Ariel Sharon: Profile
Of an Unrepentant
War Criminal

by Jeffrey Steinberg

Thisarticleistaken fromthe website www.larouchepub.com,
where it is linked to other documentation of Sharon’s war
crimes published in EIR from 1986 up through early 2002.

Ariel Sharon, the Prime Minister of Isragl, iscurrently facing
possiblewar crime prosecutionsfor two massacresthat occur-
red 20 years apart: the September 1982 massacre of Palestin-
ian civiliansin the Sabraand Shatilarefugee campsin Leba
non, and the April 2002 Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) mass
killingsin the Jenin refugee camp in the West Bank.

Sharon is, without doubt, guilty of these crimes against
humanity, and others. Heis also unrepentant. For him, these
mass killings are merely necessary steps on the path toward
his objective of a“Fina Solution” to the “Palestinian prob-
lem,” through the mass expulsion and/or extermination of the
more than 3 million Palestinians and Arabs now living in
Israel, the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and the Golan Heights.
Under variouslabel's, Sharon and arogues gallery of collabo-
rators inside Israel, Britain, and the United States, are now
moving toward the final phase of their “mass transfer” plans
for the Palestinians and Arabs.

EIR has “written the book” on Sharon’'s blood-soaked
career for over 30years. Asaservicetothecurrent worldwide
debate on his government’s fascist actions, we provide this
summary dossier on the Israeli mass murderer. The EIR
website, www.larouchepub.com, will feature a compendium
of earlier exposés of Sharon and his partnersin crime, as an
appendix to this summary account.

The Sharon File

Sharon was born in Kfar Malal in British Palestine in
1928. At the age of 14, he joined the Haganah, and at 20,
headed an infantry company in the Alexandroni Brigade in
the1948 War of Independence, duringwhichthelsraeli forces
drove an estimated 300,000 Palestinians from their land, us-
ing some of the same genocidal methods against unarmed
civilian populationsthat were used intherecent IDF invasion
of the Palestinian Authority’ s Area A territory.

In 1953, Sharon founded “Unit 101,” asecret death squad
within the IDF that committed several mass murdersof civil-
ians. In October 1953, Sharon’s “Unit 101" massacred 66
innocent civilians during a cross-border raid into the Jorda-

54 International

Click here for Full Issue of EIR Volume 29, Number 19, May 17, 2002

nian West Bank village of Qibya. Under intense machine-gun
fire, local residentsweredriven into their homes, which were
then blown up around them, killing the occupants by burying
them alivebeneath pilesof rubble. The April 2002 DF massa-
creat the Palestinian refugee camp in Jeninwas, in fact, mod-
elled on Sharon’s*Unit 101" operations at Qibya.

On Oct. 18, 1953, the U.S. State Department issued a
bulletin denouncing the Qibya massacre, demanding that
those responsible be “brought to account.” Instead, Sharon
was rewarded for his war crimes by having his “Unit 101"
absorbed into the Isragli paratroop corps. By 1956, Sharon
had been appointed paratroop brigade commander.

Between Feb. 28, 1955 and Oct. 10, 1956, a Sharon-led
paratrooper brigade conducted similar cross-border invasions
into Gaza, Egypt, and the West Bank in Jordan. At the West
Bank village of Qalqilya, Sharon’'s death squad killed 83
people.

Duringthe 1956 joint British, Isragli, and Frenchinvasion
of the Suez Canal, Sharon and his lifelong collaborator in
mass murder, Rafael Eytan, carried out another horrific war
crime: Inthreeseparateincidents, Sharon- and Eytan-led units
murdered Egyptian prisonersof war, aswell ascivilian Suda-
nese workers who had been captured. All told, 273 unarmed
prisonerswere executed and dumped into massgraves. When
the story broke, nearly 40 years later, in the Aug. 16, 1995
London Daily Telegraph, it nearly ruptured I sragli-Egyptian
relations. This was less than three months before Sharon
would bloody his hands once again, by orchestrating the as-
sassination of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. Rabin,
in Sharon’s eyes, had committed the mistake of signing a
peace treaty with Palestinian Authority President Y asser
Arafat.

