of this obligation is evacuating casualties and attending to
the wounded, and the Israeli Defense Forcesis not fulfilling
its obligation.” The organization’s chairman said that the
medical situation in the West Bank is “bordering on a catas-
trophe.”

Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians remain under cur-
few throughout the West Bank. Moathers are forced to give
birth to children in their besieged homes while being given
instructions over the telephone.

The heads of the aid agencies held a meeting with U.S.
Secretary of State Colin Powell, confronting him with the
crimina behavior of the Israglis, and telling him if Israel
doesn’t stop hindering aid operations, then the world must
be informed.

Powell’sMission: A Moral Failure

The Jenin massacre, and Sharon’swar against the Pales-
tinians throughout the West Bank, are every bit as criminal
as Sharon’s infamous massacre at the Sabra and Shatila
refugee camps in Lebanon in 1982. But 20 years ago, when
that horror was exposed to the world, 400,000 Israglis took
to the streets demanding an end to the Lebanese war and
the ouster of Sharon, then Defense Minister, from the politi-
ca stage.

While the Isragli peace movement—whose moral con-
scienceisled by those 422 reserve soldiers and officers who
have signed the Combatants L etter of refusal to servein the
occupied territories—continues to grow, it lacks the support
within the Isragli political classto stop Sharon.

During Secretary Powell’ sten-day mission to the region,
Sharon continued his military operations unhindered. The
world witnessed Powell meeting Pal estinian Authority Presi-
dent Y asser Arafat in hisbombed-out headquarters, where he
isaprisoner of thelsragli military, demanding that hedo more
against terror. Thisso outraged the Arab world, that Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak cancelled his meeting with Powell,
claiming a diplomatic “sickness.”

Through the predictable failure of Powell’s mission, the
Bush Administration has admitted its complicity in Sharon’s
war crimes. This complicity is not attributable only to the
administration’s failure to stop Sharon, but more directly to
those within theadministration such asthe hard-linersaround
Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz. This circleis
applauding Sharon, and see hisvanquishing of Arafat as pre-
ludeto awar against Irag.

LaRouche summed up the danger of a wider war posed
by Sharon and his backersin the United Statesin answer to a
letter from an individual deeply concerned about Sharon’'s
war against the Palestinians. “ The danger is that [the Isragli
command] attempt to escape from the logic of their butchery
of the Palestinians, by reaching out to strike a target at a
distance. Thedanger isthat if the U.S. can not be pushed into
attacking Irag very soon, that Israel will, and, if it does so, it
isnot improbable that they will use nuclear weapons.”
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On the Anniversary of the
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising

by Nancy Spannaus

Nancy Spannaus, a LaRouche Democrat, is a candidate for
U.S Senatein Virginia. This statement was released by her
campaign committee.

Today, April 19, those who cherish the noblefight for human
dignity throughout history, commemorate the beginning of
theWarsaw Ghetto Uprisingin 1943. Just asthe Nazi Waffen-
SS moved to liquidate the 56,000 Jewish survivors of their
two-and-a-half-year campaign of starvation, deportations,
and assassi nations, adedi cated core of Jewish youth launched
afierce resistance. Knowing that the Nazis planned to liqui-
date them all, they determined to give their lives in al-out
battle, abattle that could serve as an ingpiration to those who
would live onto fight for justice for al peoples.

Four weeks later, when Waffen-SS Commander Jurgen
Stroop could finally report to Adolf Hitler: “The Warsaw
Ghettoisnomore,” those Jewishfightershad changed history.
Their lives, and deaths, had sanctified the reputation of Juda-
ism and all mankind, because, by standing up as heroes
against hopeless odds, they had given purpose to both their
lives and deaths.

Fifty-nineyears|later, we face the horror of the repetition
of the Warsaw Ghetto policy, thistimeinthelsragli-occupied
areasof Palestine. Thelsraeli Defense Forces (IDF) aremov-
ing ontheWest Bank, and especially, therefugee camps, such
as the now virtually liquidated Jenin. For this purpose, they
have used tactics copied directly from their studies of the
Nazi reports on the methods used agai nst the Warsaw Ghetto:
starvation, isolation, denia of medical care, targetted and in-
discriminate shootings, and finally, the mowing down of
building after building by use of heavy artillery and fire,
against civiliansand resistersalike. These arethe I sragli gov-
ernment’s faithful imitations of Nazi methods, methods
which the world now sees splayed acrossits TV screens and
newspapers.

