. Within hours, anti-Muslim riots
frenzied mobs and security personnel under orders to shoot, broke out, led by Hindu slum-dwellers from the inner city
Guijarat over a six-day (Feb. 27-March 4) period, has brought ~ of Ahmedabad, and from Rajkot, Surat, and other town
to focus the threat to India’s stability, and poses the need foof Gujarat.
the government to finally seriously address the deepening As the riots began to spread into small hamlets in Ahme
economic and social crisis. dabad, the VHP called for a nationwide strike on March 1.
Both the Gujarat state government and the national gov-  Although the riots did not spread much more widely, it be-
ernmentin New Delhi have feigned surprise and blamed inteleame evident that neither the Bharatiya Janata Party-led state
ligence failures. As thousands died, and thousands of others ~ governmentof Gujarat, nor New Delhi, underaBJP-led coa
were rendered homeless and their livelihoods were taketion government since 1999, was doing anything more than
away, Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee promised thathe  leaving things to “fate.” As deaths mounted all over Guijarat,
would “crush the violence.” At the same time, the Vishwa and some were reported from Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, a
Hindu Parishad (VHP), an international organization based few suspects were arrested, and Home Minister L.K. Advan
on promoting Hindu superiority, particularly over Islam, is whose personal role in 1991 had precipitated the temple-
going ahead with its plan to start building the Ram Templein ~ mosque dispute into a full-blown confrontation between the
Ayodhya, in the state of Uttar Pradesh, on March 15. TheHindus and the Muslims, blamed Pakistan’s Inter-Services
temple is to be constructed at the site where the 16th-Century  Intelligence (1SI) for its alleged involvement in torching the
Babri Mosque once stood (it was demolished by Hindu chautrain. Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi, a Hindu fanatic
vinists in 1992). The plan may trigger a huge wave of violence whose head is at the moment on the political chopping block
in the state, the home of at least 30 million Muslims and 12Ccontinues to feign surprise.

million Hindus. What the Home Ministry and Indian intelligence must try
to answer, however, is the question, why a train full of VHP
The Gujarat Incident activists shouting virulent anti-Muslim slogans, travelling

What happened on Feb. 27 at Godhra, a small Muslim-  through areas where millions of Muslims live, was not given
majority town in the state of Gujarat, was not only barbaric,adequate security protection. It is known to almost every In-
but seemingly well-planned. Soon after the Sabarmati dian adult, whether of the Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Bud-
Express train, carrying VHP activists returning from Ay- dhist, Jain, Jewish, or any other religious faith, that the build-
odhya, pulled out from the Godhra railroad platform, some-  ing of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya had long been a highly
one inside the train pulled the emergency chain and broughdontentious issue, opposed by many Muslims. Or, was New
it to a halt. A large mob appeared, carrying petrol bombs Delhi under the false impression that Gujarat Minister Nare-
and canisters full of gasoline. They doused a coach, wherdnra Modi, or any of his political associates, had taken all
some of the VHP activists were, with gasoline and set  possible measures to preventanti-Muslim riots from breaking
it alight. The fire killed 58 people, many of whom were outin the state?
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Dangerous Politics

The BJPisnow amuch weaker political forcein Gujarat,
as also in some other major states, than it was when it came
to power nationally in 1999. Some observers believe that to
spark aHindu-Muslim riot is considered by some BJP activ-
ists as a convenient way to get the support of backward Hin-
dus. Such a formula has been used time and again by other
political parties, particularly by the CongressParty, inIndia s
electoral equations over the decades, to create fear and social
insecurity among theimpoverished communities, towin over
their electoral support.

As usual, the Indian media and a majority of non-poor
Hindus and Muslims, among others, are trying to explain
to irate outsiders how ashamed they all are. Prime Minister
Vajpayee, no doubt deeply hurt and politically weakened by
thekillings, called them a*“blot on India’ simage.” Pakistan,
on the other hand, having been on the receiving end of criti-
cismfor harboring and breeding terrorism, istrying to capital-
ize on the horror, and has questioned the reality of Indian
democracy, where the system does little to protect the lives
and property of the minority Muslims. Pakistan has also de-
nied any involvement of the ISl in the Godhraincident.