During the 1960s, Sharon’s military career advanced. In
1964, he was appointed to head the IDF' s Northern Com-
mand; in 1966, he took charge of the Army Training Depart-
ment; in 1969, hewas named commander of the| DF’ s South-
ern Command.

In1972, at theurging of American organized-crimefigure
and leading right-wing Zionist Meshulam Riklis, Sharon re-
signed from the IDF (he was recalled, briefly, to active duty
during the October 1973 “Y om Kippur War”) to run for the
Knesset (parliament). Henceforth, Sharon would be wedded
to leading international organized-crime figures associated
with the Meyer Lansky National Crime Syndicate in the
United States, and allied Jewish mafia figures from Israel
and Russia

Even at the end of his career, Sharon was till running
death squads. On Sept. 25, 1997, Israeli Television Channel
Oneinterviewed Benny Golan, aveteran of the Rimon Unit,
which Sharon had created and deployed in the early 1970sin
the GazaStripto carry out targetted assassi nationsof Palestin-
ian “militants.” Golan described the assassination program,
and reported that members of the unit frequently “ disguised
themselvesas Arabs’ for “ specia operations.” Other sources
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reported, at the time, that the “ special opera-
tions” includedterrorist attackson I sragli Jew-
ish targets to justify “retaliatory strikes’
against pre-selected Palestinian and Arab
targets.

Far from ending his career of mass butch-
ery, Sharon’s resignation from the IDF coin-
cided with the launching of an even more am-
bitious crimina enterprise that would see
thousands of Palestinianskilled and wounded
aspart of the" Eretzlsragl,” or “ Greater | sragl”
drive to permanently annex all of the West
Bank, the GazaStrip, and the GolanHeights—
and resettletheseareaswith Russian and other
Jewishimmigrants, after the Pal estinianshave
been eliminated.

‘Landscam’

Sharon entered the K nesset onthe Jabotin-
skyiteLikud’ sticketin December 1973, at the
very moment that thelsraeli government lifted
the ban on private sales of West Bank land
to Israelis. The Knesset decision was brought
about by a heavy lobbying effort by Sharon
colleague and former Police Minister Ye-
hezkel Sahar. The very first “private” pur-
chase wasfor the construction of aresidential
community for retired IDF officers. The part-
nersinthedeal included Sahar, Gen. Rehavam Z€' evi, Sharon
publicist Eli Landau, and Avraham Mintz, a founder of the
fanatical settlers movement Gush Emunim.

In June 1974, Sharon personally led agroup of settlersto
establish an illegal outpost near the West Bank town of
Nablus. It was the first of many such ventures that Sharon
would sponsor, under the rubric of the drive to “ Judaize the
territories.”

Sharon’s political career continued to advance. In 1975,
Labor Party Prime Minister Rabin appointed Sharon as his
personal security adviser. Then, the Likud was swept into
power in the 1977 elections, and Prime Minister Menachem
Beginnamed SharonasMinister of Agriculture. Inthat capac-
ity, Sharon launched amassive expansion of Jewish “agricul-
tural settlements’ throughout the West Bank and Gaza. Dur-
ing 1977-81, more than 25,000 new settlers—mostly
members of the Gush Emunim—moved into the occupied
territories. The Gush Emunim settlers formed into death
squadsexplicitly modelled on Sharon’sold “ Unit 101.” They
would play apivota rolein afilthy Anglo-American Zionist
criminal enterprise known as“Landscam.”

In 1979, the Israeli Supreme Court ratified the private
land purchases in the occupied territories, and immediately,
Sharon’s mafia cronies set up several real estate ventures,
under such names as Jumbo, Samariaand Judea, and Meteor.
In 1980, Sharon and Y uval Ne' eman formed an organi zation,
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Many remember the destruction of Beirut and massacre of Palestiniansin the
Sabra and Shatila camps there; both results of then-Defense Minister Ariel
Sharon’slsraeli invasion of June 1982. Few remember that it was President
Ronald Reagan’ s Mideast peace initiative, that Sharon was out to kill with this
Israeli “ breakaway ally” atrocity.