Thisfact has been documented without doubt by humani-
tarian agencies, journalists, many Israglis, and the victims
themselves.

The Palestinian youth, like the Jewish youth in Warsaw
decades ago, also decided to put up aheroic resistance. Like
the Jewish fighters of the Warsaw Ghetto, they responded to
their families being butchered. They, too, facing overwhelm-
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ing force, launched what would ap-
pear to be a hopeless struggle, in or-
der to save their dignity, and inspire
future generations to defeat forces
likethoseNazisin Warsaw. Thetwo-
week battle of Jenin was, thus, the
Warsaw Ghetto uprising of the Pal-
estinians.

The Isragli-Palestinian crisis did
not have to come to this. It was the
need to prevent a continued escala-
tion of such seemingly endless at-
tack and retaliation, murder and re-
venge, the constant bloodletting,
which led Isragli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin to conclude the Oslo
Accords with Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat, in 1993. Rabin, an
Israeli general, hardened in wars
with the Palestinians, finally under-
stood, in that degree, the principle of
the Treaty of Westphalia, by which
warring parties must choose, at
some point, to put aside their
grudges, and collaborate for a future beneficial to both. The
only real war-winning strategy is a strategy, not for extermi-
nating the enemy, but improving both his, and our own,
situation in life.

Former I sragli statesman AbbaEban expressed thecrucial
point in an article on the Oslo Accords in September 1993.
Hewrote: “ Thefact that these 1.8 million people[the Pal estin-
ians] have neither the human rights of Isragli citizens, nor the
ability to establish a separate political identity, violates our
nation’ sdemocratic structure. Itisasociety inwhich Palestin-
ians have nothing to lose, and Israglis have nothing to gain.
That iswhy we have both agreed to disengage fromit. ... To
prefer the previous situation to the current one would be to
prefer war and death to peace and life.”

Eban was expressing the need for an axiomatic changein
the lsragli leadership. Y et, clearly, there was not a consensus
in Israel for the perspective of Rabin, or Eban. The Nov. 4,
1995 nation of the peace-making Prime Minister, by a
protected asset of the Isradli intelligence services, was the
turning-point leading to the present horrors. From that mo-
ment forward, the political will of Israel to carry out the Oslo
Accords has been thrown into doubt, and that nation thrown
onto thetrack we now see: Nazi-like extermination, or expul-
sion, of asubject population. Chronicling that downward spi-
ral isbeyond the scope of this statement.

But wedo know, that the spirit of resistanceto these Nazi-
like policiesis till aive within Isragl. More than 420 Army
Reservists have put their futures on the line by refusing to
deploy in the Occupied Territories, insisting that they will
not act to “dominate, expel, starve, and humiliate an entire
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Fifty-nine years ago, Nazi Maj. Gen. Jurgen Stroop (third from left) ran the extermination of
the Jewish resistance in the Warsaw Ghetto—just as Israel’ s Ariel Sharon is doing today
against the Palestinian camps.

people.” (See www.seruv.org.) Thousands more have come
out to demonstrate agai nst the occupation, and to openly con-
demn the actions of the “butcher” Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon. Many more Israelis have come to realize that the
punishment and retaliation strategy of Sharon and the IDF,
like that of the Nazis, will ultimately lead to their own de-
struction.

What Should Americans Do?

What is our response to this from the United States? We
used to say, “Never again!” We used to say, that we would
never let Nazi war crimes happen here. Now, it's happening
there! Worse, the United States, the biggest backer of Sharon
and former Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu, is encoura-
ging it to happen.

It's time that we, too, like Prime Minister Rabin, exam-
ined our axioms. Why are we willing to tolerate such Nazi-
like horrors? Why do we permit our politicians to put the
blame on the victims of such horrors? What kind of world
have we created over the past 50 years, where a holocaust
against any people can betolerated by those who once prided
themselvesupon defeating Nazism?Isit that wenow consider
some classes of human beings less than human, just as the
Nazisdid?

On thisanniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, it's
past time for usto examine the purpose of our own lives. As
they found purpose in their sacrifice, we may find it in the
battle to stop these Nazi-like atrocities, and finally establish
the basis, in economic development and dialogue, for atrue
and lasting Middle East peace.
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