Setting aside the shame, apathy, and plots, it is high time
for Indiato addressthe real problems, with afull-scale retro-
spection. Truly, itisnot India’ s“image” that hasbeen sullied
by the riots, but the present situation forces everyone to ad-
dressthe Indian redlities.

The redlities that led to this riot, and many other riots
before it, and that encourage many more in the future, are:
dire poverty, which cuts across religious and ethnic barriers,
within a large section of India’s population; a high level of
illiteracy, particularly among the Muslims and the tribal
groups, avery slow growth of employment; agrowing dispar-
ity between the haves and have-nots; and the consolidation of
apolitical systemwhichfeedsuponthe poor and thedeprived,
irrespective of their faiths. For years, many Indians have de-
manded improvement in these areas. It is evident that like so
many previous administrations that have come and gone, this
one, led by the BJP, hasfailed to achieve what really counts.

WhereToGo From Here

While the answer as to how to stop these riots is not a
difficult one to answer, it is much more difficult for Indians
to mobilize their political leadership to act. The Congress
Party, now a crooked shadow of what it was during the days
of Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru, is perhaps the
worst culprit in this regard. Having formed a solid coalition
of backward caste Hindus, Muslims, and upper caste Hindus
(whomostly formulated party policies) sincethe pre-indepen-
dence days, the party had managed to keep theilliterate and
poverty-stricken Muslims in its fold, orchestrating riots
throughout the northern belt from timeto time. The Congress
leaders kept control over the Muslims by spreading fear of a
“resurgent Hindu political grouping,” organizing such riots
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at the ground level at periodic intervals. It is the Congress
Party, during whose regimein 1992 an “ uncontrollable mob”
brought down the Babri Mosgue in Ayodhya, which sowed
the seedsfor the current crisis.

Like so many illusions, however, this dangerous one did
not last forever. The Congress found out by the end of the
1980s, that the votebank had vanished, particularly in Uttar
Pradesh, thelargest I ndian statewith 150 million-pluspeople,
and once the bastion of the Congress Party’ s political power.
The vast mgjority of 25-30 million Muslims who live there
voted for the Samajwadi Party in February’s state assembly
elections, making it the single largest party. The Congress
Party’s other votebank, the backward caste Hindus in Uttar
Pradesh, have formed the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), which
now competes with the BJP and the Samajwadi Party for
power in the state.

On the other hand, the BJP, which had systematically
antagonized the Muslim population and used that to win
Hindu votes, built its political base projecting the superiority
of the Hindus, as opposed to promoting a*“secular” adminis-
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LaRouche on Gujarat Riots

Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr., in his March 5 radio inter-
view with Jack Stockwell, was asked about theriotsin
Gujarat. “The targetting of India,” he explained, “for
operations such as the religious conflict which was or-
chestrated in Gujarat, comes from a circle inside the
United States, from the period of late 1998. Peoplelike
the Cato Institute, up from around Harvard, are typical
of many groupswhich formulated thispolicy, of target-
ting Indiaasthe major threat to the United States. . . .
“What we're seeing in Gujarat, in India, is a di-
rected, Anglo-American-directed orchestration, by co-
vert intelligence special-warfare means, of an incident
whichisintendedto set forth thedestruction of India, by
bringing this Clash of Civilizations religious-conflict
philosophy into India, to destroy it fromwithin. And if
you go back to thelettersfrom the Cato I nstitute, at the
end of 1998, you'll find exactly this policy; it's very
clearly expressed, when you read the Cato and Rand
Corporation studies, in light of the Clash of Civiliza-
tionspolicy.” (See Featurefor thefull text.)

tration. The BJP selectoral campaign stresses a stronger and
better India under the leadership of those who are imbued
with “Hindu consciousness.” It isthiswindow through which
rabid Hindu mobs found their footholdsin the BJP.