Prevention of Emergence of Another Arab Country in Eretz
Israel (PEACE), to presstheissue of permanent Israeli annex-
ation of theoccupiedterritories. Thegroup included anumber
of notables from Isragl and the United States, who would
remain part of the extended Sharon mafia family for years
to come: Manhattan District Attorney Robert Morgenthau,
Jewish Defense L eague (JDL ) founder Joseph Churba, Y oung
Israel director Harold Jacobs, Anti-Defamation League of
B'nai B'rith general counsel Arnold Forster, right-wing
Knesset member and Rabbi Meir Kahane patron Geula Co-
hen, and Roni Milo.

Sharon toured the United Statesin 1980, lining up financ-
ing for amassive real estate grab. But first, Sharon launched
acampaign of terror against the Pal estiniansintheWest Bank,
toliterally scarethem into leaving their land. In the Spring of
1982, Sharon hosted a planning meeting at his Negev Desert
ranch, which had been purchased for him by Riklis. Riklis,
Henry Kissinger, Louis Mortimer Bloomfield, Rafi Eytan,
Gen. Rehavam Z€ evi, Arieh Genger, Herbert Brin, and Eli
Landau attended the session, according to an eyewitness ac-
count. Within days of the meeting, Gush Emunim and JDL
terrorists began attacks on Palestinians in the West Bank.
“Landscam” was under way.

“Landscam” coincided with Sharon’'s invasion of Leba-
non, which began on June 4, 1982, and was aimed at wiping
out the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), which had
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established its base in several camps near Beirut. Between
June 4 and Aug. 31, 1982, the IDF, under Sharon’s direction
(Begin had named him Minister of Defense the previous
year), killed a total of 19,025 Palestinians and wounded
30,032 in amilitary campaign that Sharon called “Operation
Peacein Galilee.” Under immense pressure from the Reagan
Administration, Sharon abandoned plansto assassinate PLO
Chairman Arafat, and, on Aug. 21, 1982, heallowed the PLO
to evacuate 15,600 fighters from Lebanon, under an Ameri-
can-brokered cease-fire.

On Sept. 15, Sharon broke the cease-fire agreement, and
the next day, launched a“purification” campaign against the
refugee camps of Sabra, Shatila, and Burj El Bargineh. Fa-
langist death squads—protected by the IDF, which encircled
the camps—massacred unarmed women, children, and el-
derly.

On Sept. 19, 1982, the United Nations Security Council
passed Resol ution 521, harshly condemning the massacres at
thecamps. In adistant mirror of the current genocidein Jenin,
Ramallah, and Bethlehem, Sharon ignored the international
condemnations. Today, Sharon faceswar crimes prosecution
incourtinBelgiumfor hisroleinthe Sabraand Shatilamassa-
cres, as the result of alawsuit filed on June 18, 2001 by 23
survivors of the attacks.

On Oct. 15, 1982, a month after the 1982 massacres,
Sharon held meetings—in the Chouf Mountains of Lebanon
and at his Negev ranch—with Falange leader Camille Cha
moun, Uri Dan, Rupert Murdoch, Charles Douglas-Home,
and others, to move the “Landscam” West Bank real estate
grab forward. On Nov. 15, 1982, afinal meeting took place
onseveral real estate purchases, mostly through Arab middle-
men, to push the massive expansion of Jewish settlements
throughout the West Bank—at a handsome profit. Attending
the meeting at Sharon’ sranch were: Kissinger, Lord Harlech
(Sir David Ormsby-Gore), Prince Johannes von Thurn und
Taxis, Tory Parliamentarian Julian Amery, Sir Edmund Peck,
and M16 Mideast mandarin Nicholas Elliot.

The Commission, an Israeli body convened under then-
Supreme Court President Yitzhak Kahan to investigate the
Sabraand Shatilamassmurders, found Sharon to becomplicit
in the crimes, and he was fired by Prime Minister Begin as
DefenseMinister shortly after thereport’ srelease. But Sharon
landed on hisfeet. In 1984, after thefall of the Begin govern-
ment and the establishment of a Likud-Labor national unity
government, Sharon was appointed Minister of Trade and
Industry, a position he held until 1990, when he was named
Minister of Constructionand Housing, apost that enabled him
to continue astheleading sponsor of the massi ve expansion of
Jewish settlements in the occupied territories. During Shar-
on’stenure in various government ministries, the number of
Jewish settlers soared to more than 110,000.

