against the Palestinians, are rising up against their govern-
ments, demanding that they break diplomaticrel ations, essen-
tially undo the peace treaties, and join actively in the defense
of those under fire. Students in Egypt and elsewhere have
been demanding that the Arab countries neighboring Israel,
open their borders, to allow volunteerstojointhe Intifada. At
ademonstration in Cairo on April 3, students demanded that
Egypt expel thelsraeli ambassador. At the sametime, Ameri-
can targets, such as McDonald's and Kentucky Fried
Chicken, were stormed and vandalized.

Thelnternational Community Must Act

The approach of the Egyptian government to the demon-
strations, originating from the universities, has been neither
to sponsor them, nor to repress them, but rather to contain
them, in hopes of preventing an explosion leading to anarchy
and chaos. President Hosni Mubarak adapted to the demands
of the population, by announcing that all government-to-gov-
ernment contactswith | srael would be cut—just onestep short
of severing diplomatic relations. Mubarak also addressed the
nation on April 4, saying that the Israeli government’ signor-
ing of international resolutions “makes it incumbent on the
international community asawhol etotakeadecisiveposition
that will return the Isragli government to sanity. . . . Itistime
for the Israeli government to courageously face up to itsin-
ability to provide security for its people with military might.
Itisalsotimefor Israel to admit that its continuous presence
inthe Palestinian territoriesisan occupation and ausurpation
of the legitimate rights of the Palestine people.” Mubarak
reported that he had written two letters to President Bush,
urging the United States, which hasa* special responsibility,”
tointervene.

In Jordan, demonstrations have broken out within the Pal-
estinian refugee camps, as well as in the capital, Amman.
Reportedly, on April 1, six ministersjoined acrowd of 20,000
who marched to the Parliament to manifest their demands
for action to stop the atrocities. While King Abdallah Il was
considering cutting tiesto I srael, he sent hisForeign Minister,
Marwan Muasher, to Washington on April 4, to demand that
the United States, “the only side which can influence the Is-
raeli government to withdraw from the Palestinian territor-
ies,” intervene.

All thisoccurred prior to the speech delivered by Bush on
April 4, in which he announced that he was sending Powell
to the region the following week—i.e., that he was giving
Israel the green light to continue the slaughter for another
week. This outrageous act, immediately applauded in Isradl,
triggered another round of demonstrations, starting on Friday,
April 5, the Muslim day of worship.

Governmentsthroughout the Arab and | slamic world will
be put under increasing public pressure, to support Arafat
and the Pal estinian cause, and denounce both Israel and U.S.
policies. The advice given these governments by U.S. Presi-
dential pre-candidate Lyndon LaRouche, is to do precisely
that. Populations who oppose the Sharon-Bush madness, are
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right, and should be given the support of their governments.
If not, the rising popular resistance can threaten the stability
of these governments, which will havelost their moral credi-
bility. LaRouche' s advice has been well received in the Arab
world, where hisanalysesand proposal sfor action, have been
gainingincreasing attentioninthemassmedia, whether Egyp-
tian and L ebanese television, or the Arabic pressoverall.

Turkish Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit also condemned
theIsragli actions. “Not only Arafat, but all of the Palestinian
state is being destroyed step by step,” the April 4 Jerusalem
Post quoted him as saying. “In front of the world's eyes, a
genaocideisbeing committed. The Sharon administration has
chosenthepath of occupation andwar instead of peaceand di-
alogue.”

Sharon’s invasion of the Palestinian territories has un-
|eashed areaction whichwill not be short-lived, but will have
very long-term effects. As Mubarak correctly noted in his
speech, it will only deepen “the sentiment of hatred of some
300 million Arabs toward the state of Israel, and those who
support its current policies.”

Palestinian Diplomat Cites
U.S. Patriot on Martyrdom

The following ar e excer pts from remarks by Hasan Rahman,
Chief Representative of the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion and the Palestinian National Authority, to a press
briefing by the U.S. Institute on Peace, in Washington, D.C.
on April 4.

... 1 cannot not be emotional when | speak, because this
morning | watched the newsand | saw footagesfrom Bethle-
hem, from Ramallah, from Nablus. | saw thefootage of Khali
Saad in Bethlehem, whose mother and brother were shot yes-
terday in cold blood—his mother who is 65, and his brother
who is 38—after blowing up the gate on their home. And he
had to spend 24 hours holding the hands of his assassinated
mother and brother with histhree children watching, because
he was not allowed to bury his mother and brother.

| also watched the massgravein theparking lot of Ramal-
lah hospital where 27 bodies were buried because the | sradli
Army, thearmy of the only “democracy” in the Middle East,
would not allow peopleto bury their dead.

| watched scores of Palestinians this morning on NBC
approaching an Israeli tank—young kids, age 5, 6, with their
mothers walking half amile away and confronting an I sragli
tank, raising their handsin surrender. And | really thought to
myself, what does thisremind us of ? Isit any different from
thefootageswe saw during the occupation of Czechoslovakia
in the Second World War, and where Jews stood in the front
of Nazi tanks and had to raise their hands? And what makes
me so mad about it, is that | do not see the outrage that we
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need to see when crimes are committed against civilians in
this fashion; when you have every single Palestinian town,
every single Palestinian man and woman or child unable to
get out of their homes today because for the last week they
have been imprisoned, and for the last 18 months living un-
der siege.