The Hindu consciousness campaign for political gains,
however, haslost much of its steam. The Vajpayee Adminis-
tration, during itsthreeyearsof existence, hasmuddled along,
doing little to aleviate the conditions of the poor. The mes-
sage was sent across clearly in the four state assembly elec-
tions that took place in February. The BJP lost electoral
ground in each one.

What has begun to dawn on the BJP leaders, is that those
Hinduswho abhorred the Congress Party’ spolitics of riotsand
manipulations, and voted for the BJP in the earlier elections,
are now having second thoughts. Hence, it is not unlikely that
some, if not most, in the BJP |eadership have begun to worry.
Maybethe party’ s political strength can be restored by getting
a chunk of the vast votebank of backward Hindus, some of
these leaders think. For such BJP leaders, riots do polarize
population and votebanks shift allegiance. Was the Gujarat
riot, then, triggered by some such conscious cal cul ations?

Immediate M easur es

Prime Minister Vg payee’ sconcern, of course, isIndiaas
a whole, and not the party alone. The Gujarat riot and the
templeissue have pushed him into a situation which must be
attacked forthwith.
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To beginwith, the anti-Muslim campaign by a section of
his party is fraught with danger. There is a growing number
of radical anti-1slam voiceswithin India’ snew-found friends,
such asthe United States and | srael, who seek awar with the
Muslim nations. Israel is the leading proponent of such a
dangerous policy. India has developed strong military links
with Israel, and Israel has spread itsinfluence within the BJP.
This could very well be one of the reasons why the VHP is
acting so stridently and recklessly. According to recent re-
ports, despite Prime Minister Vajpayee' s opposition to the
Ram Temple construction plan, and the tacit support he se-
cured from the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the
ideological mentor of the BJP, still the VHP wants to begin
construction on March 15. If this plan is not thwarted, much
bigger riots are sure to break open in densely populated Ut-
tar Pradesh.

Secondly, theMuslim leadership must weighthesituation
correctly. One Muslim leader told the press that the Godhra
incident was “unfortunate,” but the BJP was fully to blame
for what followed.

The Muslim leadership, in unison, should not only con-
demn the torching of the train, but should actively pursue
bringing the criminalsto justice.

Gujarat borders Pakistan, and India-Pakistan animosity
has been at avery high level since the aborted terrorist attack
on India s Parliament House on Dec. 13. New Delhi has pro-
duced evidence of Pakistani terrorist groups involvement in
that attack. Gujarat also harbors awholerange of mafiadons,
most of whom are Muslims, and who are in direct contact
with Saudi Arabia. This connection, as was proven earlier,
has been exploited by the Paki stani | Sl to createterrorismand
chaosinwestern India, in particular.

Gujarat is also one of most developed industrial statesin
India. Itisthehomeof awiderangeof industries, fromtextiles
tofertilizer. It isalso atarget areaof foreign investors. There
arereportsthat alarge number of migrant workersfrom Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, and Rgjasthan, who came to work in Gujarat,
areleaving. While most of these workersare Muslims, asig-
nificant number are Hindus as well.

Finally, the Muslim leaders must realize that the Ram
Temple, though the campaign to build it is led by noxious
Hindu fanatics such asthe VHP and the Bajrang Dal, will be
welcomed by the mgjority of Hindus. The Babri Mosque, not
a signficant mosgue by any account, no longer exists. In the
interests of Hindu-Muslim unity, and as a bargaining chip,
the Muslims, asan act of generosity, should allow thetemple
to be built, and even send volunteers to take part in the con-
struction. This will defuse the Hindu-Muslim tension and
steal thethunder from thefanatic Hindu groups. Thiswill also
allow the Muslim leaders to bargain successfully on issues
that would improve the lot of their community.

It istimethat the Muslims make such a positive represen-
tation to Prime Minister Vajpayee. It islikely that he would
listen.
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