In January 1986, Edgar Bronfman, the Jewish mafia don
and president of the World Jewish Congress, admitted, in a
New York Post interview, that he was negotiating on behalf
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of thelsraeli government with M oscow, to secure Soviet per-
mission for 400,000 Jewsto emigrateto |srael—in return for
massive shipmentsof grain to the Soviet Union. The deal was
cynically dubbed “Jews for wheat,” in recognition that this
scheme was leading to the annexation of the occupied lands
by Israel. A year earlier, in another sop to the American- and
British-based Jewish criminal interests bankrolling Sharon’s
“Judaization” scheme, the Knesset had passed laws dropping
all restrictions on cash flows into Israeli banks—so long as
the money wasinvested in Israel.

Hamas: Another Sharon Asset

During his postings in the Likud governments during
1977-92, Sharon had not only been the “rabbi” of the Gush
Emunim and Kach Movement/JDL Jewish underground ter-
rorist organizations. He also played apivotal rolein the cre-
ation of Hamas, the Palestinian Islamist group, which was
formally founded in 1988. Under the Israeli military occupa-
tion of the West Bank and Gaza, an estimated 800 “licenses’
werehanded out to Pal estinians, to createschool s, infirmaries,
food kitchens, and other social service programs. Sharon
madesurethat all theselicensesweregivento I slamists, many
of whom would be Hamas founders, as a way of creating
a “countergang” ruling structure to eventually supplant the
power of the PLO inside the occupied territories. Sharon’s
sponsorship of Hamas has become a public scandal in recent
months, particularly since the publication of storiesin EIRin
the past year, exposing these links, and detailing Sharon’s
plans to use Hamas as part of his“Jordan is Palesting” drive
for masstransfer.

Killing the ‘ Peace of the Brave’

When Rabinwasel ected PrimeMinister of Isragl in 1992,
the former Sharon aly in the war on the Palestinians had the
courageto admit that hisunderlying assumptionswerewrong,
and would lead to the destruction of Israel. He entered into
secret peace talkswith Arafat, which culminated in the Sept.
13, 1993 public signing of the Oslo Peace Accords, in the
presence of U.S. President William Clinton at the White
House.

Instantly, Sharon declared war on the Oslo Accords and
on PrimeMinister Rabin. Theentire"Landscam” gangjoined
Sharon in assailing the peace initiative. On Sept. 11, 1993,
Kissinger told CBS News interviewers that Oslo was “un-
workable.” Several weeks later, Kissinger told the Institute
for Jewish Affairs in London that Jordan would soon fall
into the hands of Islamic fundamentalists and Olso would
be crushed—a not-so-veiled reference to Sharon’s Hamas
assets, which would soon launch a terror wave against Oslo
in tandem with Sharon’s Jewish underground.

On Oct. 11, 1993, Bertram and Herbert Zweibon, co-
foundersof Americansfor aSafelsrael, aSharonist front, held
aconference in Crystal City, Virginiato launch a campaign
to destroy Oslo—and its sponsors. Five days later, Sharon
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delivered aspeech calling for thesettlerstolaunch aresistance
tothe alleged sellout.

Sharon rushed to the United States and embarked on a
nationwide tour on Nov. 14, 1993, in which he declared that
the 150,000 Jewish settlers were the “only barrier to a Pales-
tinian state.” Sharon was accompanied, throughout the tour,
by Y echial Leiter, aleader of the DL inthe West Bank settle-
ment of Kiryat Arba. WhileintheUnited States, Sharonraised
millionsof dollarsfor theKiryat Arba“resistance” from such
right-wing Zionist patrons as Florida and California bingo
parlor magnate I rving M oscowitz and former Reagan Admin-
istration Ambassador to Austria and cosmetics heir, Ronald
Lauder.