And | don't see the outrage that our Jewish-American
brothersand sistersare supposed to express. Because | assure
you that Isragl, by doing this, does not lay the foundations
for peace in our region. On the contrary: They are pushing
generations of Palestinians and Arabs to become enemies of
the State of Israel and of thelsraeli people. And let’ sbefrank
about it, because no one child who sees his father or mother
humiliated in the way they are humiliated isgoing to lovethe
Israglis. . . . Thisboy who stood with his grandmother that—
thishe’ snever going to forget, in the same way that Jewswill
never forget the Holocaust, and we don’ t expect themto. . . .

Somein thistown say, “Well, the Pa estinians deserveit.
They brought it onto themselves, because they were offered
avery generous deal in Camp David, and they rejected it.”
And thislie has been perpetrated so often in this town to the
point where it has become afact, or appearsto beafact. . . .

On the question of security, we said to Isragl: Listen, we
have two precedents before us. We have the Egyptian prece-
dent and the Jordanian precedent. Let’s deal with the issues
of security in that way. We accept any arrangement for secu-
rity of Israel, including the positioning of international troops,
demilitarized zones, limitations on weapons, any procedure
for security except territorial security. . . . We cannot accept
the stationing of Israeli armed troops in the West Bank and
Gaza, but anything else is acceptable to us. That was not
acceptableto Isradl.

Israel wanted to control the skies of the West Bank, the
airspace; wanted to control the borders. . . . Sowhat generous
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LaRouche Presidential campaign
representative and Senate candidate from
Virginia Nancy Spannaus interviewed by
Egyptian TV at April 1 Washington
demonstration. Spannaus emphasized
LaRouche's assessment that |sraeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon must be ousted now,
to protect U.S. national interests.

offer did we have that we rejected? In exchange, we offered
that Israel will accept the principle of withdrawal from the
[post-June] 1967 boundaries. If there are any adjustments on
the boundaries to accommodate Isragl, it hasto be reciprocal
on both sides, because we feel that we have made the historic
compromise when we accepted the right of Israel to exist on
78% of historic Palestine.

When | was born in 1944, there was no Isradl. Yet we
werewilling to concede—and wedid concede—78% of what,
when | was born, was my country, in exchange for peace.

So by saying this, did we commit a crime? Nevertheless,
we continued the negotiations with Israel, even after Camp
David. We continued the negotiationsin Oslo. We continued
the negotiations in Stockholm, in Bolling Air Base, in An-
drews Air Base, and in Tabaand in Jerusalem.

The lsraelis and their supporters in this town are saying
that we walked away from Camp David and started the Inti-
fada. . . notwithstanding that in my presence President Arafat
told President Clinton, “Mr. President, we are not ready for a
summit. Let’ snot go to asummit, becausethe gap isso wide.
Allow us private negotiations with the lsraglis for a few
months, until we narrow the gap. When we narrow the gap,
we can come and hold a summit and reach an agreement,
because | know, Mr. President, if this summit fails, you are
going to blame me.” And Clinton, in my presence and Abu
Alaand Abu Mazin's presence, said, “1 will not blame you,
Mr. Chairman.” And every one of you knowswhat happened
after that, that he did not blame Y asser Arafat.

We continued the negotiations. On Sept. 26 at the hotel
Ritz Carlton in Pentagon City . .. we heard about the visit
of Sharon to a-Agsa mosque. We begged them, please Mr.
Shlomo, please Mr. Dennis Ross, try, because you are the
minister of police, don’t let Sharon go to al-Haram al-Sharif.
... Thatisgoing to trigger religiousfeeling. So please, don't
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let himdoit.

Y asser Arafat that night wasdining at thehome of [Isragli
Prime Minister Ehud] Barak, in Quhav Ya e in Israel. And
he asked him the same question: Please, Mr. Prime Minister,
don’t let Sharon undo what we have achieved so far. Mr.
Sharonwent there, and heachieved what heset out to achieve,
and that is to trigger what has become a very, very lethal
and destructive confrontation between the Palestinians and
thelsradlis.

