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Congressional Closeup by carl 0sgood

Budget Resolution Clears praise any budget but to bury it.” document production problems.” He
Housein Rancorous Debate Simultaneous with the House de- said thatamong the problems revealed
On March 20, the House passed the bate, the Senate Budget Committee by the IG’s report are “structural and
GOP budget resolution, but in a pro- passed a Democrat-crafted budget resanagement” and information man-
cess that generated considerable parti-olution that is likely to be about as well agement problems. He warned Fine
sanrancor. Republicans broughttothe  treated by the Senate GOP as Deand the FBI officials accompanying
floor a rule for debate that prevented crats treated the GOP resolutioninthe  him, that in return for giving the FBI
any amendments from being consid- House. Senate Republicans are canore powers and more money, “the
ered. Rules Committee Chairman Da- plaining that the Democrat resolution quid pro quo is that the problems will
vid Dreier (R-Calif.) said that while it increases domestic spending by somiee fixed. This committee . . . will not
has been normal procedure to allow $600 billion over current law, most of authorize more money, nor will the
any number of substitute amendments  that in mandatory programs, and Agpropriations Committee appro-

to be considered, this time “no real al- duces defense spending $245 billion  priate it if the problems are not being
ternatives were offered.” Louise below President George Bush’'s rdixed.”

Slaughter (D-N.Y.), a member of the quest. Republicans, on the other hand,
Rules Committee, responded, “The seemed to be more concerned to estab-
Republican leadership has blocked lish that the documents had no effect
amendments offered by Democrats, F on the convictions of McVeigh or

all in an effort to adopt a flawed and Bl Told That Its Terry Nichols. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah)
disingenuous budget.” The rule was ProblemsMust Be Fixed said, “l take comfort that the IG uncov-
approved by a party-line vote of 222 On March 21, the Senate Judiciary  ered no information that would even
to 206. Committee, chaired by Pat Leahy (D- suggest that these men were not the

The situation did not improve Vt.), held an oversight hearing on the perpetrators of the horrible crimes for
when the debate moved to the resolu- Federal Bureau of Investigation, ferhich they were convicted.” Jeff Ses-
tion itself. John Spratt (D-S.C.) cussing on the belated production of sions (R-Ala.) portrayed the docu-
roasted the GOP plan. He castigated documents related to the Oklahomants as essentially irrelevant. Fine
Republicans forincluding $1.8 trillion City bombing case. The documents agreed that many of the documents
in deficits over the next ten years, all  were produced one week before tivere “utterly useless and insig-
of which, he said, would be paid for scheduled execution of Timothy nificant.”
by the Social Security Trust Fund. He McVeigh, convicted for that bombing.
criticized the GOP for composing a The Department of Justice’s Inspector
five-year budget, instead of the more ~ General had just submitted a reportM
customary ten years, and said that the its investigation of the matter, and th¥ 1 Ore M oney Sought for
reason for this was so that the GOP DOJ’s inspector general, Glenn A. Anti-Terrorism War
could hide the effects of provisions Fine, was at the witness table. On March 21, the Bush Administra-
that expire by 2010, including last In his opening statement, Leahy tion sent a supplemental appropria-
year's tax cuts. “This is a concerted  focussed on the problems admittedtions request for more money for the
strategy to shove everything forward Fine's report. He said thatinthe emer- ~ war on terrorism, and for homeland
and make the first five years as good as gency anti-terrorism legislatiaiefense, up to Capitol Hill. About $14
you possibly can by ducking the issue passed last November, the FBI was  billion would go to the Pentagon and
that will come just over the horizon,”  given “unprecedented powers. Wentelligence agencies forthe warin Af-
he said. want to make sure, in ademocratic so- ghanistan and the pursuit of terrorists