Sharon’ s fundraising paid off. On Feb. 25, 1994, Baruch
Goldstein, an IDF reservist and leader of Kiryat Arba, massa
cred 50 Palestinian worshipers at the Tomb of the Patriarchs
holy site. Goldstein had been Rabbi Meir Kahane's Knesset
campaign manager at Kiryat Arba.

InMarch 1994, some 200rabbis, led by Avraham Shapira,
staged a rally at Kiryat Arba and issued a religious edict,
ordering resistance against any attempt by the Rabin govern-
ment to dismantlethesettlements. OnMarch 31, 1994, Sharon
and Yitzhak Shamir, the former Likud Prime Minister and
Stern Gang terrorist, led a rally of 10,000 people attacking
Oslo. ADL National Chairman Abe Foxman told the Jerusa-
lemPost on April 2, 1994 that Rabin was* undermining orga
nized Jewish clout” in America, through his peace antics.

Rabin was assassinated on Nov. 4, 1995 by a West Bank
settler, Yigal Amir, who camefrom Sharon’ sterror hub, Kir-
yat Arba.

On Jan. 26, 1997, Sharon returned, triumphal, to Kiryat
Arba, to deliver new marching orders to the heirs of “Unit
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One of thewar crimes of “ Operation Defensive Shield” : denial of medical care
to a population, as Israeli tanks stopped, shot at, or outright destroyed

ambulances trying to reach victims of the | sraeli offensive, throughout the West
Bank.

] 101.” If Arafat declared a unilateral Palestinian

o state in the territory of the West Bank and Gaza
under Palestinian Authority control, the settlers
shouldjoininthedriveto annex al of “ Judeaand
Samaria,” asthey call the Palestinian territories.
At thetime, Sharon was Minister of National In-
frastructure, a super-ministerial post that had
been created for him by PrimeMinister Benjamin
Netanyahu, Sharon’s sometime ally and some-
time rival for power in the Likud. During 1996-
99, Sharon’ stenureasMinister of National Infra-
structure, the settlers population in the occupied
territories soared to more than 200,000.

Netanyahu’ sfall from power in 1999, and his
replacement by a Labor government headed by
former IDF chief Ehud Barak, signalled that the
Oslo peace process that Sharon was dedicated to
destroying, was back on the table.

After thefailure of the July 2000 Camp David
Il negotiations to reach a final settlement, more
intense private negotiations between the Barak
government and the Palestinian Authority began
under a number of venues. Talks took place in New York
City, and later, at theresort of Taba, Egypt, producing afinal
accord, in draft, that would have formed a just and viable
basisfor two sovereign states, | srael and Palestine. Thethorny
issues of the right of return of Palestinian refugees, the status
of the holy sites in Jerusalem, and of creating two capitals
within the extended city limits of Jerusalem, were, according
to severa Arab and Isragli diplomatic sources, worked out in
principle by January 2001. These final points, memorialized
in the talking points brought to thefinal sessions by President
Clinton, could be revived today as a basis for reaching ajust
solution, intheview of many Mideast diplomatsfamiliar with
the document.

But Sharon and his backers would have nothing of this.

In September 2000, Sharon visited New Y ork City, where
he met with Lauder and other supporters and financiers. He
returned to Israel, reportedly with a large amount of cash
to be disbursed to settlers’ terrorist cells. Sharon personaly
staged the decisive provocation, by visiting the holy siteson
al-Haram al-Sharif, what the | sraelis call the Temple Mount,
on Sept. 28, 2000. Sharon was accompanied by more than
1,000 Israeli troops and paramilitary police. It was a flagrant
provocation, an assertion of Israeli permanent control over
the sacred sites of 1slam, the Dome of the Rock and the Al-
AqgsaMosgue.

With that visit, Sharon provoked the “Al Agsa Intifada,”
and within days, the entire Holy Land was again awash inthe
blood of Palestinian protesters. By January 2001, the Barak
government would fall, and, on Feb. 6, 2001, Sharon, who
had taken over the Likud party in September 1999, was
elected Prime Minister ready to launch his final drive for
“Gresater |sragl.”
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