Immediately the next day after, on Sept. 29, the Palestin-
iansliving at al-Haram al-Sharif demonstrated. Eight of them
werekilled, thenext day 13. Therewere 49 Palestinianskilled
inthefirst week of the Intifadabefore one | sraeli wasfired at.
So, who started this confrontation between the Palestinians
and the Israelis?Isit the Palestinians? Who for awhole week
did not fire one shot at the Israglis, while 49 of them were
killed by the Israeli Army?. ..

Today, what isthe objective of Mr. Sharon?| believethat
Mr. Sharon has a two-fold objective. One is to dismantle
the Oslo process and, consequently, the Palestinian National
Authority. And the second abjective, which is—which goes
parallel toit, and that is to defeat the Pal estinian people mili-
tarily—in other words, break their will—so they will accept
his plan for, as he calsit, long-term arrangements. . . . Mr.
Sharon. . . isabsolutely wrong. No Palestinian is going to be
with Mr. Sharon on those bases.

Thereisonly oneway to solvethisproblem, becauseif Mr.
Sharon succeedsin his objective of destroying the Palestinian
Authority and trying to break the will of the Palestinian peo-
ple, he is opening the gates of hell wide open in our region.
And we are going to go back, not to what happened after ' 67,
but what happened after 1948: in other words, radicalize the
whole region. And what’s going on today in the streets of
Cairo, Amman, Beirut, Sand &, is an indication of what is
going to happen in the future.

| see acquiescenceto Mr. Sharon, acquiescence; because
if Mr. Sharonisabletotell General Zinni that you cannot visit
Y asser Arafat and Washington cannot say much about it; and
if Mr. Sharon can prevent Javier Solana, the envoy of the
European Union, from visiting Arafat, and Europe cannot
do much about it, then Mr. Sharon is the leader of the only
superpower in the world, because he can defy Washington
and he can defy Europe; he can humiliate the Palestinians; he
can defy the Arab world. He does not give a damn about
anybody else, and he can get away with it.

If thisis the case, then again, we are in big, big trouble.
Everyone—Isradisaswell as Palestinians. . . .

We have the God-givenright to live as afree people, and
we are not going to give up on that. . . . We offered Israel a
compromise with the hopethat they will behave asneighbors
with us, that they will respect our humanity and our dignity,
not to perpetually control usand deprive usof every right that
every one of you take for granted.

In this 21st Century, colonialism and denial of rights of
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people to self-determination is not acceptable. It should not
be acceptable. No one should tolerate it.

Listen, maybewhat I’ m saying does not sound good aca
demically or politically. Butlet metell you, that isthe heartfelt
position of every single Palestinian today.

And if Israel wants to live in peace with the Palestinian
people, they are welcome, and there is aformulato achieve
that. And that’s what Ambassador Abboud spoke about, and
that is the Arab League initiative which calls on Isradl to
withdraw from the 1967 boundaries and have peace and nor-
mal relations with the Arab world.

But if Mr. Sharon wantsto keep his Jewish settlersin the
Pal estinianterritories, and hewantsto castrate the Palestinian
people, that’ snot aformulafor peace. It isnot going to work.
Eveniif | accept it—and other people—future generations of
Palestinians are going to reject it.

Thereisagreat deal of responsibility on the shoulders of
Washington, not only becauseitisasuperpower. No, because
I srael isprotected by Washington, and whenthe United States
paralyzesthework of the only international organization that
isin chargeof peace and security, namely, the Security Coun-
cil of the United Nations, then Washington has the responsi-
bility to achieve that objective. Otherwise, no oneisgoing to
accept any claimsfrom Washington that they arefor peace or
for equality or for progress, because peace cannot be for one
people at the expense of the other people. Justice cannot be
for one at the expense of others.

Peace is the respect of the rights of others. It is just as
simple asthat. And if the rights of the Palestinian people are
not going to be respected, | am afraid to tell you that thereis
not going to be peacein our region.

We are at a very critical juncture today. Either Sharon
succeeds or peace will succeed, because Sharon today is not
only bulldozing thestreetsof the West Bank, but heisdisman-
tling the edifice and the foundation over which peace can be
established in our region.

Q:. . .Thespiritual concept of martyrdom appearsto have
becomeadriving forcefor some of theviolenceintheMiddle
East right now. . . .

Rahman: First of al, nothing in our religion or culture
asksyou to beamartyr for the sake of being amartyr. No one
wants to become amartyr just for the sake of being amartyr.
Y ouareamartyr only if youdieinthedefenseof your country,
in the defense of your family, or in the defense of your
property.

For the average Palestinian, for every single Palestinian
and Arab, thereis an illegal Israeli occupation that violates
your right tolife, your right to property, and your right to your
country. Soto say that | want to fight and die for my country,
I think this is the battle cry of—I have here a quote from
Patrick Henry, “Give me liberty or give me death.”. . . That
wasthe battle cry. So why isit good for Patrick Henry and it
isnot good for Y asser Arafat?
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