The GOP response was typifiedby  ciety, that we balance those.” He satbewhere. The rest includes $5.2 bil-
Majority Whip Tom DelLay (R-Tex.), what was troubling about the Okla- lion for homeland security, $1.7 bil-
who said that to fail to support the homa City documents, “was the corion in international assistance and
President’s budget, is to offer no bud- clusion that senior FBI personnel embassy security, $750 million for aid
get for national defense, homeland se-  failed to notify either the prosecutdsdislocated workers, and $5.5 billion
curity, or Social Security. “The other ... or high-ranking Justice Depart- for assistance to New York City. “I
party,” he said, “has come here not to ment officials ... about the belatddhow it's a lot of money,” President
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George Bush said in El Paso, Texas,
“but we fight for freedom.”
Whilesignificant oppositiontothe
reguest is not expected, it comesamid
a dispute between Congress—espe-
ciadly Senate Democrats—and the
White House, over whether Tom
Ridge, thedirector of theWhiteHouse
Office of Homeland Security, should
testify before Congress. Senate M gjor-
ity Leader Tom Daschle (D-S.D.) said
on March 21 that “ somebody ought to
come up and explain just how you're
going to spend [$38 billion for home-
land security] and who it's going to
affect, how the statesare going to deal
with these new responsibilities.” He
said that these questions are going
unanswered, “in large measure be-
cause Mr. Ridge refusesto testify.”
The White House says that Ridge
isaWhiteHouseadviser and therefore
should not testify. On ABC's “This
Week” on March 24, Ridge said that
his office was created by Executive
Order, and hehasno authority over the
spending for homeland security. That
money is under the control of those
agencies, such as Health and Human
Services, or the Federal Emergency
Management Administration, that get
the funds. “I will not oversee the ex-
penditure of those dollars,” he said.
Ridge has been negotiating with Sen-
ate Appropriations Committee Chair-
man Robert Byrd (D-W.V.) to find
some way to meet the needs of Con-
gress, butin an alternateforum. Sofar,
Byrd hasnot accepted Ridge’ ssugges-
tionsfor closed-door briefings.

Warner Warns Tenet About
Unilateral Attack onIraq

John Warner (R-Va) warned of the
consequences of aunilateral attack on
Iraq by the United States, during a

March 19 hearing of the Senate Armed
Services Committee. He said that such
an adventurewould likely create more
terrorism, not less, and would bring
down the governments of Islamic na-
tionsfriendly to the United States.

The witness, CIA head George
Tenet, had presented a statement
adong the lines of the axis of evil,
much to the joy of Joe Lieberman (D-
Conn.), and said that he could only
answer questions on Iraqg, in closed
session. Warner said that there is
speculation in the press every day on
“taking out Saddam Hussein mili-
tarily if al other avenues diplomati-
cally, in the end, fail.” He agreed that
Irag is adanger, but said: “1 think we
have an obligation to talk about what
are the consequences . . . if we have
to go it done.”

“Who fills the vacuum?’ if Sad-
dam Hussein is removed from power,
Warner asked. “ Arethere personsthat
exist that can step in and gain the con-
fidence of the Iragi people and lead
that nation, hopefully, in a direction
that’s more compatible with a degree
of democracy and freedom in that part
of the world? We will also have to
evaluate—and this is my question to
you—in the aftermath, what is the
likely degree of increasein the threats
to this nation by means of terrorism
..., how do we go about evaluating
the degree of the increase of terrorist
attacks, particularly by individuals
who are ready to give up their lives,
willingly, to bring further damage on
our nation?’

When Tenet twice gave evasive
answers, Warner cut him off. “1 think
it' simportant that we beginto spend a
lot of time on this subject and try as
best we can to inform the American
people and others of the consequences
of asignificant military action to take
out Saddam Hussein,” he said.

Tenet evaded whether a U.S. at-

tack on Irag might bring down friendly
governments. Warner told Tenet that
he hoped President George Bush
would consult with Congress before
launching any action against Irag. “It
isamajor, mgjor decision that we' ve
got to preparethe American peoplefor
what the consequences would be,” he
said. “Y es, wewoul d destroy weapons
of mass destruction, the ability of that
nation to produce it. But in the wake,
would we spawn a higher, much
higher degree of terrorism?”’

Campai gn Finance Reform
Will Face Court Test
On March 20, the Senate voted 60-40
to send the campaign finance reform
bill to the White House, where Presi-
dent George Bush has said that, while
the bill is flawed, he plans to sign it.
The vote followed two days of pro-
tracted debate, and an agreement to
language allowing the hill to be chal-
lenged in court almost as soon asit is
signed by the President. The provision
allows for an expedited procedure in
front of athree-judge panel, with ap-
peal directly to the Supreme Court.
Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), the
bill’s leading Senate opponent, said
after thevote, “We' [l begoingtocourt,
soon.” Hesaid that heis confident that
acourt will agreeto hear the case. The
following day, he said that the legal
team that will beleading the challenge
will include Whitewater prosecutor
Kenneth Starr, and Floyd Abrams, the
man who argued the Pentagon Papers
case for the New York Times in the
early 1970s. “Thisisamission to pre-
serve the fundamental constitutional
freedom of all Americansto fully par-
ticipate in our Democracy,” McCon-
nell said. He said that both sideswish
to resolve the case before Nov. 6, the
date the bill isto take effect.
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